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The original posts to the AIRS Networker listserve were made daily from April 10, 
2011 to June 5, 2011. 
 
During June, July, and August, the posts were collected into a single document, 
corrected when necessary, reformatted, garnished with illustrations pirated from 
the Internet, and indexed. 
 
Final edits were made August 10, 2011. 
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Introduction 
 
When it was announced that the 2011 Annual Training and Education 
Conference of the Alliance of Information and Referral Systems (AIRS) was 
coming to Michigan, those of us on the board of the local affiliate, MI-AIRS, knew 
we had our work cut out for us.  With the help of Sharon Galler (who has 
coordinated AIRS Conferences from coast to coast), we divvied up assignments 
and set to work. 

I volunteered to write an FAQ for the Conference (a copy of which can be found 
at the back of this document) to be posted on the MI-AIRS Web site. 

And I also impetuously volunteered to contribute daily postings promoting the 
conference to the AIRS Networker, the listserv that’s followed by most people in 
the profession of community information and referral. 

It seemed like a good idea at the time.  I enjoy writing, and how much work could 
it take—15 or 20 minutes a day or so?  WRONG.  It wound up taking a lot more 
time and effort than I had anticipated.  But it also turned out to be incredibly 
rewarding.  The positive feedback I got as the postings began appearing 
convinced me that I was doing the right thing. 

I initially thought I would limit the postings to Michigan trivia and an overview of 
both the state and metro Detroit.  But as time went by, I realized I also wanted 
important historical stuff and landmarks.  And I realized I needed to address 
some uglier sides of the state and the city.  Both Michigan and Detroit have been 
through some hard times.  Ours was the only state to actually lose population 
since the 2000 Census, and Detroit lost 26% of its residents (though the city is 
appealing the count).  I found myself telling the story of loss and rebirth.   

I also found myself revealing more about my own life than I had planned. 

When the project came to an end with the 57th consecutive daily posting on June 
5, 2011, I felt . . . kind of empty.  So I’ve gathered all the postings together in 
chronological order, corrected numerous typos and a handful of factual errors (I 
was disturbed to see that my original text seemed to indicate that John C. 
Fremont was elected the 15th President of the United States!), added illustrations 
(which Yahoogroups really didn’t permit), and created a pretty extensive index. 

I think of this being part of America’s long tradition of bathroom literature.  It’s 
meant to be sampled during idle moments.  You can open it at random, scan 
through the table of contents, or browse through the index to find topics about 
which you’ll think what the hell does THIS have to do with Michigan.  (That 
damned index nearly drove me to drink.  After indexing hundreds of entries using 
Microsoft Word’s indexing feature, I found that the automatically generated index 
was approximately accurate to within a page or two)but not 100% accurate.  So 
that led to the even more tedious process of verifying and updating every index 
entry.) 
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Despite my gripes, it’s been a blast.  I hope readers of the original posts and of 
this document find it half as informative and entertaining as it was for me. 

I also hope it’s the start of a tradition.  I’ve publicly challenged Louisiana AIRS to 
undertake a similar publicity campaign leading up to the 2012 AIRS Conference 
in New Orleans.  Lets see what you’ve got, Louisiana.  Educate us about 
crawfish and your state dog and state drink (you’ve got both) and Huey Long.   

—Dick Manikowski (June 27, 2011) 

PS—Fearing that this isn’t fully out of my system, I’ve also begun a sporadic blog 
at meecheegander.blogspot.com 
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Did You Know THIS About Michigan?  (posted 4/10) 
Michigan was the first English-speaking government in the world to abolish the 
death penalty for all crimes except treason.  (It's true—Wikipedia doesn't lie.) 
 
But back in our pre-statehood days, Michigan was an equal opportunity 
executioner.  Seven of the 15 persons known to have been legally executed in 
the state were Native Americans, seven were white, and one was African 
American.  Two were women.  And while the legally approved means of 
execution was hanging, two of the executees were shot, and one was 
bludgeoned to death. 

 

 
 

That's enough about the Great Lakes State for today. 
 

Only twelve more days for the early registration discount for the 2011 AIRS 
Annual Training and Education Conference in the 'D'.  And even if you miss the 
early registration deadline of April 22, we promise not to execute you.  Or even 
bludgeon you. 
 
Or even bludgeon you softly. 
 
 

---Meecheegander  
 

PS--The man who was hanged at Milan Federal Prison in Milan, MI in 1938 for a 
murder committed during a bank robbery doesn't count.  The Feds did that, so 
Michiganders take no responsibility. 
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Did You Know THIS About Michigan?  (posted 4/11) 
Michigan has the longest coastline of any of the 48 contiguous states.   Bordered 
by four of the five Great Lakes and by Lake St. Clair (a Pretty Good Lake, but not 
quite a Great Lake), Michigan has nearly 3300 miles of coastline . . . including 
just over 1,000 miles of island coastline.  No matter where you are in Michigan, 
you're within 90 miles of a Great Lake and within six miles of a natural water 
source.  That's what happens when you've got 11,000 lakes. 
 

Those of you who have never visited the Great Lakes State will have an 
opportunity to do so when the AIRS Annual Training and Education Conference 
comes to the 'D' in early June.   
 

If you register today, you'll qualify for the early registration discount.  Then you'll 
have the opportunity to join Conference goers on the Detroit Princess for a cruise 
up and down the Detroit River.  It's the opportunity of a lifetime. 
 

                               --Meecheegander 
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Did You Know THIS About Michigan?  (posted 4/12) 

The first mile of paved concrete highway in the United States was Woodward 
Avenue (M-1) between Six Mile Rd. and Seven Mile Rd. in Detroit?  At the time 
(1909), that stretch of road was in Greenfield Township, which was soon 
incorporated into the growing city. 

 

Woodward Avenue was named after Judge Augustus Woodward, who was 
appointed the Michigan territory's first judge in 1805 by Thomas Jefferson. 
Shortly after most of Detroit burned down in 1805, the judge proposed a hub-
and-spoke street plan similar to that suggested (and adopted) for Washington, 
DC by his friend, Pierre L'Enfant.   

 

Woodward's plan wasn't adopted, but a similar one proposed by Territorial 
Governor Lewis Cass was.  But the central spoke (running north of northwest 
from the Detroit River) still wound up being named Woodward as in the original 
plan.  (Actually, the Judge claimed the street wasn't named after himself but 
because it ran wood-ward from Detroit into the wilderness.  Yeah, right.)  

 

 

 

Before being appointed to a new territorial judgeship in Florida, Augustus 
Woodward succeeded in creating the first public institution of higher education in 
the Michigan Territory.  It was named the Catholepistemiad when it was 
chartered in 1817.   Because nobody knew how to pronounce it (a state 
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Supreme Court Justice said it was “neither Greek nor Latin nor English, but a 
piece of language run mad”), it was renamed the University of Michigan in 1821. 
 

Paved or not, all roads lead to the 'D' for the 2011 AIRS Training and Education 
Conference.  Only ten more days to get the special early registration 
discount  for the world's premier I&R event.  Get your Catholepistemiad on in the 
'D'! 

 

                                 --Meecheegander 
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Did You Know THIS About Michigan?  (posted 4/13) 
One of the world’s largest salt mines operates 1,200 feet under portions of 
southwest Detroit and Dearborn and neighboring communities.  The mine covers 
1,400 acres and is traversed (by vehicles that had to be reconstructed after their 
components were lowered through the narrow shaft) by over 100 miles of roads.   
 
The 35 foot vein that was left behind from ancient times when the ocean intruded 
into what’s now the Great Lakes region.  The rock salt that was harvested was 
originally exploited early in the 20th Century to support the region’s leather and 
food processing industries, but today it’s used as road de-icer and to support 
metro Detroit’s #1 crop—potholes. 

 

    

 
We promise you won’t fall down the shaft when you attend the 2011 AIRS 
Training and Education Conference in the ‘D’ this June.  Register today—only 
nine more days until you miss the window for the early registration discount. 
 

 

                                 --Meecheegander 
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Did You Know THIS About Michigan?  (posted 4/14) 
If you fly into the Detroit-Wayne County Metropolitan Airport (AKA Metro), you 
can’t help but notice an 86-foot tall tire as you travel along I-94 (AKA Edsel Ford 
Freeway) on the short drive to Dearborn.  (Yep—that ill-fated car was named 
after old Henry’s ill-named son).   

 
The giant tire was originally built as a Ferris wheel to advertise Uniroyal tires at 
the New York World’s Fair in 1964-65.  After carrying two million passengers 
(including First Lady Jackie Kennedy and her children) in its 24 gondolas, the 
structure was moved to its current location in 1966 to commemorate the 
company’s 111 year history and its long relationship with the Motor City.  Since 
then, it’s undergone three renovations.  At one point, there was an 11 foot nail 
sticking out of it to advertise Uniroyal’s Tiger Paw Nailgard puncture-resistant 
tire. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Ferris wheel innards were moved to an amusement park somewhere and, 
unlike the 100 ton tire shell, are not listed in the Guinness Book of Records. 
Are you planning on rolling into the ‘D’ for the 2011 AIRS Training and Education 
Conference from June 5-8?  Only eight more days to register in time to 
qualify for the early registration discount. 

 

                                 --Meecheegander 
 
PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
examine the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
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Did You Know THIS About Michigan?  (posted 4/15) 
Long before Wolverine became a Marvel comics character, Michigan was known 
as the Wolverine State.  When George Armstrong Custer led the Michigan 
Brigade in the Civil War, they were known as the Wolverines.  (Yeah, he was 
from Michigan.  We don’t brag about him too much.) 

                           
The real wolverine (Gulo gulo; gulo is Latin for glutton) is the largest terrestrial 
member of the weasel family.  Adult male wolverines are about the size of a 
medium-sized dog, weighing up to 70 lbs, though 55 lbs is more typical.  
Females are about 30% smaller.  In temperament, the stocky, muscular 
mammals could intimidate the Tasmanian Devil of Daffy Duck cartoons.  They’ve 
been known to try to take food away from 400 lb black bears. 

 
Alas, the Michigan connection is murky.  When a wolverine was seen by coyote 
hunters near Ubly (at the tip of the Lower Peninsula’s thumb) in 2004, it was the 
first confirmed sighting in the state in over 200 years.  (The wolverine at the 
Detroit Zoo doesn’t count.)  The female was found dead by hikers in 2010.  An 
autopsy found that she was nine years old and died of congestive heart failure.  
Its stuffed body is now on display in the nature center of Bay City State Park. 
 
 
Live wolverines may be nonexistent in Michigan, but you don’t need to be.  Only 
seven more days to qualify for the early registration discount for the 2011 
AIRS Training and Education Conference in the ‘D’. 
 

= 

                                 --Meecheegander 
 
PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
examine the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
 



The Meecheegander Missives.doc                                                                     8

Did You Know THIS About Michigan?  (posted 4/16) 
Pop quiz time for baby boomers. 
 
Who played on more #1 hits than the Beatles, Elvis, the Rolling Stones, and the 
Beach Boys combined?   
 
The members of Motown’s house band, which later got christened The Funk 
Brothers.  In the early days, each musician was paid $10 for a three-hour 
recording session in the place they dubbed The Snakepit—the dimly lit studio in 
the basement of Hitsville, USA on Grand Boulevard in Detroit.  The story of The 
Funk Brothers (who backed most Motown recordings from 1959 until the 
company relocated to Los Angeles in 1972) was eloquently retold in Paul 
Justman’s 2002 documentary, Standing in the Shadows of Motown. 

   
 
Alas, the Funk Brothers won’t be performing at the Friends of AIRS Auction and 
Dance Party the evening of June 7.  But you will have an opportunity to bid in the 
silent auction for a copy of Standing in the Shadows of Motown donated 
by Meecheegander.  Or you could even blow off Conference sessions on TU or 
WED (museum hours are 10-6, TU-SAT) and visit the Motown Historical 
Museum  in the original Hitsville, USA house. 
Only six more days to qualify for the early registration discount for the 
2011 AIRS Training and Education Conference in the ‘D’. 

  

                                 --Meecheegander 

  
PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc  to 
examine the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
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Did You Know THIS About Michigan Politics?  (posted 4/17) 
The first political convention of the newly-founded Republican Party was held in 
Jackson, MI on July 6, 1854.  Founded by anti-slavery abolitionists, reformers, 
and former Whigs to oppose the dominant Democratic Party, the party ran John 
C. Fremont in the 1856 Presidential election.  Fremont garnered 33% of the 
popular vote, compared to Democratic victor James Buchanan (45%) and Know 
Nothing Party candidate (and former President) Millard Fillmore (20%).   
Buchanan secured enough electoral votes to carry the election.  

    
The new party fared better when they nominated Abraham Lincoln for the 1860 
election.  Lincoln went on to win that election with about 40% of the popular vote 
(but 59% of the electoral vote) in a four-party race. 
 
In the 1912 election, Michigan was one of only six states carried by Theodore 
Roosevelt's Progressive Party in his attempt to overthrow Republican candidate 
William Howard Taft, whom Roosevelt had approved to succeed him after his 
own second term ended in 1908.  Both Taft and Roosevelt wound up falling to 
Democratic candidate Woodrow Wilson.  (AIRS Trivia point:  Roosevelt's 
Progressive Party was popularly known as the Bull Moose Party.  That name 
arose after Roosevelt insisted on delivering his speech before seeking medical 
attention after being shot in the chest in a Milwaukee hotel.  Had the bullet not 
passed through his folded 50-page speech and steel eyeglass case before 
entering his chest, it surely would have punctured his lung.  But it didn't, and 
Roosevelt's claim that I'm as healthy as a bull moose and that he wasn't about to 
let a mere bullet wound cancel a scheduled speech apparently resonated with his 
supporters.  I digress, but there was a plaque outside the hotel which hosted the 
2006 AIRS Conference in Milwaukee noting that it was built on the site of the 
hotel at which the 1912 assassination attempt had taken place.) 
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Michigan again demonstrated contrariness in going for Wendell Wilkey over FDR 
in 1940 and Thomas Dewey over Harry Truman in 1948. (Dewey was a native 
Michigander, born in Owosso, MI in 1902.  But he made his political bones in 
New York, serving as federal prosecutor, Manhattan DA, and Governor.) 

 
The only other Michigan native to run for President was Gerald R. Ford, who had 
the distinction of being the only person to serve as President without being 
elected either President or Vice President.  Richard Nixon appointed the long-
time House Minority Leader to fill the vacancy when 2-term Vice President Spiro 
Agnew resigned as Vice President and pled no contest to charges of tax evasion 
and money laundering for taking bribes while Governor of Maryland.  Ford then 
succeeded Nixon when Tricky Dick resigned his office.  Ford was defeated by 
Democrat Jimmy Carter when he ran for a term of his own in 1976. 
  
Even if you won't have time to visit the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library in Ann 
Arbor (Ford was a University of Michigan alumnus) or the Gerald R. Ford 
Museum in his Grand Rapids hometown, we hope you'll join us Michigan.  Only 
five more days to qualify for the early registration discount for the 2011 
AIRS Training and Education Conference in the `D'. 

  

                                 --Meecheegander 

  
PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc  to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the `D'. 
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Did You Know THIS About Michigan Weather?  (posted 4/18) 
Meecheegander is taking a break from his regular series of postings while he 
gazes out his Royal Oak apartment window to watch snow covering the cars in 
the parking lot. 
 
Give us a break, already.  It's cruel and unusual punishment to have snow on 
Tax Day.  Especially when Tax Day has been pushed back three days. 

 
 

We make a good faith promise that you won't find snow on the ground when you 
attend the AIRS Annual Training and Education Conference in Dearborn in June. 
 But you've only got four more days to qualify for the early registration discount . 
 

 

                   --Meecheegander 
 

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the `D'. 
 
PSS—Tax Day turned out to be not all bad.  When Meecheegander visited his 
preparer and gave permission to file electronically (and take a big chunk out of 
his checking account), the preparer had staff cooking and serving hot dogs, 
chips, pop, and coffee.  And he had a masseuse to come in to give free chair 
massages. 
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Did You Know THIS About Michigan History?  (posted 4/19) 
Detroit's location just across the Detroit River from Canada made it a favorite 
station on the underground railroad that fugitive slaves traveled on their route to 
freedom.  The Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 enjoined the governments of all states 
to assist in the pursuit of escaped slaves so that they could be returned to their 
owners.  But if the slaves could make it across the river (less than a mile in 
width), they'd be forever free of American jurisdiction. 
 
An estimated 5,000 slaves passed through the underground railroad station at 
Second Baptist Church in what's now the Greektown neighborhood of downtown 
Detroit.  That church was founded in 1836 by 13 freed (not escaped) slaves who 
left the First Baptist Church because they were discriminated against. 

   
 

We promise not to discriminate against you even if you fail to take advantage of 
the early registration discount  for the AIRS Annual Training and Education 
Conference in Dearborn in June.  But you've only got three more days to qualify 
for that discount. 
  

  

                   --Meecheegander 

  
PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc   to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the `D'. 
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Did You Know THIS About Detroit Demographics?  (posted 4/20) 
While large numbers of escaped slaves passed through Detroit on their flight to 
freedom in Canada, relatively few African Americans actually settled in the city.  
(See the chart at the end of this post.)   
 
That changed with World War I.  The war effort sharply increased the demand for 
the manufactured products that Detroit was noted for even then.  The demand for 
an increased labor force could no longer be filled with immigrants after the US 
tightened immigration quotas, and even those persons permitted to immigrate 
from Europe might have refrained due to the proclivity of German submarines to 
torpedo civilian ships. 
 
Southerners rushed north to fill the labor shortage.  And many of those 
southerners were African American.  Henry Ford fueled the fire when he began 
offering laborers $5 a day in 1914.  (That’s equivalent to over $115 a day in 2011 
dollars.)  World War II would produce another bump in migration from the South 
and in Detroit’s African American population. 

 
At the same time, a ring of suburbs was growing around the city.  Highways were 
developing, allowing workers to move further from their workplaces.  Frankly, 
racial prejudice motivated many white Detroiters to abandon the city for paler 
pastures.  
 
That white flight exploded after the Detroit riot of 1967.  During five days of 
violent unrest, 43 Detroiters died (34 of them African Americans) and nearly 500 
people were injured.  Half of the 7,231 persons arrested (ranging in age from 4 to 
83) had no previous criminal record.  2500 stores were looted and/or burned, and 
estimates of financial loss ranged from $40-$80 million. 
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Many Detroiters grew fearful after the riot.  Frequency of gun ownership grew.  
And that led to an increase in guns stolen during home invasions.  With the 
proliferation of illegal handguns in the streets, Detroiters grew more fearful. 
As whites fled to the suburbs, Detroit became a city increasingly dominated by 
African Americans who couldn’t afford to abandon their homes and move out 
(housing values crashed after the riot) or who didn’t feel welcome (unfortunately, 
often with good reason) in the suburbs. 
 
Discrimination barriers eventually began to fall, and more suburbs grew to 
welcome homeowners without regard to race or ethnicity.  African Americans 
moved out of the city and into the suburbs with increasing frequency. 
 
According to the 2010 Census (whose count Detroit is appealing), Detroit lost 
26% of its population during the past decade. 
 
Now comes the challenge of a city reinventing itself.  More tomorrow. 
  
Census Detroit Population African American share 
1820 1,422  4.6% 
1830 2,222  5.6% 
1840 9,102  2.1% 
1850 21,019       2.8% 
1860 45,619  3.1% 
1870 79,577  2.8% 
1880 116,340  2.4% 
1890 205,877  1.7% 
1900 285,704  1.4% 
1910 465,766  1.2% 
1920 993,678  4.1% 
1930 1,568,662  9.1% 
1940 1,623,452  [unavailable] 
1950 1,849,568  16.1% 
1960 1,670,544  28.9% 
1970 1,514,063  44.5% 
1980 1,203,368  63.0% 
1990 1,027,094  76.0% 



The Meecheegander Missives.doc                                                                     15

2000 951,270  81.6% 
2010* 713,777*  85.2%*  
*The City is appealing the 2010 Census, claiming an undercount 
  
You’re running out of time if you hope to qualify for the early registration discount  
for the AIRS Annual Training and Education Conference in Dearborn in June. 
Only two more days to qualify for that discount. 
And speaking of time, Charlene reminds us that May 3 is the deadline for hotel 
reservations at the Conference rate. 
  

                   --Meecheegander 

  
PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc   to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the `D'. 
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Did You Know THIS About Detroit Demographics?  (posted 4/21) 
As Meecheegander noted yesterday, Detroit’s population has been falling for 60 
years—from a peak of 1,849,568 in 1950 (when it was the nation’s 5th largest 
city) to 713,777 in the 2010 Census (18th largest; larger than El Paso but smaller 
than Charlotte, NC).  Just over one-third of the city’s residents lived below the 
federal poverty level in 2007—the highest proportion of any major American city.   
 
Functional illiteracy among adults ages 16 and older is estimated to be close 
50%. 
 
The city may have bottomed out, however.  In March 2011, the unemployment 
rate for the Detroit-Warren-Livonia Metropolitan Statistical Area dropped to 
11.1%, lots better than the 14.5% level of a year earlier and the 16.6% nadir in 
June, 2009.  Young people are starting to move back into the city and to make a 
concerted effort to revive the city.  Abandoned houses are being torn down, but 
trendy lofts are going up in the downtown area. 
 
There are major barriers to overcome.  The city’s tax base continues to erode, 
but cost of maintaining the infrastructure for the city’s nearly 140 square miles 
hasn’t dropped significantly despite major concessions by public employee 
unions. 
 
Something needs to change, and Mayor (and NBA Hall of Famer) Dave Bing 
came into office in 2009 with an idea.  The city’s population density varies 
drastically from one neighborhood to another.  By some estimates, up to 40 
square miles of Detroit is unpopulated—that’s over a quarter of the city’s area. 

   
Bing wants to defrag the city, just like a hard drive.  Move residents from sparsely 
populated neighborhoods to more viable ones, then focus on the development of 
those core areas.  Substantial cost savings could be realized by no longer having 
to provide lighting, street maintenance, garbage service, or fire or police 
protection to huge areas that would no longer be populated. 
 
What would happen to the vacated chunks of land?  After being cleared, they 
could be rezoned into really large industrial areas (okay, some streets would 
have to be maintained and lit and provided with municipal services).  Other tracts 
could be turned into urban farmlands that would be closer to population centers 
and urban food processing facilities than existing farms in rural areas.  The 
result:  a larger and more secure tax base than that provided by those 
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homeowners who currently pay their property taxes in the sparsely populated 
neighborhoods. 
 
Whatever cleared land isn’t used for industry or faming would be allowed to 
revert to nature.  That’s already happening in some devastated neighborhoods of 
Detroit.  Pheasants, raccoons, and possums are moving back in as humans 
move out, and foxes and coyotes will inevitably find their way to the habitat. 
 
Pretty far fetched?  Perhaps, but alternative solutions are hard to come up with.  
An ongoing series of community meetings is underway to seek public input.  To 
follow the progress of this innovative concept for reinventing a dying city, visit 
www.detroitworksproject.org.  Or if you’re really interested in this and other ideas 

for resurrecting Detroit, check 
out John Gallagher’s book, 
Reimagining Detroit. 
 

 
 
We promise not to defrag you if you come to the 2011 AIRS Training and 
Education Conference in the ‘D.’  But you’ve only got one more day to qualify for 
the early registration discount. 
And speaking of time, Charlene reminds us that May 3 is the deadline for hotel 
reservations at the Conference rate. 
 

  

                   --Meecheegander 

  
PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc   to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the `D'. 
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Did You Know THIS About Dearborn?  (posted 4/22) 
Dearborn (the site of the 2011 AIRS Annual Training and Education Conference) 
has a very large Middle Eastern population.  Many of them are Muslims, and 
many are not.   (More on that in another posting to follow.) 
 
That whacko fundamentalist pastor from Florida (disclaimer:  Meecheegander is 
voicing his own opinion here and does not purport to speak for MI-AIRS) who 
had threatened to burn a Koran to protest the proposal to build an Islamic center 
on the site formerly occupied by the World Trade Center came to Dearborn 
yesterday. 
 
He wanted to conduct a protest demonstration today in front of Dearborn’s 
Islamic Center of America, purportedly the largest mosque in America. 

      
The City of Dearborn wants him to post a peace bond before he’s allowed to 
conduct the sideshow in front of the mosque.  They’ve offered him the option of 
conducting his demonstration in front of Dearborn City Hall without posting the 
bond. 
 
The pastor isn’t buying that.  A jury trial is being held this morning on the 
matter.  But whatever the verdict, he wins.  He’s already captured the headlines 
once more. 
 
Oh yeah.  He’d announced that just in case violence were to erupt at the planned 
demonstration, he’s carrying a handgun for his own protection.  He’s permitted to 
do that—he’s got a CCW permit issued by the State of Florida.  And as he was 
leaving a local TV station after being interviewed on the air last night, he 
“accidentally” fired a shot through the floorboard as he was entering the car in 
which one of the members of his church had driven him up from Florida.  
 
Conveniently, he had the "accident" in the parking lot of the TV station. 
 
On Good Friday, the most solemn day in the Christian calendar, this purported 
Christian wants to spew his venom in the face of Muslims. 
 
Meecheegander isn’t much of a Bible reader, but he’s pretty sure that the  
verse Jesus wept occurs somewhere in the New Testament. 
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Please don’t bring your gun when you come to the 2011 AIRS Training and 
Education Conference in the ‘D.’  If you haven’t yet registered, today is the last 
day to qualify for the early registration discount. 
And May 3 is the deadline for hotel reservations at the Conference rate. 
 

  

                   --Meecheegander 

  
PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc   to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the `D'. 
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Did You Know THIS About Michigan?  (posted 4/23) 
Meecheegander’s postings have been somewhat dark this week, so let’s change 
the tone for the weekend. 
 
When an out-of-stater asks a Michigander where s/he’s from, be prepared to 
have a hand stuck in your face, palm out and fingers up.  No, we’re not telling 
you to stop or to Go To Jail Without Passing Go or anything like that.  Rather, 
we’re about to utilize a visual aid. 

   
Michigan’s Lower Peninsula bears an uncanny resemblance to a mitten, just as 
Italy’s outline looks like a cowboy boot (but without a spur; PETA would approve).  
That makes it exceptionally easy for even very young Michiganders to be able to 
pick out the state on a map of the US.  Young Florideans must also have it easy.  
God only knows how old residents of those sort-of-square states in the Great 
Plains must be before they can reliably pick out their state. 
 
But I digress.  Michiganders have been culturally conditioned to reflexively not 
only say where they’re from but to also point out its location. 
 
Meecheegander, for instance, was born and raised in Bay City.  Bay City is 
located right at the bottom of Saginaw Bay, the inlet of Lake Huron that 
separates the Thumb from the rest of the mitten.  Come to think of it, Bay City 
may be the easiest place in the country to point out on a map of the US. 
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Admittedly, there are some snags with this palm-in-your-face strategy.   
• We may get confused and stick our left hand in your face.  That puts the 

Thumb on the east side of the state from our perspective but the west side 
from your perspective.  If this happens, etiquette calls for you to nod and 
humor us. 

• It doesn’t work for people who have lost a hand.  But that’s probably the 
least of their problems. 

• And it doesn’t work for residents of the Upper Peninsula.  Meecheegander 
is tempted to comment on how male Michiganders can theoretically point 
out locations in the U.P . . . at certain time, but he’s been warned not to do 
this by the MI-AIRS Board. 

 

 
We’ll be happy to stick our hands in  your face at the 2011 AIRS Training and 
Education Conference in the ‘D.’  Register today. 
And don’t forget that May 3 is the deadline for hotel reservations at the 
Conference rate. 

                   --Meecheegander 

  
PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc   to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the `D'. 
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Did You Know THIS About Detroit?  (posted 4/24) 
Even though this is the day for the Easter Bunny to make his annual appearance, 
Meecheegander is going to post about a different critter. 
 
Ever heard of the Nain Rouge?  That’s French for Red Dwarf or Red Gnome.   

 
The legend of the Nain Rouge goes back to when Detroit founder Antoine Lumet 
de la Mothe, Sieur de Cadillac and his wife were confronted by the malevolent 
red-eyed spirit while on a stroll shortly after the settlement’s founding in 1701.  
Cadillac drove the beast off with his cane, but it placed a curse upon him and the 
city. 
 
Cadillac was later accused by a rival of illegal trafficking and was removed from 
office and was brought back to France in chains.  While the explorer was 
eventually cleared of the charges, he died before he was able to establish his 
land claims in the region that he and his followers had settled in the New World. 
 
But that wasn’t the last of the furry demon dwarf with the red eyes and rotten 
teeth. 

• He was seen right after Pontiac and his band of warriors killed 58 British 
soldiers in Detroit in 1763. 

• He was sighted multiple times before the 1805 fire that destroyed most of 
the city. 

• American General William Hull reported a "dwarf attack" in the fog just 
before his surrender of Detroit to the British in the War of 1812.  (Don’t 
worry.  The US got us back.) 

• A woman claimed to have been attacked in 1884, describing her assailant 
as resembling "a baboon with a horned head . . . brilliant restless eyes and 
a devilish leer on its face."  Another attack was reported in 1964. 

• Still another sighting was reported just before the Detroit riot that killed 43 
people in 1967`. 

• And before a huge snow/ice storm in March 1976, two utility workers are 
said to have seen what they thought was a child climbing a utility pole 
which then jumped from the top of the pole and ran away as they 
approached him. 

 
Luckily, the Nain Rouge is now under control.  A preventive tradition has recently 
been revived—the Marche du Nain Rouge.  The French held the first event in 
1710, parading from St. Anne’s Parish (whose construction was begun the third 
day after the arrival of Cadillac and his party) down to the riverfront, where the 
demon gnome was theoretically driven into the river and drowned. 
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In the revived Marche, a citizen masquerades as the Nain Rouge.  He (she?  
hard to say in the costume) leads a parade.  The Nain Rouge is followed by La 
Bande du Nain, a group of 12 people of intentionally diverse gender, age, and 
ethnicity.  Dressed in 18th Century garb, they bang pots and pans to frighten the 
Nain Rouge into running before them.  The Bande du Nain is followed by 
musicians, then by whoever else wants to march in the Marche.  Some dress as 
French settlers.  Some masquerade as politicians or celebrities.  And floats 
sometimes appear in the Marche. 

   
It all concludes at Cass Park near downtown, where a bonfire is lit.  The pseudo 
Nain Rouge ducks behind a curtain and is magically transformed into a papier 
mache effigy, which is then tossed into the bonfire.  Thus, the curse gets 
banished for another year.   
 
Sounds foolish to you?  It worked for the French (after Cadillac’s departure), and 
Detroiters trust it will work for us. 
 
Yeah, it ain’t Mardi Gras.  But it’s all we have.  And Detroit has never seen a 
hurricane. 
 
The 2011 Marche du Nain Rouge was held March 11 (it’s traditionally held the 
Saturday nearest to the Vernal Equinox), so the 2011 AIRS Training and 
Education Conference in the ‘D’ is guaranteed to be Nain Rouge free.  Register 
today. 
And don’t forget that May 3 is the deadline for hotel reservations at the 
Conference rate. 

                   --Meecheegander 

  
PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc   to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the `D'. 

PPS—Naturally, the event doesn’t proceed without controversy.  An informal 
group called Friends of the Nain Rouge has arisen to protest the annual 
banishment.  Given Detroit’s dwindling population, they say we can’t afford to 
lose any residents, even demon ones. 
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Did You Know THIS About Michigan?  (posted 4/25) 
While the Upper Peninsula (commonly called the UP, with its residents often 
referred to as Yoopers) comprises nearly a quarter of the state’s land area (it’s as 
large as Connecticut, Delaware, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island combined), it 
houses only about 3% of Michigan’s 9,883,640 residents.    

 
(Frankly, Meecheegander isn’t really qualified to discourse about the 
UP.  Despite having lived in the Great Lakes State his entire life, he’s only been 
north of the Bridge once on a day trip.  But he’ll do is best to do the Yoopers 
justice.) 
 
Historically, only the eastern portion of the UP was initially part of the Michigan 
Territory.   But when Michigan was approaching statehood in the mid-1830’s, a 
compromise was worked out whereby Michigan would cede the Toledo strip (a 
narrow strip of land along the Michigan-Ohio border that both Michigan and Ohio 
claimed ownership of) to Ohio in return for acquiring the entire UP and the 
northern portion of the Lower Peninsula.  The consensus was that Michigan had 
been duped in the tradeoff.  A federal report deemed that the UP to be a "sterile 
region on the shores of Lake Superior destined by soil and climate to remain 
forever a wilderness.”. 

 
The first permanent European settlement in what’s now Michigan was in the 
UP.  Sault Sainte Marie (often spelled Sault Ste. Marie and universally 
pronounced The Soo) was founded in 1622 on the northeastern tip of the 
peninsula when Pere Jacques Marquette established it as a base for Catholic 
missions in the region.  Within ten years, missionaries had also founded 
settlements in St. Ignace (on the UP side of the Straits of Mackinac; Mackinaw 
City—not spelled Mackinac City—is on the Lower Peninsula side of the Straits) 
and Marquette. Marquette is the largest city in the UP (2010 population 21,355), 
followed by The Soo (14,144). 
 
Because it’s so far north, the UP’s short growing season doesn’t lend itself to 
agriculture.  Luckily, the region is blessed with natural resources.  The economy 
is based on mining, logging, and touristry.  Deposits of iron ore and copper ore 
produced greater mineral wealth in the UP than did the California Gold 
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Rush.  Smaller deposits of nickel and silver were also mined, and even some 
gold.  The opening of the Soo Locks in 1855 and the Marquette docks in 1858 
made it possible for raw material to be easily shipped to manufacturing centers 
throughout the Great Lakes.  (The Locks were needed because Lake Superior is 
21 feet higher than Lake Huron.  It’s impressive to visit the locks and see a pilot 
climb up a ladder onto a ship at one end and then climb back up a ladder to exit 
the boat on the other end.)  

 

 
By the 1860’s, 90% of U.S. copper production came from the UP.  By the 1890’s, 
the region was the largest supplier of iron ore.  But the deposits didn’t last 
forever.  The last copper mine closed in 1998, and iron mining operations still 
operating near Marquette are a tiny remnant of the past. 
 
The mines drew miners and their families from Europe, especially from the 
Cornwall district of England, from the Scandinavian countries, and from 
Finland.  (The region boasts the highest concentration of persons of Finnish 
descent in the U.S.) 
 
With the US population exploding and drawing increasing numbers of European 
immigrants, timber sources in Maine and New York could no longer provide an 
adequate source of building materials.  As the next state west in the northern 
pine belt, Michigan found a new way of life.  By 1869, Michigan was producing 
more lumber than any other state.  We continued to hold the distinction for the 
rest of the 19thCentury. 

              
While logging continues to provide jobs today, however, tourism now is the major 
economic resource for the UP.  With large tracts of national and state forests, low 
population density, over 150 waterfalls, extensive coastline, and abundant fish 
and wildlife, the UP provides tremendous opportunities for camping, fishing, 
hunting, boating, hiking, and snowmobiling. 
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The Yoopers are a proud people who may sometimes feel that the 97% of us  on 
the other side of the Bridge don’t properly value them. Culturally and 
economically, many of them identify more with Wisconsin than with 
Michigan.  Many Yoopers root for the Green Bay Packers rather than the Detroit 
Lions` (Incoming AIRS Board President Faed Hendry might want to network with 
them during the Conference in the ‘D’), and proposals (some of them halfway 
serious) have been made for the UP (and sometimes the northern portion of the 
Lower Peninsula) to secede from Michigan and become a 51st state under the 
name of Superior.  That’s pretty unlikely given the amount of funding the UP 
depends on from the state.  Ironically, though, Thomas Jefferson once toyed with 
the idea of setting up the UP as a separate state.  He would have called 
it Sylvania. 

 

 You’ll have a chance to meet real live Yoopers at the 2011 AIRS Training and 
Education Conference in the ‘D’, but please don’t feed them.  Register today . 
And don’t forget that May 3 is the deadline for hotel reservations at the 
Conference rate. 

                   --Meecheegander 

  
PS—Browse to www.mi-
airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc    to check out the FAQ for 
the Conference in the ‘D’.
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Did You Know THIS About the Straits of Mackinac?  (posted 4/26) 
If there’s one iconic image for Michigan, it would be the one that appears on the 
registration brochure for the 2011 AIRS Annual Training and Education 
Conference:  The Bridge.  The Great Lakes State/Water Wonderland has 
thousands of bridges, but only one Bridge. 

 
The passageway separating Michigan’s Lower Peninsula from its Upper 
Peninsula has always presented a problem to travelers.  
 
In 1923, the Michigan Legislature ordered the state’s fledgling Highway 
Department to establish a ferry service linking St. Ignace to its sister city to the 
north, Mackinaw City.  A fleet of nine ferries sometimes transported as many as 
9,000 vehicles a day, but the service had to be suspended when ice blocked the 
Straits for months every winter. 
 
Late in the 1920’s, Gov. Fred Green ordered the Highway Department to explore 
the feasibility of constructing a bridge.  The construction of the Brooklyn Bridge 
several decades earlier showed that the task might be technically possible.  The 
demon was in the financing.  To be blunt, greater metropolitan St. 
Ignace/Mackinaw City has a smaller population than greater metropolitan New 
York City.  And a much smaller tax base. 
 
In 1934, the Legislature created the Mackinac Straits Bridge Authority of 
Michigan and charged it with exploring funding possibilities. Federal WPA funds 
were unsuccessfully solicited.  (The WPA used federal funds to hire unemployed 
Americans during the Great Depression to build public structures including 
courthouses, monuments, and bridges . . . but not a Bridge of this scale.) 
Ultimately, Michigan wound up issuing bonds to finance the bridge.  
 
Construction began after ceremonies in Mackinaw City and St. Ignace on May 
7th and 8th, 1954.  The Mackinac Bridge (pronounced MACK-in-naw) was 
opened to traffic on November 1, 1957.  The bonds were paid off in 1986.  Tolls 
paid by motorists now pay the bridge’s maintenance and operating expenses. 
 
1957 seems so long ago that most of us don’t appreciate the magnitude of the 
Bridge.  
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• At 26,372 feet including its approaches, it was the longest suspension bridge 
in the world when it was opened.  (It’s still the third longest.) 

• The total length of the suspension bridge proper is 8,614 feet. 
• The distance between the two towers is 3,800 feet. 
• At the midpoint, the roadway is 199 feet above the surface of the water.  The 

main towers soar to 552 feet. 
• 42,000 miles (not feet) of wire was braided into the 24 inch cables that 

support the 54-foot wide roadway. 
• 350 engineers were involved in the project, together with 3,500 workers on-

site and 7,500 off-site.  A monument at the Clare Welcome Center honors 
the five workers who died during the construction and one who has died 
since then. 

 

Even the maintenance of the Bridge strains the imagination.  Permanent painting 
crews take seven years to paint the entire structure, then start all over 
again.  Mike Rowe of TV’s Dirty Jobs did an episode in which he did some 
painting of the suspension cables, descended deep into the interior of one of the 
towers to scrape off rust and apply paint, and changed one of the decorative 
bulbs that silhouette the structure at night.   
 
The Bridge’s colors are foliage green and ivory white, and at night bluish vapor 
lights shine on the roadway while maize colored spotlights illuminate the 
towers.  Some speculate that’s a tribute to Michigan’s largest universities—the 
maize and blue of the University of Michigan and the green and white of 
Michigan State University. 

 
Winds sometimes howl across the Straits, so the roadway is designed to sway as 
much as 35 feet to the east or west.  Unlike the ill-fated Tacoma Narrows Bridge 
which shook itself to pieces in a 42 mph wind in 1940 (see the newsreel footage), 
Mighty Mac is engineered to minimize vibrations and oscillation.  For motorists 
frightened to drive across the span, employees are available to do the 
driving.   There’s no extra charge beyond the standard toll.  But among the more 
than 150 million vehicles to have crossed the Bridge in its 50+ years of operation, 
only two have been confirmed to have gone off it.  A Yugo was blown off it in 
1989 during a particularly bad storm, and an SUV drove off it in 1997.  The 
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Yugo’s driver was known to have been speeding, and it’s generally thought that 
the SUV incident was a suicide. 
 
Unlike many other bridges, suicide by jumping has never happened on the 
Bridge.  One reason is that pedestrians are barred from it with one important 
exception.  Ever since 1959, two of the four lanes have been closed to vehicular 
traffic on Labor Day morning to allow citizens the opportunity to walk across the 
bridge.  Wheelchairs and baby strollers are permitted, but no bicycles, skates, or 
skateboards.  Running and playing tag are prohibited (as are smoking and 
umbrellas), but the annual event has been preceded for the past seven years by 
a non-competitive and untimed jog across the bridge.  Unlike the Bridge Walk, 
the Bridge Jog is restricted to 400 participants selected by a lottery.  Traditionally, 
the sitting governor leads the walk, but Jennifer Granholm and First Husband 
Dan Mulhern opted to lead the joggers. 

 
And one bonus trivia item.  What do Democrat Jennifer Granholm and 
Republican Arnold Schwarznegger have in common other than both having left 
gubernatorial office at the end of 2010?    
 
Both were once contestants on The Dating Game. 

      

  
PS—Come to think of it, there’s a third similarity between the two of them.  
Neither is eligible to run for President.  Arnold was born in Austria and Jenny in 
Canada. 
 

Alas, you won’t have a chance to see (let alone jog across) Big Mac during your 
visit to the 2011 AIRS Training and Education Conference in the ‘D’ (unless you 
opt to drive the 292 miles from the Hotel, but you’ll have the opportunity to cruise 
under the significantly large Ambassador Bridge during your free evening cruise 
aboard the Detroit Princess.  Register for the Conference today . 
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And don’t forget that May 3 is the deadline for hotel reservations at the 
Conference rate. 

                   --Meecheegander 

  
PS—Browse to www.mi-
airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc    to check out the FAQ for 
the Conference in the ‘D’. 
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Did You Know THIS About the Straits of Mackinac?  (posted 4/27) 
Meecheegander can’t conclude his/her dissertation on Michigan’s Straits of 
Mackinac without touching upon one of the state’s jewels—Mackinac Island. 
 
Measuring less than 4 square miles, it’s not a large chunk of land.  But it’s seen a 
big history. 

 
Its location made it a valuable outpost in the French fur trade.  The British built 
Fort Mackinac on the island during the American Revolutionary War, but 
hostilities never reached what’s now Michigan.  While the newly formed United 
States took possession of the territory after the war, the British and their Native 
American allies recaptured the Fort in the first battle of what became the War of 
1812. 
 
After the War of 1812, John Jacob Astor’s American Fur Company was centered 
on the Island and exported beaver pelts back to Europe, where hatmakers had 
found beaver wool to be the ideal product from which to make felt. 
 
Late in the 19th Century after the beaver trade had run its course, Mackinac 
Island became a popular tourist resort.  The Grand Hotel was opened in 1887 
and still books over 130,000 guest nights a year.  And the Guinness Book of 
Records still lists its 660 foot porch as the world’s longest.)  The beautiful 
swimming pool at the Hotel was built 60 years later for the Esther Williams 
film, This Time for Keeps.)   The Scottish-style Wawaskamo Golf Club opened in 
1898 and is now the oldest continuously played course in Michigan. 

 
 
The island’s residents recognized the commercial value of the island’s rustic 
beauty and decided to preserve it.  Just before the dawn of the 20th Century, 
automobiles were banned from the Island.  An exception was subsequently made 
for emergency vehicles (and those damnable snowmobiles), but even today 
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transportation on the Island is limited to bicycles, roller skates/roller blades, and 
horse-drawn carriages.   The waste products generated by the horses are 100% 
biodegradable.  (So are the waste products generated by bicyclists and skaters.) 
 
Capitalized or not, there’s no bridge to Mackinac Island.  Access is limited to ferry 
and private watercraft during the non-frozen months and to (expletive deleted) 
snowmobiles during the frozen months.  There’s also a 3,500 foot landing strip 
that can handle small aircraft. 

 
 
Things slow down once the summer season ends.  The Grand Hotel closes down 
at the end of October, not to reopen until the following May.  Tourist traffic 
dwindles, and even the resident population falls sharply as people head off to 
winter jobs elsewhere.  But for couples seeking a quiet, private place to spend 
Christmas or New Years or Valentine's Day, accommodations are still available, 
and at off-season rates. 
 
 
Alas, you won’t have a chance to see Mackinac Island during your visit to the 
2011 AIRS Training and Education Conference in the ‘D’, but your MI-AIRS hosts 
and hostesses will happily point out Belle Isle and exotic Zug Island during your 
free evening cruise aboard the Detroit Princess.  Register for the Conference 
today.  And maybe there will be some Mackinac Island fudge on the Friends of 
AIRS Silent Auction Table. 
Don’t forget that May 3 is the deadline for hotel reservations at the Conference 
rate. 

                   --Meecheegander 

  
PS—Browse to www.mi-
airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc    to check out the FAQ for 
the Conference in the ‘D’. 
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Did You Know THIS About Michigan Shipping?  (posted 4/28) 
It’s not surprising to outsiders that Michigan has a large shipping industry.  
Bordered by four of the five Great Lakes (which account for 20% of the world’s 
fresh water), the state has been blessed with the infrastructure to inexpensively 
transport goods between Great Lakes ports. 
 
But you might be surprised to realize the amount of international shipping that 
moves through the Lakes.  More than 800 ships registered to more than 60 
countries visit the Great Lakes each year.  With the opening of the St. Lawrence 
Seaway in 1959 (President Dwight Eisenhower and Queen Elizabeth II made an 
honorary maiden voyage on the royal yacht Brittania), vessels up to 740 ft. long, 
78 ft. wide, and drafting 26.5 ft can now make it all the way from the Atlantic 
Ocean to ports as far inland as Chicago via Canada’s St. Lawrence River, 
various canals to bypass dams and rapids, and man-made locks to 
accommodate changes in water levels between bodies of water. 

 
 
Even larger vessels steam through the Lakes themselves but can’t fit through 
some of the locks in the Welland Canal to make their way to saltwater.  These 
lake freighters (as contrasted to the salties) are constrained only by the 
dimensions of the Poe Lock, the largest of the three locks that comprise the Soo 
Locks.  The Poe Lock is 1200 ft long, 110 ft wide, and 32 ft deep. 

 
Almost all of the shipping traffic consists of bulk commodities—iron ore, wheat, 
corn, salt, gypsum, coal, stone, gasoline, and the like.  But Seaway managers 
are attempting to draw more container ships into the system. 
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Unlike conventional oceanic shipping, winter imposes limits on the Great Lakes 
shipping season.  Shipping is typically shut down for about two months a year, 
though early winters sometimes require a Coast Guard icebreaker to clear the 
way for ships late in the shipping season. 
 
While working on a freighter might seem exotic, it isn’t.  It’s pretty much the same 
routine day after day.  When you’re in a port, you’re either loading or unloading.  
A lot of that is very heavily mechanized, so there’s not a lot of labor involved.  But 
the mechanization means freighters may only tie up in a port for a few hours.  
Then you’re underway again. 
 
But there’s a human cost.  Storms can come up quickly, and a ship in the middle 
of a lake has to tough it out. 
 
Mariners still talk about the Great Blow of 1913.  Gale force winds blew more or 
less constantly from November 7-12, gusting to 90 mph and generating waves 
reaching 35 feet.  At the height of the storm on November 9, ships were 
overturned in four of the five Great Lakes.  The total damage over the six days: 

• 250 mariners died 
• 19 ships were destroyed 
• Another 19 ships were stranded 

 
 
Those of us of sufficient age may recall a more recent Great Lakes shipping 
disaster.  On November 10, 1975, the Edmund Fitzgerald was en route from 
Duluth, MN to a steel mill on Zug Island (near Detroit) with a load of taconite 
pellets (to be processed to extract their iron content).  She had made the trip 
dozens of times before without incident.  Indeed, the Fitzgerald had set six 
seasonal haul records in her 16 full working seasons on the Lakes.  At 729 feet in 
length, 75 feet in breadth, and drafting 25 feet, she was the largest boat on the 
Lakes when she was launched in 1958.  (In retrospect, that launching was 
somewhat ominous.  It took three attempts for her namesake’s wife to break the 
traditional bottle of champagne on her bow, and she—the boat, not Mrs. 
Fitzgerald—collided with a pier when she entered the water.  But hindsight is 
always 20-20.) 
 
Transiting Lake Superior, the Fitzgerald and another freighter she was traveling 
with (the Arthur M. Anderson) were caught in a massive early winter storm with 
hurricane-force winds and waves up to 35 feet high.  The Fitzgerald’s more 
powerful engines allowed her to pull well ahead of the Anderson, but when the 
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Fitzgerald’s captain reported by radio that she was taking on water and had lost 
two vent covers and was beginning to list, he said he was slowing down to allow 
the Anderson catch up.  The Fitzgerald’s captain’s last communication at 7:10 
pm was that “We are holding our own.”  Ten minutes later, the Anderson could 
no longer raise the Fitzgerald by radio or radar. 

   
 
None of the crew of 29 survived.  The two major pieces of the hull were located 
four days later in 530 feet of water about 17 miles from the entrance to Ontario’s 
Whitefish Bay, the location for which she had been steaming to seek shelter from 
the storm. 
 
The last verse of Gordon Lightfoot’s “The Wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald” 
begins: 

In a musty old hall in Detroit they prayed, 
in the "Maritime Sailors' Cathedral." 
The church bell chimed 'til it rang twenty-nine times 
for each man on the Edmund Fitzgerald. 

 
Memorial services for victims of all Great Lakes shipping accidents continue to 
be held every November 10th in Mariner’s Church, the 160 year old structure near 
the stateside entrance to the Detroit-Windsor Tunnel.  People walking back to 
their jobs from lunch sometimes count the 29 peals of the church bell. 
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Your free evening cruise aboard the Detroit Princess is guaranteed to be gale-
free.  And you’ll have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to see Zug Island.  Register 
for the 2011 AIRS Annual Training and Education Conference today. 
And don’t forget that May 3 is the deadline for hotel reservations at the 
Conference rate. 

                   --Meecheegander 

  
PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc   to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’.
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Did You Know THIS About A Famous Michigander?  (posted 4/29) 
Henry Ford didn’t invent the automobile, but he definitely created the real working 
model for the auto industry. 
 
He was born in 1863 on the family farm in what was then Greenfield Township 
but was subsequently annexed by the City of Detroit.  His father had hoped he’d 
take over the farm, but Henry was captivated by machinery.  He left home at the 
age of 16 to apprentice with a machinist shop in Detroit. 
 
By 1891, he had become Chief Engineer for the Detroit branch of the Edison 
Illuminating Company.  Five years later, he met Thomas Edison and developed a 
lifelong friendship with the Wizard of Menlo Park. 
 
Several early automobile companies were already operating in Detroit, but Ford 
felt he could design a better vehicle.  He built his first prototype, the Ford 
Quadricycle, in a tiny workshop behind his home at 58 Bagley St. in 
Detroit.  When it came time to take the vehicle for a test drive on June 4, 1896, 
the Chief Engineer realized he’d built it too wide to fit through the doorway.  An 
impromptu sledgehammer remodel remedied that problem. 

          

 
(Aside:  While the home and workshop no longer exist, a historical plaque now 
marks the spot.  The Michigan Theatre was built on the site and was eventually 
turned into a parking garage.  An office building that was erected next to the 
Theatre now houses AIRS member Neighborhood Service Organization and also 
once housed another AIRS member, the Detroit Area Agency on Aging.) 
 
Ford kept tinkering with his quadricycle and quit his Edison job in 1899 to found 
the Detroit Automobile Company.  That company was dissolved in 1901. 
 
Ten months later, he became Chief Engineer in the new Henry Ford 
Company.  But when a consultant was brought in who recommended business 
strategies not to his liking, Henry Ford resigned from the Henry Ford Company 
(which was subsequently renamed the Cadillac Automobile Company and 
eventually became part of General Motors). 
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He participated in the founding of a third company in 1903.  The Ford Motor 
Company once again proves the adage that the third time is the charm. 
 
In 1908, the first Model T was introduced.  It was the first automobile to have a 
steering wheel on the left.  At $825, it was more affordable than any of its 
competitors. 

 
 
Ford pioneered manufacturing methods and a distribution system that constantly 
drove down the company’s costs, allowing them to cut the sales price every year 
and capture an ever increasing share of the market.  By 1916, the price of the 
basic Model T touring car was down to $360.  By 1919, half of the cars on 
American roads were Model T’s. 
 
Rather than detailing the long history of the Ford Motor Company, let’s look at 
the man.  Depending on one’s perspective, he was either a rugged individualist 
or one crazy coot.  
 
Old Henry wasn’t known for his flexibility.  Though early models were also 
available in red, the Model T was would be only available in black once the 
assembly line was perfected and he realized that black paint dried faster than 
any other color.  He refused to drop the Model T for the (nearly equally 
successful) Model A until 1928, long after the American public had tired of the old 
workhorse's style and begun turning to the cars of competitors. 
 
In some ways, he was an idealist.  A steadfast pacifist, he funded a Peace Ship 
that transported him and about 170 others to Europe in 1915 in hopes that they’d 
be able to settle World War I.  Once the ship reached neutral Sweden, he 
abandoned the project. 
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When Woodrow Wilson urged him to enter the race for one of Michigan’s Senate 
seats in 1918, he agreed to run but steadfastly refused to campaign.  “If they 
want to elect me, let them do so.  But I won’t make a penny’s investment.”  He 
still came within 4,500 votes of winning in an election in which 400,000 votes 
were cast. 
 
He was surprisingly forward thinking in some ways.  Ford products used 
soybean-based plastics throughout the 1930’s, and in 1942 he patented an 
automobile made almost entirely of plastic.  Mounted on a welded tubular frame, 
the vehicle ran on ethanol rather than gasoline and supposedly could withstand 
impacts better than conventional automobiles despite weighing 30% less than 
steel cars.  Maybe that was the first concept car. 
 
While he welcomed African Americans into his plants and was a great admirer of 
George Washington Carver, he was a lifelong bitter anti-Semite.  Purchasing 
the Dearborn Independent newspaper in 1918, he used it as a platform for 
spewing his venom.  Under Ford’s ownership, the paper published The Protocols 
of the Elders of Zion, allegedly the secret plan of the international Jewish 
conspiracy to control the world’s economy.  He also funded the publication and 
distribution throughout the United States of 500,000 copies of the document 
(which was eventually proven to have been a forged document prepared by the 
Russian Secret Police at the end of the 19th Century to give their dissident 
countrymen a target other than the Czar).  Clara Ford had to threaten to divorce 
Henry in order to force him to take her name off the paper’s masthead.  Ford 
ultimately closed down the newspaper in 1927, but he wound up being the only 
American cited in Adolph Hitler’s Mein Kampf. 
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Two years after ceding control of the Ford Motor Company to his grandson 
(Henry Ford II, commonly known in Detroit as the Deuce), this complicated man 
who did so much to shape 20th Century America died of a cerebral hemorrhage 
on April 7, 1947 at his Fair Lane Estate in Dearborn.  Ironically, flooding of the 
River Rouge shut down the power plant that Ford had designed for the 
estate.  He died by the light of a kerosene lantern, just as he had been born 83 
years earlier. 

  

 

Even though the site of the 2011 AIRS Annual Training and Education 
Conference is barely a mile from the mansion where Henry Ford died, you won't 
be able to visit that place.  Public tours were discontinued at the end of March, 
when ownership was transferred to the University of Michigan-Dearborn (which 
already occupied the rest of the former Fair Lane estate.)  MI-AIRS still 
guarantees that you’ll leave Dearborn with a greater appreciation for the Motor 
City.  Register today . 
Only five more days until the May 3 deadline for hotel reservations at the 
Conference rate. 

                    

                                --Meecheegander 
 

 

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc   to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
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Did You Know THIS About A Detroit Icon?  (posted 4/30) 
Most visitors to Detroit don’t know how to react to The Fist—the 24 foot long 
black arm and clenched fist suspended from a black pyramidal framework at the 
foot of Woodward Avenue.   

 
That sculpture (which was commissioned by Time, Inc.) memorializes 
heavyweight boxing champion Joe Louis.  It’s only a few hundred yards from Joe 
Louis Arena (commonly referred to as The Joe). 
 
Thirty years after his death, Joe Louis is still a larger than life figure in Detroit.  
His family fled here from Alabama in 1926 when he was 12 years old after being 
terrorized by the Ku Klux Klan. 
 
Young Joe Louis Barrow (he dropped the last name when he started boxing, 
hoping to conceal it from his mother) began hanging out at the Brewster 
Recreation Center to avoid gangs in his neighborhood.  And he discovered 
boxing and immersed himself in it.  Legend has it he used to carry his boxing 
gloves in a violin case to fool his mother. 

 
He turned professional in 1934 and began climbing the heavyweight rankings.  
Boxing supposedly wasn’t segregated, but white boxing enthusiasts were leery of 
the prospect of another African American champion after the flamboyant Jack 
Johnson, who had held the title from 1908-1915.  Louis’ managers and 
promoters were sensitive to this and gave him seven commandments to follow, 
including: 

• Never have his picture taken with a white woman 
• Never engage in fixed fights 
• Never gloat after a victory 

 
A number of the Brown Bomber’s fights had serious symbolic political overtones.  
When he knocked out 6’ 6” 284 lb Primo Carnera in 1935, it was seen as a blow 
against Benito Mussolini and his invasion of Ethiopia.  After he lost the following 
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year to former heavyweight champion Max Schmeling (who had joined the Nazi 
party in his native Germany under duress), things grew tense. 

 
 
Joe Louis finally won the title in 1937.  He would hold it until 1949. 
 
The fight that cemented his fame with even non-fans was the June 22, 1938 
rematch against Schmeling.  Held in Yankee Stadium before a crowd of 70,000, 
the event was broadcast in English, German, Spanish, and Portuguese.  
Schmeling’s trainer threw in the towel after two minutes and four seconds.  The 
German had only managed to throw two punches. 

 
Joe Louis had become an American hero and an international hero. 
 
During World War II, he was assigned to the Special Services Division.  He 
staged nearly 100 exhibition matches before over two million soldiers and played 
a major role in a media campaign to recruit African Americans into the 
(segregated) military.  When he was questioned about the ethics of this, his 
answer was succinct.  “Lots of things wrong with America, but Hitler ain’t going to 
fix them.”  
 
He was married four times and had three sons (two of whom were named Joe 
Louis Barrow Jr.—they had different mothers) and a daughter.  The older Joe 
Louis Barrow, Jr. unsuccessfully ran twice for Mayor of Detroit.  
 
In his later years, Joe Louis suffered from serious health and psychiatric 
problems.  His managers had taken most of his winning during his career, and he 
had been generous with what money he did earn.  He supported himself as a 
celebrity greeter at Las Vegas casinos. 
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When he died in 1981, Pres. Ronald Reagan waived the eligibility rules for burial 
at Arlington National Cemetery.  Joe Louis was buried there with full military 
honors.  Part of the funeral was paid for by Max Schmeling, who also served as a 
pallbearer. 

 
More than most Americans, Detroiters recognize the battles that Joe Louis fought 
in breaking down racism.  It’s significant that The Fist points south. 
 

Be sure to look for Joe Louis Arena during the free evening cruise aboard the 
Detroit Princess.  Register for the 2011 AIRS Annual Training and Education 
Conference in the ‘D’ today . 
Only four more days until the May 3 deadline for hotel reservations at the 
Conference rate. 

                   --Meecheegander 
 

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc   to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
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Did You Know THIS Person Lived in Michigan?  (posted 5/01) 
Meecheegander apologizes for this brief entry, but it’s been a long weekend 
without access to his PC. 
 
In this modern world of paparazzi and gossip Web sites, we sometimes forget 
that some of the world’s most famous people value their privacy. 
 
Few people (indeed, probably few Michiganders) know that Muhammad Ali 
settled in Michigan with his fourth wife, Yolanda.  They purchased an 88 acre 
farm in Berrien Springs, a small village (population 1,862 in 2010) in the far 
southwestern corner of Michigan’s lower peninsula in the 1970’s for $400,000 
and moved into it in 1986.  The property had previously been owned by Louis 
“New York” Campagna, one of Al Capone’s hit men.  After that, the property had 
belonged to a bible college before Ali purchased it. 

 
 
The home on the property had been built in the 1920’s and is reported to be 
spacious but far from palatial.  Six bedrooms, a den, a kitchen, a living room, and 
a dining room.  Except on formal occasions, the Alis supposedly ate in the 
kitchen and entertained in the den. 
 
The property is surrounded on three sides by the St. Joseph River.  Though he 
consequently didn’t have many neighbors, Ali was well liked in town.  He willingly 
signed autographs on request, loved performing magic tricks for kids, and 
graciously endured many Thrilla with Vanilla jokes whenever he visited the local 
Tastee Freeze. 
 
Like many aging Michiganders, the Ali’s eventually opted for a warmer clime.  In 
2004, they moved to Scottsdale AZ.  The Berrien Springs property was initially 
listed for $3.2 million, but was never sold.  It’s still listed as the headquarters for 
Muhammad Ali Enterprises, LLC.   
 
 
 
Muhammad Ali never fought in Detroit, but the Nation of Islam that Cassius Clay 
joined shortly before legally changing his name was founded in Detroit in 1930 by 
W. D. Fard Muhammad.  Register for the 2011 AIRS Annual Training and 
Education Conference in the ‘D’ today . 
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Only three more days until the May 4 deadline for hotel reservations at the 
Conference rate. 

                   --Meecheegander 
 

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
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Did You Know That THIS Was Invented in Detroit?  (posted 5/02) 
The first four-way traffic signal featuring red, amber, and green lights was 
mounted at the intersection of Woodward Avenue and Michigan Avenue in 
downtown Detroit in 1920.  Detroit police officer William L. Potts used $37 worth 
of wire and electrical controls to assemble the device out of railroad signals.  
 
The Potts device followed many earlier attempts.  The first one was a gas-lit 
device that was installed outside the Houses of Parliament in London on 
December 10, 1868.  A police officer periodically turned a crank to rotate the 
device to alternate the right-of-way between east-west and north-south traffic.   
Unfortunately, it exploded on January 2, 1869, injuring or killing the police officer 
who was operating it.  

            
 
Alas, as a government employee, Officer Potts wasn’t allowed to patent his 
creation.  His system became the international standard, with the red signal 
always being on top.  The color system also became the standard for railroad 
traffic signals, but with the green signal always on the top to prevent confusion 
between signals for automotive and railroad traffic. 
  
You’ve got nothing but green lights ahead of you if you register for the 2011 AIRS 
Annual Training and Education Conference in the ‘D’ today .  But you’re down to 
your last two days to meet the May 4 deadline for hotel reservations at the 
Conference rate. 

                   --Meecheegander 

  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
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Did You Know THIS About Michigan Islands?  (posted 5/3) 
Meecheegander is unable to determine the number of islands in Michigan.  Given 
the fact that the state is surrounded by four of the five Great Lakes and has 
nearly 65,000 inland lakes and ponds, though, that number has to be pretty 
large. 
 
Three of Michigan’s islands are jewels by anyone’s standards.   
The first of these, Mackinac Island, has already been discussed in the 4/27 
posting. 
 
The second is Isle Royale (with the first word pronounced with a long I and with 
the second word accented on its second first syllable).  At 206 square miles, it’s 
the state’s largest island, the second largest in the Great Lakes (Manitoulin 
Island in Lake Huron is the largest, but that one belongs to Ontario) and the third 
largest in the contiguous United States (behind New York’s Long Island and 
Texas’ Padre Island).  It sits 56 miles north of the Keweenaw Peninsula that juts 
into Lake Superior off the Upper Peninsula.  Ironically, it’s only 15 miles off the 
Minnesotan and Canadian shores of the lake. 

 
After state geologist Douglas Houghton discovered copper on Isle Royale in the 
1840’s, the state’s first commercial copper mine was dug on the island.  While 
the copper mining industry became highly successful on the Upper Peninsula, 
Isle Royale’s remoteness caused the mine on the island to fail.  The remote 
location also hampered logging operations. 
 
Together with 450 surrounding islands (told you Michigan has a boatload of 
them), Isle Royale today constitutes Isle Royale National Park.  There are no 
permanent residents, but the National Park Service does manage two 
settlements on the island for the use of visitors.  Both offer pay showers, and one 
has a marina.  While groundwater is plentiful, there are no wells.  Campers need 
to boil and filter water before they drink. 

                         
Seasonally accessible by passenger ferry, private watercraft, and seaplane, Isle 
Royale is largely an untouched wilderness.  Visitors have marvelous 
opportunities for camping, hiking, canoeing, and kayaking.  Numerous 
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shipwrecks dot the waters along the northwestern shore, providing scuba divers 
with exploration opportunities if they’re willing to bear the temperatures (Lake 
Superior water temperature rarely rises above 55o even in the warmest days of 
temperature). 
 
While humans wiped out the caribou and lynx populations, moose thrive on Isle 
Royale.  The self-introduction of wolves (the lake does freeze briefly during 
winters) had given the moose serious natural predators, but a dog illicitly brought 
to the island by a visitor introduced parvovirus that is thinning the packs. 
 
Other wildlife include beavers, mink, muskrats, foxes, snowshoe hare, and world-
class mosquitoes and horseflies.  

 

Why can't we all be friends?  

  
You’re unlikely to see Isle Royale on your flight to Detroit.   Register for the 2011 
AIRS Annual Training and Education Conference in the ‘D’ today.  You’re down 
to your last two days to meet the May 4 deadline for hotel reservations at the 
Conference rate. 

                   --Meecheegander 

  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
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Did You Know THIS About Michigan Islands?  (posted 5/5) 
The third of Michigan’s three island jewels is Belle Isle (with the final e silent in 
the first word and the second word pronounced with a long I). 
 
Sitting on the Michigan side of the Detroit River, it’s almost entirely occupied by 
property managed by the Detroit Recreation Department.  At just over 1.5 square 
miles, it’s the largest island city park in the U.S.  Access is via the 2,200 ft 
Douglas McArthur Bridge. 

 
The French colonists who settled it in the 18th Century named it Ile aux 
Cochons—Hog Island.  The name was changed to Belle Isle (Beautiful Island) 
before the City of Detroit purchased the property in 1879.  Following his acclaim 
for designing New York City’s Central Park, Frederick Law Olmstead was 
commissioned to create a master plan for Detroit’s new island park.  He did, but 
only selected elements of his plan were implemented. 
 
Noted Detroit architect Albert Kahn designed both the Anna Scripps Whitcomb 
Conservatory and the adjacent Belle Isle Aquarium, both of which opened in 
1904.  The Conservatory still operates, but the Aquarium was closed for financial 
reasons in 2005.  At the time of its closing, it was the longest continuously 
operating aquarium in the country. 

   
Noted architect Cass Gilbert designed the massive James Scott Memorial 
Fountain near the western tip of the island.  Gilbert’s other designs include the 
Main Branch of the Detroit Public Library and the U.S. Supreme Court Building. 
 
The eastern end of the island houses a U.S. Coast Guard station and features 
the William Livingstone Memorial Light—the only marble lighthouse in the 
country. 
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The private Detroit Yacht Club is housed on the island, as is a municipal golf 
course.  There’s also a fishing pier, picnic shelters, tennis courts and handball 
courts, baseball and soccer fields, and even a cricket pitch. 
 
The Detroit Zoo (which is ironically located in Royal Oak, Meecheegander’s city 
of residence) operated a smaller scale Children’s Zoo on Belle Isle from 1895 
until financial pressures forced its closing shortly after the dawn of the 21st 
Century.  However, efforts are underway by the Detroit Zoo (which now receives 
financing from a multi-county millage) to augment the Belle Isle Nature Center 
with zoo exhibits featuring native fauna. 
 
One of the jewels of Belle Isle is the Dossin Great Lakes Museum, which 
features exhibits portraying the role that shipping played in the development of 
Detroit and Michigan.  Among the Dossin exhibits are reconstructed cabins and 
staterooms of passenger ships and the bow anchor of the Edmund Fitzgerald. 

      
The island has a long and checkered history. 

• According to legend, a speakeasy operated out of the basement of the 
Belle Isle Aquarium during Prohibition. 

• After the U.S. invasion of Iwo Jima during World War II, a mock invasion 
of Belle Isle was staged by the Navy and the Marine Corps 

• The Detroit Riot of 1943 began with a fist fight between a black man and a 
white man on the island.  Unfounded rumors arose about incidents of 
inter-racial rape, and the fighting escalated and spread onto the mainland.  
The riot resulted in 34 deaths, 600 injuries, and 1,800 arrests before 
federal troops put it down two days later. 

• From 1992-2001, the Detroit Gran Prix was run on a course constructed 
on the island. 

 

You’ll be able to see Belle Isle on your June 6th cruise on the Detroit River 
Princess if you attend the 2011 AIRS Annual Training and Education 
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Conference.  Register today, if you haven’t already done so.  But today is your 
last chance to secure hotel reservations at the Conference rate. 

 

                   --Meecheegander 

  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
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Did You Know THIS About Michigan?  (posted 5/5) 
All the news about the killing of Osama bin Laden got Meecheegander thinking 
about terrorism. 
 
Most of us know that the bombing of the Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma 
City in 1995 was most destructive incident of domestic terrorism on American 
City.  168 people were killed, and another 680 were injured when the Ryder truck 
filled with 4,800 lbs of improvised explosives exploded outside the building. 
 
Ever wonder what domestic incident held the record before the Murrah bombing? 
 
It happened in 1927 in Bath, MI—an unincorporated community less than ten 
miles from Lansing, the state’s capital. 
 
Andrew Keogh was a farmer whose property was being foreclosed upon (not an 
uncommon occurrence in the days leading up to the Great Depression).  He 
served on the local school board and believed that he and others were being 
overtaxed to support the school. 
 
In his role as a part-time custodian and handyman, he placed dynamite and 
military surplus (stuff that was readily available to farmers) in the basement of 
Bath Consolidated School and wired it to a primitive electrical timer. 
 
On the morning of May 18, Kehoe blew up his farmhouse and killed his wife.  He 
then drove to the school in his truck, which he had loaded with explosives. 
The explosives in the school had already gone off at about 8:45a, destroying the 
north wing of the building and killing 38 children and 3 adults. 

       
Arriving at the school amid all the post-explosion chaos, Kehoe called 
superintendent Emory Huyck over to the truck.  When Huyck approached the 
truck, Kehoe fired a pistol into the dynamite in it, setting off an explosion that 
killed both the superintendent and himself. 
 
It could have been worse.  Only about half the explosives went off that had been 
planted in the school.  And when State Police investigators went to his farm, they 
detected and disarmed explosives with which Kehoe had booby-trapped a 
remaining structure. 
 
Kehoe didn’t leave a suicide note, but he left a sign on a board nailed to a fence 
on the farm.  The sign read “Criminals are made, not born.”   
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You’re more likely to experience a shower than a bath in your hotel room.  
Register for the 2011 AIRS Annual Training and Education Conference in the ‘D’ 
today .  

                   --Meecheegander 

  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
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Did You Know THIS About A Different Detroit Icon?  (posted 5/6) 
About a week ago, Meecheegander  began a post with a description of an iconic 
sculpture of a huge fist.  That sculpture commemorated a famous Detroiter. 
 
Another iconic sculpture is coming to Detroit.  This one,  however, is a monument 
to the power of the Internet community to accomplish whacky goals. 
 
Last winter, the city’s government set up an online suggestion box seeking ideas 
for revitalizing Detroit.  Someone in Philadelphia tweeted Detroit Mayor Dave 
Bing:  Philadelphia has a statue of Rocky & Robocop would kick 
Rocky’s butt.  Robocop would be a great ambassador for 

Detroit.  Tactfully refraining from pointing out that Joe Louis could kick both of 

their butts with one arm tied behind his back, Bing tweeted back:  There are 
no plans to build a statue to Robocop in Detroit.  Thanks 

you for the suggestion. 
 
Detroit resident John Leonard picked up the gauntlet by creating a Build a Statue 
of Robocop page on Facebook.  That prompted  folks at the Imagination Station 
non-profit (which was already involved in cleaning up blighted areas of Detroit) to 
start a Detroit Needs a Statue of Robocop fundraising project on the Kickstarter 
fundraising Web site. 
 
Long story short, it only took 10 days for the $50,000 goal to be met.  More than 
a thousand individuals made contributions of $5, $10, $30, or whatever.  Once 
the total reached $25,000, a matching $25,000 contribution by Pete Hottelet 
pushed the campaign over its goal.  Hottelet heads a corporation named Omni 
Consumer Products—the same name as the (fictional) company which takes 
over the police department of the (fictional) dysfunctional and crime-ridden 
Detroit in the 1987 movie.  That company creates Robocop by somehow 
reanimating the corpse of fallen cop Alex Murphy in a powerful, machine-assisted 
metal shell.  Hottelet’s company is less ambitious; it (appropriately) manufactures 
products based on fictional movie items. 

      

                                                                 Proposed placement 
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The Robocop statue won’t be up in time for your visit to Detroit, but go ahead and  
register for the 2011 AIRS Annual Training and Education Conference in the ‘D’ 
today .  

                   --Meecheegander 

  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
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Did You Know THIS About What to Call People from Michigan?  (posted 5/7) 
Frankly, there’s no real consensus.  The terms Michigander and Michiganian are 
often used, and one sometimes even hears Michiganite (which Meecheegander 
deems absolutely unacceptable).  
 
Michigander was supposedly coined by Abraham Lincoln when he was a Whig in 
Congress.  He used the term as a pejorative in referring to then-presidential 
candidate and long-time Michigan Territory governor Lewis Cass who was 
running on a popular sovereignty platform that would permit states created in 
lands conquered in the Mexican-American War to each decide whether or not to 
allow slavery.  Lincoln’s intention was to portray Cass as being as silly as a 
gander (a male goose). 
 
Michiganian was the term preferred by Republican John Engler during his 1991-
2002 time as governor and by Democrat Jennifer Grandholm during her 2003-
2010 terms.  Current Republican governor Rick Snyder considers himself a 
Michigander. 

 
A 2011 poll of the state’s residents showed Michigander as being preferred by 
58% of those polled, compared to 12% for Michiganian.    
 
What we in Michigan call each other depends on their peninsula of residency.  
Those who live in the Upper Peninsula are called Yoopers (because they live in 
the UP).  Yoopers fondly refer to Lower Peninsula residents as Trolls (because 
we live under the Bridge). 

                   
 
 

It doesn’t matter what you call us so long as you register for the 2011 AIRS 
Annual Training and Education Conference in the ‘D’ today.  But we’ll just take 
the easy way out and call you Hey You!  

 

                   --Meecheegander 
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PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
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Did You Know THIS About Michigan Cuisine?  (posted 5/8) 
As far as Meecheegander is able to determine, Michigan doesn’t have any 
governmentally recognized state food.  Some states go as far as to name state 
muffins (the corn muffin for Massachusetts, the blueberry muffin for Minnesota, 
the apple muffin for New York).  Oklahoma lawmakers have even specified a 
state meal—fried okra, squash, cornbread, barbecue pork, biscuits, sausage and 
gravy, grits, corn, strawberries, chicken fried steak, pecan pie, and black-eyed 
peas.  Alas, Michigan’s legislators confine themselves to more mundane matters 
like trying to pay the bills for state services. 
 
Certainly, there are foods that are associated with particular regions of the state. 

• Pasties (rhymes with nasties) in the Upper Peninsula.  No, not the kind 
that are found in so-called gentleman’s clubs and that, surprisingly, do not 
rhyme with nasties).  These are pocket-sized pies filled with minced meat, 
onions, potatoes, carrots, and seasonings and were introduced by Cornish 
miners. 

                
(Meecheegander’s blood pressure spiked for a moment while Googling for 
the above image to the left.)  

• Mackinac Island fudge 
• Family-style chicken dinners in the Bavarian settled town of Frankenmuth.  

Zehnder’s claims to be America’s largest family-style restaurant, with a 
seating capacity of 1,500 and serving over a million diners a year.  The 
Bavarian Inn across the street gives them stiff competition. 

 
But that’s about it.  Consequently, Meecheegander proposes an official food for 
metro Detroit:  the Coney Island Hot Dog.  A grilled (not steamed or—God 
forbid—boiled) natural casing all beef hot dog served in a steamed bun and 
topped with beanless chili, diced onion, and mustard.  The concoction was 
supposedly invented in Jackson, MI in 1914 and has nothing to do with New 
York’s Coney Island other than the fact that the hot dog was supposedly created 
there. 
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The hot dogs are so popular that they’ve spawned a genre of greasy spoon type 
restaurants.  Two of the most famous are downtown Detroit’s Lafayette Coney 
Island Restaurant` and the neighboring competitor, the American Coney Island 
Restaurant.  Hundreds (possibly thousands) of coney island restaurants pepper 
southeastern Michigan, and virtually all of them are run by Greek Americans. 
 
Except for the most adventurous or inebriated diners, coney island hot dogs are 
best approached with a knife and fork.  True devotees graduate to chili cheese 
fries—a mess of French fries topped with chili and shredded cheese. 

 
Coincidentally, the world’s first open heart surgery was performed in Detroit’s 
Harper Hospital in 1952.  Dr. Forest Dewey Dodrill successfully operated on the 
left ventricle of a patient, keeping him alive during the operation with a heart 
pump that Dr. Dodrill had invented in cooperation of researchers from General 
Motors. 
 
 
We’ll point you toward the nearest coney island restaurant during your visit.  
Register for the 2011 AIRS Annual Training and Education Conference in the ‘D’ 
today. 
 

                   --Meecheegander 

  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
 
PPS—Less than two weeks after the Conference ended, news came out that 
Michigan comedian Mike Binder had opened a new casual restaurant on the 
Sunset Strip next to the venerable Whiskey a Go Go club in Hollywood.  Named 
Coney Dog, it serves Michigan-style coney island hot dogs as well as Detroit 
staples like Better Made potato chips, Faygo pop, and Sanders hot fudge 
desserts.  Being Hollywood, though, the restaurant will also offer vegetarian 
coney dogs.   
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Meecheegander shakes his head in dismay.  When will Californians realize that 
it’s sacrileges like this that bring on those earthquakes.
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Did You Know THIS About Michigan Music?  (posted 5/9) 
When people think of Michigan music, they probably envision Motown.  The 
Supremes, Marvin Gaye, Smokey Robinson, and the like. 
 
But the state’s musical production obviously extends beyond that.  Though 
Meecheegander’s early exposure was limited to classic polka music and truly 
atrocious old-style country music, he became aware of a wider acoutic spectrum 
when he moved to the ‘D’. 
 

• Francis Ford Coppola’s middle name stems from the fact that he was born 
in Detroit’s Henry Ford Hospital.  His father, Carmine, was first flautist with 
the Detroit Symphony at the time. 

• Many consider Rock Around the Clock by Bill Haley and His Comets to be 
the first rock and roll record.  Haley was born and raised in Detroit inner 
city suburb of Highland Park.  (Except for a shared border, Highland Park 
and multi-ethnic enclave Hamtramck are entirely surrounded by the City of 
Detroit. 

                               
• The city produced a long string of gospel musicians, including Della 

Reese, the incomparable Aretha Franklin, and the entire Winans dynasty. 
• Jazz musicians from Detroit include Tommy Flanagan, Hank Jones, Elvin 

Jones, Thad Jones, Yusef Lateef, Barry Harris, Milt Jackson, Ron Carter, 
and Kenny Burrell. 

• Pop icon Madonna was raised in Michigan, spending part of her childhood 
in the Detroit suburb of Rochester Hills and in Bay City with her 
grandparents. 

                                                   
• Sonny Bono came from Detroit, as did early rock and roll star Del 

Shannon. 
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• Bob Seger was born in the Little ‘D’ (Dearborn) and lived there until his 
family moved to Ann Arbor. 

                           
• Vincent Furnier was born in the Detroit suburb of Allen Park but became 

more famous after legally changing his name to Alice Cooper. 
• And hip hop artists Eminem and Kid Rock both come from (and still reside 

in) Macomb County, just across Eight Mile Rd. from Detroit’s Wayne 
County. 

                                        
 
PS—While Meecheegander was giving visiting AIRS luminary Cat Kelly a tour of 
Belle Isle a few days before the Conference opened, she noticed some news 
vans at the beach.  We didn’t know what they were there for, but a news story 
the next day said Kid Rock had staged a kayak photo op to announce that he’d 
be doing a concert at Comerica Park on August 12. 
We promise lots of local tunes will be spun during the Friends of AIRS Silent and 
Auction.  Have you registered for the 2011 AIRS Annual Training and Education 
Conference in the ‘D’ yet? 
 

                   --Meecheegander 

  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
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Did You Know THIS About Detroit ZIP Codes?  (posted 5/10) 
Like all large cities, Detroit has many ZIP Codes.  A veritable plethora of them, in 
fact.  But ZIP Code 48222 is different than any of the nation’s roughly 43,000 ZIP 
Codes that are currently in use.  It’s billed as being the only floating ZIP Code. 
 
Since 1874, the J. W. Westcott company has been delivering supplies to ships 
passing by Detroit.  Starting in 1895, the company also began delivering U.S. 
mail along with supplies. The format for addressing a letter to a seaman is: 
  [first name] [last name] 
  [ship name] 
  c/o The J. W. Westcott II 
  Detroit, MI  48222 
 
From its port near the Ambassador Bridge that links Detroit to Windsor Ontario, 
the Westcott motors out to ships as they pass beneath the bridge.  Supplies that 
have been ordered are delivered, as is mail.  Any mail that the ship’s crew wants 
to send is handed over to the Westcott’s crew. 

                           
The current vessel (45’ long with a 13’ beam) was built for the company by the 
Paasch Marine Service of Erie, PA in 1949. 
 
In 2001, the ship was caught in the wake of a freighter she was servicing and 
sank beneath the Bridge.  The captain and another crew member died, but the 
two other crew members were rescued. 
 
The ship was salvaged, refurbished, and returned to service. 

 
Typical of Detroit.  You can knock us down, but you can’t keep us down. 
 
The ZIP Code for the Conference is 48126-2178.  Have you registered for the 
2011 AIRS Annual Training and Education Conference in the ‘D’ yet? 
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                   --Meecheegander 

  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
 
PPS—Always capitalize ZIP Code.  It’s an acronym for Zone Improvement Plan.
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Did You Know THIS About Michigan’s Breakfast Food Industry?  (posted 5/11) 
Dr. John Harvey Kellogg was chief medical officer of the Battle Creek Sanitarium, 
a medical institution which was owned and operated by the Seventh Day 
Adventist Church in the city of Battle Creek (about midway between Detroit and 
Chicago).  The Sanitarium followed the Church’s health principles, including 
vegetarianism, exercise, and abstinence from alcohol and tobacco.  
 
Kellogg adopted those principles but went somewhat further.  Believing that most 
disease arose from unhealthy intestinal flora, he prescribed a regimen of copious 
water intake and daily enemas of a particularly vigorous nature.  Following that 
cleansing, he plied patients with a pint of yoghurt.  Half of the yoghurt was to be 
taken orally, while the other half was to be administered by enema. 

   
 
(Uh-uh . . . even Meecheegander isn’t crude enough to offer up images that 
crude.  Nosiree, Bob!)  
 
Kellogg also felt strongly about the harmful effects of sexual activity and warned 
that masturbation could cause impotence, urinary infections, cancer of the womb, 
epilepsy, and sometimes insanity.  As a preventive measure, he recommended 
circumcision for males (without anesthetic, so as to implant a negative 
association) and the administration of pure carbolic acid to female genitalia to 
allay abnormal excitement.  (Meecheegander isn’t touching those images, 
either.) 
 
He achieved quite a following, and his patients included Henry Ford, Thomas 
Edison, George Bernard Shaw, Tarzan actor Johnny Weissmuller, Amelia 
Earhart, and former president William Howard Taft. 
 
Kellogg believed in the merits of a diet low in protein and high in fiber.  To that 
end, he and his brother Will Keith Kellogg founded the Sanitas Food Company in 
1897 to produce and market healthy breakfast cereals.  When the doctor refused 
to add sugar to the cereals, Will started his own company in 1906—the Battle 
Creek Toasted Corn Flake Company.  That company eventually became the 
Kellogg Company and is today Battle Creek’s largest employer. 
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One of Dr. Kellogg’s patients, Charles William Post, started his own rival 
breakfast cereal company, the Postum Cereal Company.  Dr. Kellogg alleged 
that Post had stolen the corn flake formula from the Sanitarium’s safe.  Post 
Foods continues to be the Kellogg Company’s chief rival on grocery store 
shelves, but its headquarters moved from Battle Creek to St. Louis, MO. 
 
Ironically, Post and both Kellogg brothers are all buried in Battle Creek’s Oak Hill 
Cemetery.  So is African-American abolitionist and women’s rights advocate 
Sojourner Truth. 

                       
 
MI-AIRS promises not to prescribe any enemas for Conference attendees.  Have 
you registered for the 2011 AIRS Annual Training and Education Conference in 
the ‘D’ yet? 
 

                   --Meecheegander 

  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
 
 



The Meecheegander Missives.doc                                                                     68

Did You Know THIS About Michigan’s Cephalopods?  (posted 5/12) 
In case you’ve forgotten this from high school biology, cephalopods are a class of 
marine mollusks who have tentacles, horny jaws, and well developed eyes and 
nervous systems.  Modern mollusks are pretty much limited to the octopus, the 
squid, the cuttlefish, and the chambered nautilus. 
 
As marine mollusks, cephalopods can’t survive in Michigan.  As previous posts 
have noted, we’ve got lots of water and lots of (underground) salt.  But no salt 
water. 
 
However, the octopus makes frequent appearances in Michigan this time of year.  
Rather than floating in water, they fly onto a surface of frozen water. 

                   
Detroit prides itself as being Hockeytown, USA.  (Hang on, I’m going someplace 
here.  All this stuff will come together.  Trust me.)     Along with the Montreal 
Canadiens, the Toronto Maple Leafs, the New York Rangers, the Boston Bruins, 
and the Chicago Black Hawks, the Detroit Red Wings were among the six teams 
that comprised the National Hockey League between 1942 and 1967.  (The NHL 
actually goes back to the 1917-1918 season, but a lot of teams came and went in 
the first 25 years.  But the Montreal, Toronto, New York, Boston, Chicago, and 
Detroit franchises go back to the very inaugural season.) 
 
During the six-team period, the championship was determined by two best-of-
seven rounds.  Consequently, it took eight post-season wins to bring home the 
Stanley Cup. 
 
During a 1952 playoff game in Detroit, brothers Pete and Jerry Cusimano 
smuggled an octopus (hey, they owned a seafood store at Eastern Market) into 
Olympia Arena and heaved it onto the ice after the home team scored a goal.  
The Red Wings went on to sweep the series (eight tentacles = eight wins), and a 
tradition was born. 
 
The practice has been both emulated and vilified.   

• Nashville Predator fans have thrown catfish onto the ice during home 
playoff games.   

• A San Jose Sharks fan somehow smuggled a four foot leopard shark in 
and heaved it onto the rink during a 2007 home playoff game. 
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• During the 1996 playoffs, Florida Panther fans threw thousands of toy rats 
(huh?) onto the ice whenever the Panthers scored.  The fans even took 
the practice to away games.  Several arrests ensued. 

• During the 2008 playoffs between the Red Wings and the Pittsburgh 
Penguins, Pittsburgh seafood merchants began demanding that 
customers produce ID and refused to sell octopi to Michiganders.  
Amazingly, no lawsuit ensued 

 
Al the Octopus is the unofficial Red Wing mascot.  Because it now takes 16 post-
season wins to bring home the Cup, management of The Joe (the downtown Joe 
Louis Arena) now hang two copies of the red octopod over the ice during the 
playoff season. 

                     
Sadly, rumor has it that the octopus throwing tradition led to at least one sports 
tragedy.  To stoke interest in the upcoming hockey playoffs, an octopus tossing 
promotion was held before a Detroit Tigers home game in May, 2002.  (Little 
Caesar Pizza czar Mike Illitch owns both teams.)  Hard throwing reliever Matt 
Anderson and starting pitcher Jeff Weaver both participated, hoping to win the 
prize of limo transportation and tickets to a playoff game. 
 
Meecheegander doesn’t know whether either player won the prize (some fans 
were also entered in the contest), but Anderson tore a muscle in his armpit while 
warming up during that night’s baseball game.   
 
To this day, Anderson insists his injury came from too many pulldowns on the 
weight machines rather than from the cephalopod caper.  “They were tiny little 
things, not like giant squids or something.”  And the contest only involved tossing 
them underhanded and trying to land them in a basket 20 feet away. 
 
Maybe the incident was purely coincidental.  But the injury effectively ended a 
promising career.  Despite vigorous rehab efforts, Anderson was never able to 
top 90 mph again after routinely hitting 100 mph during his (brief) prime.  He was 
out of major league baseball by 2005, and he was released from a minor league 
contract with the Philadelphia Phillies this April 14th. 
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MI-AIRS asks you not to bring any dead animals (or toy rats) to the 2011 AIRS 
Annual Training and Education Conference in the ‘D’.  Have you registered yet? 
 

                   --Meecheegander 

   

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
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Did You Know THIS About Michigan’s Beverages?  (posted 5/13) 
During the 1998 AIRS Conference in Atlanta, the social event was held at the 
World of Coca Cola. 
 
Detroit doesn’t have any beverage museums, but we’re the birthplace of a pop 
(that’s the preferred term in Michigan, with AKAs of soda and soda pop) that 
predates Coke by twenty years.  In fact, we’re home to America’s original soft 
drink. 
 
According to legend, drug store clerk James Vernor experimented with flavors in 
the early 1860’s trying to come up with a cheaper alternative to the ginger ale 
that was imported for Ireland.  Then he got drafted into the Michigan Infantry.  
After four years of service in the Civil War, he returned to Detroit.  When he 
opened the oak cask in which he had stored his last attempt, he found that the 
aging process had seriously enhanced the flavor.   He declared the beverage to 
be “deliciously different”—still the product’s motto. 

                          
 
Unlike early versions of Coca Cola, root beer, and the ginger ale imported from 
Ireland, Vernors Ginger Ale never contained any alcohol, caffeine, or other 
stimulants or depressants.  The competitors were marketed as tonics (often with 
highly questionable health claims), but Vernors was advertised as being a soft 
drink.  In fact, the original soft drink. 
 
The company built a massive bottling plant near the foot of Woodward Avenue, 
Detroit’s original thoroughfare.  But when the city decided to build Cobo Hall, the 
company agreed to a land swap and built a new facility on the former site of the 
city’s former exhibition hall.  Production continued at that site until owner United 
Brands closed down the plant.  It was subsequently demolished, and the site now 
houses a residence hall and parking structure for Wayne State University.   

 
A&W later purchased the Vernors brand, then A&W was bought by Cadbury 
Schweppes.   
 



The Meecheegander Missives.doc                                                                     72

While A&W expanded distribution of Vernors to 33 states, Michigan still accounts 
for 80% of consumption.  Sales are also high in Ohio and Illinois and in the 
Canadian province of Ontario.  Michigan retirees and snowbirds also give Florida 
a high consumption rate. 
 
Generations of Michiganders grew up drinking Vernors Ginger Ale.  
Meecheegander fondly remembers his mother giving him hot Vernors as a young 
child when he was sick.   
 
Vernors is highly carbonated with a much more robust flavor than other ginger 
ales.  The others are formulated as highball mixers, while Vernors is meant to be 
savored alone.  Or served with a scoop of vanilla ice cream in it as a Boston 
Cooler. 
 
Alas, modern day Vernors and Diet Vernors are both pale imitations of the real 
thing.  There’s less carbonation, and high fructose corn syrup, and various 
artificial flavors have been added to it.  And it’s only aged in oak barrels for three 
years rather than four. 
 
But you know what?  It still beats the pants off Coke.  And there’s still a winking 
Gnome on the label, with the A Michigan original since 1866 motto.  True 
Michiganders remember that the G in Gnome is not silent. 

                                                     
 
If you’ve never tasted Vernors, you should crack a bottle during the 2011 AIRS 
Annual Training and Education Conference in the ‘D’.  Have you registered yet? 
 

                   --Meecheegander 

  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
 
PPS—The Gnome’s name is Woody. 
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Did You Know THIS About Michigan’s Industries? (Posted 5/14) 
Most people can guess that manufacturing is Michigan’s leading industry.  Not  
just automobiles and automobile parts, but furniture (think Herman Miller and 
Steelcase), chemicals (Dow Chemical and Dow Corning), appliances (Whirlpool), 
pharmaceuticals, and food products. 
 
Touristry is the second largest contributor to the state’s economy.  The Henry 
Ford in Dearborn, Mackinac Island, and an incredible variety of outdoor activity 
opportunities.  (Bet you don’t know that Michigan has more public golf courses 
than any other state.  Or that the National Museum of Skiing is in Ishpeming.  Or 
anything about Zug Island.) 

       
 
And agriculture is the third pillar of the Michigan economy.  Milk, navy beans, 
soybeans, sugar beets, potatoes, and a surprising variety of fruit.  The state 
produces more tart cherries and blueberries than any other state.  Lake Michigan 
moderates the climate of the western side of the lower peninsula, resulting in a 
great environment for fruit orchards.  Traverse City hosts a famous Cherry 
Festival (which puts the Munger Potato Festival to shame) and is home to a 
growing number of wineries. 

              
   
There’s a good chance that you’ll have an opportunity to bid on some Michigan 
wines at the Friends of AIRS Silent Auction during the 2011 AIRS Annual 
Training and Education Conference in the ‘D’.  Have you registered yet? 
 

                   --Meecheegander 

  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
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Did You Know THIS About Michigan Writers? (Posted 5/15) 
Frankly, Meecheegander is barely keeping up with the workload of producing one 
post a day until the Conference in the ‘D’.  And some days he runs a bit short on 
material. 
 
This is one of those days.  He figured he’d do a simple posting on Michigan 
writers.  And he was rather disappointed at how thin the pickings are.  While 
some really prominent writers are associated with Michigan (think of all of 
Hemingway’s Nick Adams stories) or worked here (Robert Frost accepted a 
lifetime appointment as a Fellow in Letters at the University of Michigan in Ann 
Arbor in 1924 but returned to Amherst College three years later), Mitten State 
natives or long-time residents aren’t all that well known.  But there are some. 

• 1925 Pulitzer Prize winner Edna Ferber was born in Kalamazoo 
• Post-war novelist Nelson Algren was from Detroit 
• Political and cultural journalist Michael Kinsley is also a Detroit native 
• Blue collar journalist Ben Hamper is a Flint native 
• Former poet laureate Robert Hayden was also from Detroit but spent most 

of his life in Ann Arbor 
• Pulitzer prize winning poet Theodore Roethke was from Saginaw.  Much 

of the flower imagery in his work may stem (sorry about that) from the fact 
that his family ran a flower shop there. 

• And while serving on the Michigan Supreme Court, John D. Voelker wrote 
(under the pen name Robert Travers) wrote the magnificent courtroom 
mystery, Anatomy of a Murder.  The American Bar Association declared 
the 1959 movie version (directed by Otto Preminger and mostly shot in the 
Upper Peninsula) to be one of the 12 best trial movies ever produced. 

 
• Poet and novelist Jim Harrison was born in Grayling near the shore of 

Lake Huron. 
• Harrison’s lifelong friend and fellow novelist Thomas McGuane was born 

in Wyandotte and educated at Michigan State University before moving to 
Montana 

• Acclaimed poet and essayist Thomas Lynch operates a funeral home in 
Milford. 

• Under-appreciated mystery and Western novelist Loren Estleman was 
born in Ann Arbor and still pounds out his pages on a manual typewriter. 

• And the king of Western and mystery fiction Elmore Leonard was born in 
New Orleans but has cranked out his work in the Detroit suburb of 
Birmingham.  Leonard does his writing (and his screenplays—over a 
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dozen of his books have been filmed) with a pen on yellow legal pads.  
(No, I can’t explain the IBM Selectric typewriter in the photo below.) 

         
 
Meecheegander recommends you pick up a copy of Elmore Leonard’s latest 
novel, Djbouti, to occupy you on your flight to the 2011 AIRS Annual Training and 
Education Conference in the ‘D’.  Have you registered yet? 
 

                   --Meecheegander 

  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
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Did You Know THIS About Michigan Place Names? (posted 5/16) 
Many place names in Michigan derive from local Native American words.  When 
the Europeans arrived, they found the Chippewas (Ojibwas`) in the northern 
regions, the Ottawas in the west central, the Pottawatamis in the southwest, and 
the Hurons and the Wyandottes in the southeast.  With the exception of the 
Huron and the Wyandottes, all of them spoke the Algonquian language.   

 
• Michigan is the Algonquian word for Big Lake, referring to Lake Michigan.   
• Kalamazoo means Otter’s Tail.   
• Mackinac means Turtle Island.   
• Muskegon means Plenty of Fish.   
• Petoskey means Where the Light Shines Through the Clouds.   
• Saginaw means Where the Sauk Were (before the Chippewa drove them 

out; they resettled in northern Illinois and Wisconsin). 
 
Other names stem back to the period of French settlement. 

• Detroit means Of the Straits, referring to the fact that the Detroit River 
connects Lake Erie (one of the Great Lakes) to Lake St. Clair (a Pretty 
Good Lake but not quite a Great Lake). 

• Sault Ste. Marie means The Rapids of Saint Marie. (The St. Mary’s River 
undergoes considerable turbulence as it carries the waters of Lake 
Superior from 600 ft above sea level down to Lake Huron at 577 ft above 
sea level.) 

• Presque Ile means Peninsula. 
• Grosse Ile means Big Island. 

 
Settlers from other states often imported local names.  New Yawkas seem to 
have settled much of the area of Oakland County just north of Detroit’s Eight Mile 
Road boundary: 

• Meecheegander used to live in the south Oakland County city of Troy. 
• North of Troy is the city of Rochester. 
• To the east of Rochester is the city of Utica. 
• And the county immediately north of Oakland County is Genesee County. 

 
Immigrants from other countries created familiar names for the settlements they 
founded in Michigan. 

• The Dutch founded the city of Holland, site of an annual Tulip Festival and 
the only place in Michigan where one can purchase wooden shoes. 
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• Frankenmuth means Courage of the Franconians.  Also known as Little 
Bavaria, Frankenmuth is known both for the family style chicken dinners 
served on a monumental scale by competing restaurants Zehnder’s and 
the Bavarian Inn and for Bronner’s CHRISTmas Wonderland (that’s their 
spelling)—a 7.35 acre retail store that sells every conceivable Christmas-
themed ornament, knick knack, and doodad.  If you’re looking for a toilet 
paper roller that plays Jingle Bells as it turns, this is where you’d start your 
search. 

 
Besides the unincorporated community of Christmas (in the Upper Peninsula’s 
Alger County and 361 miles north of Frankenmuth), Michigan has two 
municipalities with names of theological significance: 

• Paradise is an unincorporated community in the northeastern UP.  
Ironically, Paradise is adjacent to Whitefish Point, the most dangerous 
shipping area in Lake Superior and graveyard to dozens of vessels 
including the SS Edmund Fitzgerald. 

• Hell is another unincorporated community about 60 miles west of Detroit.  
Legend has it that when founding father George Reeves was asked what 
he thought the place should be called where he had established his 
sawmill, gristmill, distillery, and tavern, he replied “I don’t care.  You can 
name it Hell for all I care.”  Another theory links the name to the wetlands 
and mosquitoes that settlers had to cope with. 
Meecheegander has never journeyed to Hell, but it sounds like an 
interesting day trip.  Home to (fictional) Damnation University (Damn U, 
get it?), which sells unaccredited singed [sic] and sealed diplomas, the 
Hellions do their best to make a killing on tourists.  Whether it’s license 
plates, bumper stickers, or T-shirts, Hell is the place to go.  For $100, you 
can even commemorate a friend by having her/him named Mayor of Hell 
for a day.  For details, go to www.hell2you.com.  

      
 
 
Meecheegander trusts that the 41 degree temperature he awoke to this morning 
is the last gasp of Old Man Winter and that summer weather that’s less than 
hellish will greet you when you arrive for the 2011 AIRS Annual Training and 
Education Conference in the ‘D’.  Have you registered yet? 
 

                   --Meecheegander 

  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
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Did You Know THIS About the Michigan Movie Industry? (posted 5/17) 
Detroit will never be confused with Hollywood, but a surprising number of movies 
have been shot in Michigan.   
 
According to the Michigan Film Office, over 200 movies have been shot here.  
Some of the more prominent (or infamous) include: 

• Anatomy of a Murder (1959; both set in and shot in the Upper Peninsula 
and based on a novel by a Michigan Supreme Court Justice—which was 
loosely based on a case he defended as a young lawyer) 

 
• Where the Boys Are (1960; starring George Hamilton and Connie Francis) 
• Blue Collar (1978; set in an auto factory and starring Richard Prior) 
• The Betsy (1978; a truly awful film about the auto industry that 

demonstrates what can happen when Lawrence Olivier and Robert Duvall 
get involved in a production based on a Harold Robbins novel) 

• Somewhere in Time (1979; shot on Mackinac Island; Christopher Reeve’s 
last film starring Christopher Reeve ) 

 
• Hardcore (1979; Detroit native George C. Scott playing a father trying to 

rescue his runaway teenage daughter from the underground pornography 
industry) 

• Continental Divide (1981; John Belushi’s last movie1 and his only serious 
role—as a sportswriter who falls in love with a woman passionately 
committed to the conservation movement) 

• Tough Enough (1983; a young man tries to achieve fame and fortune by 
entering a Tough Man tournament; the Tough Man tournaments were 
started by Bay City demolition company owner Art Dore) 

• Beverly Hills Cop (1984; starring Eddy Murphy as Detroit-born homicide 
detective Axel Foley and real-life Detroit homicide squad supervisor Gil 
Hill as his supervisor; this publicity would start Hill on the road to being 
elected to Detroit City Council) 

                                                 

1
 This time, Meecheegander is right about it being an actor’s last movie. 
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• Beverly Hills Cop II (1989) 
• Roger and Me (1989; Michigander Michael Moore’s first documentary to 

garner public attention.  (Many of us in Michigan brag about Michael 
Moore even less often than we brag about fellow Michigander George 
Armstrong Custer.) 

Presumed Innocent (1990; Fair Lane Estate 42, 122 
•  Ford movie based on the blockbuster novel by Scott Turow) 
• Die Hard II (1990; Bonnie Bedelia reprises her role as the wife of New 

York City police detective John McClane in this airport thriller) 

• Hoffa (1992; Jack Nicholson movie directed by Danny DeVito and with an 
unbilled—and unseen—appearance by Meecheegander as an extra.  Yes, 
Danny DeVito is that short.) 

 
• Cobb (1994; Tommy Lee Jones stars as the best player ever to wear the 

Old English D and the most hated man in baseball) 
• 8 Mile (2001; metro Detroit superstar Eminem stars in a story loosely 

based on his own life) 
• Bowling for Columbine (2002; Michael Moore again) 
• Road to Perdition (2002; one of Tom Hanks’ darkest movies turned out to 

be Paul Newman’s final curtain2) 
• Standing in the Shadows of Motown (2002; award-winning documentary 

about the unbilled house band playing behind all those recording stars) 
• Dreamgirls (2006) 
• Transformers (2006; Autobots vs Decepticons) 
• Gran Turino (2008; Clint Eastwood starred in and directed this Golden 

Globe nominee) 

                                                 

2
 Meecheegander is right about this one, too. 
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• The Day the Earth Stood Still (2009; a remake that shouldn’t have been 

remade) 
• Gulliver’s Travels (2010) 
• Zombie Abomination:  The Italian Zombie Movie—Part One (2010; “While 

investigating the death of his twin brother, a special forces veteran, a sexy 
psychic, an evil succubus, her oafish boyfriend, two mysterious aliens and 
the Michigan Militia inadvertently join forces in a landfill of the living 
dead.”) 

 
• A Very Harold and Kumar Christmas (in post-production for a presumable 

2011 release) 
• Transformers:  Dark of the Moon (also in post-production for a presumable 

2011 release) 
 
Michigan AIRS invites you to join us at the 2011 AIRS Annual Training and 
Education Conference in the ‘D’ for the premiere of our own recent production.  
Have you registered yet? 
 

                   --Meecheegander 

  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
 
PPS—No, Meecheegander did not make up the plot summary for Zombie 
Abomination. 
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Did You Know THIS About the Michigan Radio and Television Industry? (posted 
5/18) 
Michigan also plays a larger role in the TV industry than most folks realize. 
 
Actually, the state’s role in broadcasting goes back to the days of radio drama.  
Few folks realize that The Green Hornet, Sergeant Preston of the Yukon, and 
even . . . gasp . . . The Lone Ranger originated in the studios of WXYZ high atop 
what was then the Maccabees Building on Woodward Avenue directly south of 
the main branch of the Detroit Public Library.  WXYZ was then a hub for the NBC 
Blue Network. 

               
Alas, radio drama fell before the onslaught of television programming.  In the 
past 30+ years, Michigan has seen a significant increase in the production of TV 
programs.      
 

• Jimmy B. and Andre (1979 TV Movie; former Detroit Lion Alex Karras 
stars as Jimmy Butsicaris, the co-owner of a legendary sports bar known 
for various incidents, including Jimmy Billy Martin punching out one of his 
own pitchers and Karras getting into a brawl with local wrestling icon Dick 
the Bruiser) 

• Tiger Town (1983 TV movie; Roy Scheider introduces his son to the 
wonderful world of cheering for the Detroit Tigers) 

                  
• ’61 (2000 TV movie; the newly vacant Tiger Stadium—the Tigers had just 

moved into Comerica Park—stands in for Yankee Stadium during Roger 
Maris’ run to beat Babe Ruth’s single-season home run record while most 
of the attention focused on his fellow Yankee, Mickey Mantle) 

• Kevorkian (2008; TV documentary about the assisted suicide proponent) 
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• You Don’t Know Jack (2009 TV Movie; Al Pacino absolutely nails the 

quirks of Jack Kevorkian) 
• Detroit 187 (2010-2011 TV series; The Sopranos alumnus Michael 

Imperioli stars as a homicide detective. 
 

In Meecheegander’s mind, though, no program captures the look of Detroit better 
than HBO’s Hung, the comedic drama about a divorced high school coach who 
tries to make ends meet by exploiting his exceptional talents as . . . well, the title 
pretty much explains it.  The Hung opening sequence nails several Woodward 
Avenue landmarks: 

• A downtown view of a freighter steaming down the Detroit River 

•    
• The iconic Joe Louis fist sculpture at the foot of Woodward 
• The Lafayette Coney Island restaurant downtown 
• A building at the corner of Grand Circus Park advertising employment 

opportunities at the MGM Grand Casino 
• The Fox Theatre, a 1928 movie palace that seats 5,000 viewers and 

features a . . . stunning . . . blend of Indian, Burmese, Chinese, and 
Persian motifs. 

• The abandoned Highland Park hulk of the first assembly plant that Henry 
Ford built. 

• A no-tell motel on the northern Detroit border at Woodward and Eight Mile 
Road.  (At least the place had taken down the Hourly Rates Available sign 
a few years before the scene was shot.) 

 
See how many of these landmarks you can view during the 2011 AIRS Annual 
Training and Education Conference in the ‘D’.  Have you registered yet? 
 

                   --Meecheegander 

  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
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PPS—TV and movie production in Michigan is likely to decrease following the 
Governor’s efforts to reduce tax subsidies to filmmakers.  But one production that 
has been greenlighted is Sam Raimi’s (he’s a local guy best known for the 
Spiderman movies) Oz, the Great and Powerful, the prequel to the 1939 classic.  
Shooting is scheduled to begin in November in a recently completed $100 million 
complex in Pontiac.  After Robert Downey, Jr., and Johnny Depp turned down 
the lead role, it looks like it will go to James Franco. 
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Did You Know THIS About the Michigan Lumber Industry? (posted 5/19) 
Meecheegander reluctantly begins this posting with two corrections 

• Somewhere in Time wasn’t even close to being Christopher Reeve’s last 
film.  That 1980 production preceded his crippling injury by 15 years.  
Thank you, Georgia. 

• And Meecheegander is particularly embarrassed to have referred 
yesterday to baseball manager Jimmy Martin punching out his pitcher at 
the Lindell Athletic Club.  Anyone who knows anything about baseball 
would know that Billy Martin was the only manager crazy enough to have 
done that.  The incident occurred during Martin’s 1971-1973 stint 
managing the Detroit Tigers.  His 1973 baseball card is a collector’s item.  
Nobody noticed that he was giving the photographer the defiant digit until 
after the card had been issued. 

 
Logging was Michigan’s first major industry.  When the Great Plains began being 
settled in the middle decades of the Nineteenth Century, the New York and 
Maine pine forests that had been the prime sources of timber had been pretty 
well exhausted.  Michigan was not only heavily forested, its extensive waterways 
made it conducive to transport logs to sawmills, where they could be converted to 
lumber and loaded onto rail cars for shipment elsewhere. 
 
Between 1840 and 1960, the number of sawmills in Michigan doubled while the 
value of their annual output increased from $1,000,000 to $6,000,000.  That was 
just the beginning.  By 1869, sawmills in the Saginaw Valley alone (at the bottom 
of Saginaw Bay`—picture the deep inlet between the Thumb and the rest of the 
Mitten) were producing $7,000,000 of lumber annually.  From 1869 through the 
turn of the century, Michigan consistently produced more lumber than any other 
state. 

    
Technological advances continuously increased production.   

• Steam-driven band saws produced smoother boards and less sawdust 
than circular saws (which tended to wobble).   
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• Silas Overpack’s invention in 1875 of the big wheel extended the cutting 
season beyond winter months, when trees could be skidded along icy 
trails.  Not to be confused with the annoying plastic three-wheeled 
vehicles that have replaced the metal tricycles of Meecheegander’s 
childhood, these big wheels were pairs of BIG wheels (available in 9’, 9’ 
6”, and 10’ diameters) linked together with a heavy axle.  Logs up to 100’ 
long were suspended by chains below the axle, creating a low center of 
gravity.  Horses or oxen (or, later, tractors) were hooked to the rigs by 16’ 
ironwood tongues.  Once the initial inertia had been overcome, loads of up 
to 2,000 board feet could be transported with ease.  Iron cladding on the 
wheels allowed them to travel over rocks and stumps, and the sheer 
diameters prevented them from getting mired in mud. 

    
• The development of narrow gauge railroads made it possible to extend 

cutting further and further away from the rivers which ultimately 
transported the logs to the sawmills. 

 
 
Meecheegander will provide more information about Michigan’s logging past 
tomorrow.  Have you registered for the 2011 AIRS Annual Training and 
Education Conference in the ‘D’ yet? 
 

                   --Meecheegander 

  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
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Did You Know The REST OF THIS About the Michigan Logging Industry? 
(posted 5/20) 
Lumber camps were rough and tumble places, typically housing 60-100 men.  
The men lived in log bunkhouses, but the centers of activity were the cooking 
shanty and the camp office and store.   
 
Logging was incredibly hard labor.  Lumberjacks worked six 10-hour days a 
week, and the cookhouse crews were responsible for fueling them with 
thousands of calories each day.  When looking for a job, lumberjacks considered 
both the wages offered by each camp and the quality of the camp’s cook.  A 
camp without a good cook would quickly become a camp without loggers, so the 
cooks wielded considerable clout.  They often demanded silence during meals 
(so that the meal and the cleanup could be accomplished as quickly as possible), 
and they got it. 
 
Lumberjacks were typically paid $20-$30 a month, but they had little opportunity 
to spend their wages out in the wilderness other than buying overpriced whiskey 
and tobacco from the company store.  So when they came to town after a camp 
closed down (which was inevitable once the timber had been cleared from the 
land the company had purchased), it was party time. 
 
Meecheegander grew up in Bay City.  Legends still abound about Hell’s Half Mile 
along Water Street on the eastern banks of the Saginaw River.  Lumberjacks 
returning from the wilderness sought three things:  bathwater, whiskey, and 
women of negotiable virtue.  They could find all of those in the saloons, boarding 
houses, and bordellos on the Mile. 

      
One of the most legendary loggers was Joe Fournier, a French Canadian 
sometimes thought to be the model for the Paul Bunyan tall tales.  Fournier had 
huge jaws and double rows of upper and lower teeth.  One of his drunken stunts 
was to bite the edge of a bar hard enough to leave an impression of his 
distinctive dentition.  “Dis Joe Fournier,” he would then proclaim.  “And dis his 
mark.” 
 
Hell’s Half Mile is no more.  Many of the buildings survive, but that section of 
Water Street is now better known for antique shops than for vice venues.  But 
Center Avenue is still home to the mansions that the lumber barons built. 
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By the end of the boom, over 19 million acres of Michigan forest had been 
stripped of its timber—over 30,000 square miles.  Unlike today, no thought was 
given to replanting.  The lumber companies often loaded the cleared soil with 
fertilizer and then planted a demonstration crop in order to persuade prospective 
buyers of the natural fertility of the soil 
 
During the Depression, Civilian Conservation Corpss were assigned to plant 
millions of seedling trees in the logged areas.  Today, roughly half of Michigan is 
once again covered with forests. continues to be a major industry in the northern 
portion of the state, but timber is essentially a renewable crop now rather than a 
resource to be plundered. 

 
 

If you come to the Conference looking for whiskey or bathwater, you’ll find it at 
the Dearborn Hyatt Regency.  And you’ll find companionship, too.  Have you 
registered for the 2011 AIRS Annual Training and Education Conference in the 
‘D’ yet? 
 

                   --Meecheegander 

  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
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Did You Know THIS About Bootlegging in Detroit? (posted 5/21) 
Detroit’s proximity to Canada proved to be an economic blessing when the 
Eighteenth Amendment went into effect in 1919 to ban the manufacture, sale, or 
purchase of alcohol.  Michiganders established a profitable new industry:  rum 
running. 
 
Michigan had a running start in the liquor smuggling business.  The state 
legislature banned alcohol in 1917, giving entrepreneurs a two year head start to 
perfect their methods.  It’s estimated that 75% of all the booze smuggled into the 
United States during Prohibition’s 14 year run was transported from Ontario into 
Michigan over the Detroit River (which connects Lake Erie to Lake St. Clair), 
Lake St. Clair, or the St. Clair River (connecting Lake St. Clair to Lake Huron).   

   
Smuggling alcohol into the US wasn’t limited to organized crime.  “People used 
such gimmicks as rubber belts, false breasts, chest protectors, suitcases and 
even loaves of bread to transport it.”  Children were often brought along on 
cross-border trips and coached to pitch a tantrum if Customs authorities began a 
search. 
 
But the money was in large scale smuggling.  Smugglers drove across the frozen 
river and lake during the dead of winter, sometimes pushing the limits too a 
dangerous extent.  Sunken cars still litter the riverbed, filled with Canadian scotch 
that’s still aging in bottles rather than in casks.  And during summer months, high 
speed boats easily outran the Coast Guard’s anemic fleet. 
 
The stakes were high.  By 1929, Detroit’s underground liquor industry was 
second to the auto industry in terms of wealth.  The Detroit liquor trade was 
dominated by The Purple Gang.  Contrary to popular ethnic stereotypes, the 
gang’s leadership was Jewish rather than Italian.  But they were tough enough to 
keep Al Capone’s mob out of most of Michigan.  After a series of shootouts, US-
31 (which runs from Grand Rapids down to the Indiana border) was established 
as the boundary between the two mobs. 
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Like the Chicago mob, the Purple Gang ruled by terror and violence.  Besides 
deep involvement in speakeasy operations, they controlled much of the gambling 
in Detroit.  They also frequently kidnapped mobsters from competing games and 
held them for ransom, and they ran a protection racket involving a union they set 
up for the cleaning industry.  (Stink bomb, anyone?) 
 
Before the repeal of Prohibition, the Purple Gang was but a shadow of itself.  
Beset by assassinations and imprisonment, the weakened gang found their 
territory taken over by what was called the Detroit Partnership—the result of a 
merger of East Side and West Side Sicilian gangs.  Joe Zerilli effectively ran 
most of Detroit’s organized crime from the late 1930’s until his retirement in the 
early 1970’s.  One of his last actions was reportedly warning former Teamster’s 
Union president Jimmy Hoffa not to attempt to seek re-election after he got out of 
prison.  Hoffa elected not to follow that advice.  He probably should have. 
 
Hoffa was last seen July 30, 1975.  He had left for a meeting in a Bloomfield Hills 
restaurant with  Zerilli lieutenant Anthony (Tony Jack) Giacalone.  Hoffa called 
his wife to say that Tony Jack hadn’t shown.  Over 35 years later, people are still 
looking for Jimmy Hoffa. 
 
But that’s another story for another day.  
 
 
MI-AIRS promises that your presenters will show up for the workshops at the 
2011 AIRS Annual Training and Education Conference in the ‘D’.   Dearborn 
Hyatt Regency.  No further comment.  Have you registered yet? 
 

                   --Meecheegander 

  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
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Did You Know THIS About Bridges in Bay City? (posted 5/22) 
The Saginaw River runs through Meecheegander’s native town of Bay City.  
When he was young, the river was crossed by three and a half bridges.   

• The Belinda Bridge connected Belinda Street on the East Side to 
Patterson on the West Side.  (Technically, Patterson was north of Belinda 
because the river hooks a right turn downriver of downtown, but let’s stick 
with East Side and West Side.  This is going to be complicated enough.) 

• The Third Street Bridge (below left) connected Third Street on the East 
Side with Midland Street on the West Side.  

                       
• In the South End, the Lafayette Bridge (above right) connected Lafayette 

on the East Side to an island called The Middlegrounds and then 
connected the Middlegrounds with Salzburg Avenue on the West Side. 

• And in the far South End, the Cass Avenue Bridge connected Cass 
Avenue on the East Side with The Middlegrounds.  That’s why I’m 
counting it as half a bridge—it didn’t carry traffic all the way to the West 
Side.  

 
The Cass Avenue half bridge was demolished a long time ago, years before the 
Veterans Memorial Bridge was constructed around 1959 to carry traffic from the 
new business loop of I-75 across the river. 

 
Other than Vet’s Bridge, the bridges were pretty advanced in age.  The Belinda 
Bridge was the oldest.  Having opened in 1893, it hadn’t been designed to handle 
automotive traffic.  It was a narrow, rickety skeletal swinging bridge, and 
Meecheegander vividly remembers the terror of driving over it for the first time in 
driver’s ed class. 
 
Funds had finally been scraped together to replace the Belinda Bridge with a 
higher, wider, sturdier concrete structure.  The new bridge had been built just a 
few hundred yards upstream from the old one.  Christened the Independence 
Bridge, it was scheduled to open on July 4, 1976—the 200th anniversary of the 
signing of the Declaration of Independence. 
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All would have been well if the Third Street Bridge hadn’t collapsed on June 18th, 
1976.  The operator had swung the span open to allow a freighter to pass.  The 
freighter may or may not have exceeded the bridge’s speed limit and created a 
larger than normal wake.  In any event, the entire structure tipped, dipping one 
end into the river. 

 
 
THAT WASN’T SUPPOSED TO HAPPEN, DAMMIT!  The oldest bridge was 
supposed to fail soonest—that’s why the Belinda Bridge was being replaced first. 
 
But it was what it was.  Midland Street merchants took a major hit.  Their shops 
were no longer as accessible to East Siders as they had been.  Many went out of 
business during the 14 years it took to come up with the funding and erect a 
replacement span—the Liberty Bridge—just downriver from the site of the fallen 
Third Street Bridge. 
 
But all is well today.  The two new bridges are high enough that they only need to 
be opened for sailboats and for really tall freighters.  Their older siblings 
(Lafayette Bridge, 1939, and Vet’s Bridge, 1957) have each their decks replaced 
and their lift mechanisms updated within the past 15 years or so.  And Midland 
Street has reinvented itself as the city’s entertainment district.  The Midland 
Street bars have even recycled memorabilia from other local landmarks.  When 
visiting one pub a dozen years ago, Meecheegander was both pleased and 
perplexed to see that the hanging lights had been relocated from his native 
parish (St. James), which had to be demolished after being struck by lightning in 
1978. 
 
MI-AIRS promises you won’t be held up by open bridges (or collapsed ones) 
during your visit to the 2011 AIRS Annual Training and Education Conference.  
Have you registered yet? 
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                   --Meecheegander 

  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
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Did You Know THIS About Bridge Walks in Michigan? (posted 5/23) 
This brief posting will conclude the bridge theme of this l-o-n-g series of postings 
intended to fan interest in Michigan as the world’s I&R community prepares to 
descend on the 2011 AIRS Annual Training and Education Conference in the ‘D’ 
in less than two weeks. 
 
In a previous posting about the Mackinac Bridge, Meecheegander remarked 
upon the annual Labor Day tradition of walking across the five mile span.  The 
tradition goes back to 1958 (when there were fewer than 100 walkers), and 
numbers peaked in 1992 when 85,000 people followed Governor John Engler 
and President George H. W. Bush across the span.  (The Governor always leads 
the walkers.  John Swainson, who held the office from 1961-1962, may have 
qualified for an exemption.  The native of Windsor, Ontario, lost both legs in a 
mine explosion while serving in the U.S. Infantry during World War II.  He later 
learned to walk on the prosthetic legs he was fitted with, but give the guy a break 
already.) 
 
But that’s not the only bridge walk in Michigan.  Saturday August 20th will see the 
annual Lovells Bridge Walk across the structure spanning the north branch of the 
Au Sable River (one of Michigan’s loveliest rivers and the site of a famous annual 
canoe race).  Volunteer periodically stop traffic (which is normally pretty sparse 
except when folks gather for the Bridge Walk) when pedestrians choose to amble 
across the span (which Meecheegander estimates can’t exceed 100 feet).  A 
softball game and other activities accompany the annual event, which is 
designed to support charities in the unincorporated township with a population of 
576 according to the 1976 Census. 

   
No word yet on whether current Governor Rick Snyder will participate.  And while 
former Governor Swainson could easily manage the stroll across the Lovells 
Bridge, he died before the tradition began. 
 
 
You’ll have to take Meecheegander’s word that there is a Lovells Bridge unless 
you want to drive 218 miles north from Dearborn to see it yourself.  Have you 
registered for the Conference yet? 
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                   --Meecheegander 

  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
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Did You Know THIS About Magical Michigan? (posted 5/24) 
Michigan is a magical state.  Yeah, sure.  That’s what every state’s convention 
and visitors’ bureau claims to be.  Seriously, though, Michigan has an intense 
connection with magic.  Following are Meecheegander’s justifications for this 
thesis: 

1. The Abbot Magic Co. in Colon (named because the founders thought 
nearby Palmer Lake was shaped like the punctuation mark) is the world’s 
largest manufacture of magic paraphernalia (50,000 square feet) and the 
largest magic store.  During World War II, the company was granted 
status as a vital industry, freeing employees from being drafted.  

   
2. Colon is also the site of the Annual Magic Get Together (this year, August 

3 – 6), drawing professional and amateur magicians from around the 
country and other lands. 

3. Just up the road from Colon, Marshall is home to the American Museum of 
Magic.  The museum’s collection builds upon the props, posters, and 
artifacts collected by enthusiast Bob Lund.  Volunteers (including Doug 
Collins, who raised 30,000 doves for purchase by magicians before he 
retired) provide guided tours of the collection and its 30,000 file archive of 
clippings on magicians as famous as Harry Houdini and as obscure as 
Donna Delbers, who billed herself as the world’s only lady fire-eater (and 
who turned out to be an AWOL male G.I.).  
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4. Legendary magician and escape artist Harry Houdini died in Detroit’s 
Grace Hospital on October 31, 1926.  The cause of death was peritonitis 
and a ruptured appendix caused by a misunderstanding.  After a Montreal 
show on October 29, a McGill University student visiting in his dressing 
room complimented Houdini on his remarkable physical shape and said 
he bet the magician could take the student’s hardest punch to his gut.  
When Houdini nodded, the student took it as consent and punched him 
multiple times before he could tense his abdominal muscles.  Houdini took 
the stage in Detroit the night of October 30 with a 104 fever and passed 
out during his performance but regained consciousness and continued his 
act before being hospitalized.  He died the next night—Halloween.  

                 
Still not convinced that Michigan is magical?  Here’s the clincher. 

5. Earvin “Magic” Johnson grew up in Michigan’s capital city (Lansing) and 
took Michigan State University’s Spartans (in neighboring East Lansing) to 
two NCAA Championship final games (and one win) in his two years of 
college basketball.  Lansing sportswriter Fred Stabley Jr. gave Earvin the 
Magic moniker after seeing him score 36 points and get 18 rebounds and 
16 assists in a game as a 15 year old high school sophomore. 

 
Magic will be in the air at the AIRS Annual Training and Education Conference in 
the ‘D’ in less than two weeks.  Have you registered for the Conference yet? 
 

                   --Meecheegander 

  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
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Did You Know THIS About Michigan’s Automotive History? (posted 5/25) 
It’s inevitable that any examination of Michigan eventually turn to the auto 
industry.  Let’s assume that you’re already savvy enough to discredit two myths: 

1. The automobile was invented in the United States.  (FALSE.  Karl 
Friedrich Benz patented a three-wheeled vehicle propelled by a four-cycle 
gasoline engine in his native Germany in 1885.) 

2. Henry Ford was the first automobile manufacturer in the United States.  
(FALSE.  The Duryea Motor Wagon Company began manufacturing 
operations in western Massachusetts in March, 1896.  Two months later, 
a New York City motorist driving his new Duryea hit a bicyclist.  The 
cyclist suffered a broken leg, motorist Henry Wells spent the night in jail, 
and the two shared the honor of participating in America’s first recorded 
motor vehicle accident.) 

 
Ransom E. Olds became the first successful manufacturer of automobiles in 
Michigan, founding the Olds Motor Vehicle Company in Lansing in 1897.  The 
company was purchased by copper magnate Samuel L. Smith two years later, 
renamed Olds Motor Works, and relocated to Detroit.  Smith kept Ransom Olds 
on as vice president and general manager for a few years.  After Smith fired him 
in 1905, Olds founded the R. E. Olds Motor Car Company (later changed to the 
Reo Motor Car Company to avoid a lawsuit by Smith). 
 
In 1899, Scottish David Dunbar Buick formed the Buick Auto-Vim and Power 
Company in Detroit.  After being renamed the Buick Motor Car Company in 1903, 
James Whiting took over the company and moved it to his hometown of Flint, 
bringing in successfully carriage maker William Crapo Durant to run the 
operation.  Though Buick had built only 37 cars to date, Billy Durant entered one 
of them in a New York City auto show and returned from the Big Apple with 
orders for 1,100 cars. 
 
In 1902, master mechanic Henry Leland bought the remains of the Henry Ford 
Company (Henry’s second failed company), renaming it the Cadillac Motor 
Company in honor of his own ancestor, French settler of Detroit Antoine Lumet 
de la Mothe, Sieur de Cadillac. 
 
In 1903, Henry Ford formed the Ford Motor Company, and that one made a go of 
it.  Ford perfected the assembly line and was able to produce vehicles that were 
both reliable and affordable.   
 
Dozens of other auto companies formed early in the 20th Century, most of them 
in Detroit.   

• The Dodge Brothers Company was formed by machinists Horace and 
John Dodge in 1909 to manufacture carriages and engines for other 
manufacturers.  By 1914, they were producing their own cars. 



The Meecheegander Missives.doc                                                                     98

            
• The Hudson Motor Company (one of whose founders was department 

store entrepreneur Joseph L. Hudson) was formed in 1909. 
• In 1908, Billy Durant came up with the funding to form General Motors, a 

consolidation of 10 auto companies (including Buick and Cadillac) and 13 
parts suppliers and accessories manufacturers.  Durant overextended 
himself and was forced out of General Motors by bank executives in 1910. 

          
• Undeterred, Durant partnered with automotive engineer and racing driver 

Louis Chevrolet in 1911 to found the Chevrolet company.  Within three 
years, Billy quarreled with Chevrolet and bought out his shares.  By 1916, 
Chevrolet was so successful that Durant was able to buy enough shares 
in General Motors to re-establish himself as its president and CEO. 

• Durant added Frigidaire and Fisher Body Corporation (the seven Fisher 
brothers had been manufacturing bodies for both horse-drawn and 
horseless carriages for many years) to General Motors before being 
forced out for a second time, this time by the DuPonts. 

• Undeterred, Durant created United Motors, consolidating manufacturers of 
parts as diverse as bearings, wheels, radiators, and spark plugs.  General 
Motors purchased United Motors in 1918 for an astounding $44 million.  
United Motors president Alfred P. Sloan would go on to become General 
Motors president and lead the company to become the world’s largest 
automaker. 

• Not done yet, Billy Durant established Durant Motors in 1921.  That 
company lasted until the Great Depression took it out in 1933. 

• After successfully running Buick operations for Billy Durant in Flint, Walter 
P. Chrysler (below) resurrected the failing Maxwell-Chalmers company as 
the Chrysler Corporation in 1925 and went on to create such innovations 
as the electric starter, the automatic transmission, and the first mass-
produced hydraulic brake system. 
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Michigan has seen the rise and fall of dozens of automotive tycoons, but none 
had a career as turbulent as Billy Durant.  Despite his successes running Buick, 
founding Chevrolet, founding and running United Motors, and founding and 
running General Motors (twice!), he was once again bankrupt at the age of 76 
when Durant Motors failed.  A stroke in 1942 debilitated him.  When he died in 
1946, he was providing for himself and his wife by managing a bowling alley in 
Flint. 
 
 
 
The best way to avoid having your own agency taken over is by keeping your 
eyes open at the 2011 AIRS Annual Training and Education Conference in the 
‘D’.  Have you registered for the Conference yet? 
 

                   --Meecheegander 

  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
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Did You Know THIS About Michigan Labor? (posted 5/26) 
Want further proof that Detroit is the Motor City?  Consider the what we named 
our freeways (and they are freeways—none of that toll crap): 

• The Walter Chrysler Freeway is I-75 running north from the city. 
• The Fisher Freeway (no first name; there were five Fisher brothers) is I-75 

running south and was named after the automotive body building 
company that was folded into General Motors. 

• The Edsel Ford Freeway (which those of you flying into Detroit 
Metropolitan Airport will be traveling along to get to Dearborn) was named 
after the only child of Henry and Clara Ford. 

• The John C. Lodge Freeway was named after the politician who served on 
Detroit’s City Council or as Mayor (two appointments as acting mayor and 
one election to a 2-year term) from 1910 – 1947.  

• The James Couzens Freeway was the original name of the middle third of 
the Lodge Freeway.  It was named after the early general manager of the 
Ford Motor Co. who, after old Henry bought out his stake for $30 million (a 
hefty chunk of cash in 1919), served as Detroit’s mayor from 1919-1922 
and as one of Michigan’s senators from 1922-1936. 

• The Davison Freeway (America’s first urban freeway, even though it’s just 
5.491 miles long) was named after Davison Avenue, which was named 
after an early settler. 

• The Jeffries Freeway was named after Edward Jeffries, Detroit mayor 
from 1940-1948.  (Technically, the portion of the freeway within the Detroit 
city limits was renamed the Rosa Parks Memorial Highway in 2005, but 
everyone still calls it the Jeffries.) 

• The Walter P. Reuther Freeway (I-696) was named after the founder of 
the UAW. 

 
A freeway named after a labor leader?  Only in Detroit. 
 
Unions don’t have the power they used to have, but they have a long heritage in 
Michigan.  In many ways, Jimmy Hoffa was the poster child for corrupt union 
leadership.  He served four years of a 13-year term in federal prison for 
conviction on charges of fraud, jury tampering, and attempted bribery in a case 
alleging a mob scheme to invest Teamster’s Union pension funds in a Las Vegas 
casino.  His sentence was commuted in 1971 to time already served by Richard 
Nixon.  Upon his release, the Teamsters awarded him an unprecedented $1.7 
million lump sum pension.  The Teamsters went on to endorse Nixon’s re-
election campaign in 1972. 
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Nixon resigned in 1974, but Hoffa was increasingly dissatisfied with the terms of 
his pardon agreement (which had barred him from participation in Teamster 
activities until 1980).  He started making noise.  Then he disappeared on July 30, 
1975.  (Be prepared for a lot of Jimmy Hoffa jokes during the Conference in the 
‘D’.  We’ve got a million of them.) 
 
Walter Reuther was the anti-Hoffa.  Squeaky clean.  The UAW (at that time, the 
United Auto Workers; it later expanded to become the United Automotive, 
Aerospace, and Agricultural Implement Workers of America) fought hard for 
recognition by the auto companies.  Michiganders remember well the legend of 
Battle of the Overpass.  The union had planned to distribute leaflets demanding 
an $8 six-hour day rather than the current $6 eight-hour day on May 26, 1937.  
(Remember that Henry Ford had instituted the $5 eight-hour day in 1914.)  
Reuther and fellow organizer Richard Frankensteen were asked by a Detroit 
News photographer to pose on a pedestrian overpass over Miller Road at Gate 4 
of the Ford Rouge Complex in Dearborn.  That’s when about 40 members of the 
Ford Service Department (the company’s internal security force) arrived on the 
scene.  The thugs beat the organizers severely, repeatedly slamming Reuther 
against the concrete, then pushing him down the concrete steps.  Fellow 
organizer Richard Merriweather had his back broken.  Women who were passing 
out pamphlets were also beaten. 

    
The photographer was snapping photos of the events as they happened, while 
Dearborn police stood by without intervening.  Realizing that what they were 
doing was being documented, the thugs roughed up the photographer and 
demanded the plates he had shot.  He somehow managed to hand them other 
plates. 
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Once the photos were published, public sentiment swung over to the union.  The 
NLRB sanctioned and fined the company and Harry Bennett, the head of the 
Service Department.  Three years later, there was a contract. 
 
Meecheegander is proud that during his nearly 24 years of providing I&R, he was 
represented by UAW Local 2200 (Metropolitan Detroit Professionals).   
 
MI-AIRS guarantees you won’t be confronted by any thugs on overpasses during 
the Conference in the ‘D’.  Have you registered for the Conference yet? 
 

                   --Meecheegander 

  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
 
PPS—Few people know that one of the thugs in the Battle of the Overpass was 
Eddie Cicotte, the right-handed pitcher who was one of the eight players 
permanently banned from baseball for allegedly throwing the 1919 World Series 
in the infamous Black Sox Scandal. 
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Did You Know THIS About Michigan Natural Disasters? (posted 5/27) 
Meecheegander noted that some headlines about last weekend’s horrific tornado 
in Joplin, MO referred to it as being “the deadliest since 1950.”  And it makes 
sense to divide tornadoes into two classes:  the ones before the advent of 
broadcasting and weather sirens that could alert folks to seek cover and the ones 
after such devices went into use. 
 
A little research revealed some really bad storms had taken place before the 
days of weather alerts.  An 1840 twister passing through Louisiana and 
Mississippi killed 317 and injured another 109.  And a 1925 tornado killed 695 
and injured over 2,000 people in Missouri, Illinois, and Indiana. 
 
Before the recent Joplin storm, though, the most damaging tornado since 1950 
touched down in Beecher, MI (just outside of Flint) around 8:30p on June 8, 
1953.  The twister tore a path 833 yards wide and 27 miles long, killing 116 
people and injuring 844.  340 homes were destroyed. 

    
While Michigan does get some tornadoes almost every year, the Beecher event 
was an anomaly.  We don’t breed violent twisters the way that some Plains 
states do. 
 
We also don’t get hurricanes or cyclones.  They’re oceanic events, as are 
tsunamis.  And sea monsters.  Even the floods that sporadically hit Michigan 
communities are minor league events. 
 
Mudslides and rockslides?  Gotta have mountains to get those.  Michigan’s only 
mountain range, the Porcupine Mountains, are pretty much pipsqueaks. 
 
There are no earthquakes to speak of in Michigan.  Meecheegander has been 
through two of them in his six decades, and he didn’t feel either of them.  But he 
heard one of them on the radio.  Ernie Harwell was broadcasting a Tiger game 
from the broadcast booth hanging from the second deck of Tiger Stadium, and 
he said, “Paul, did we just move?”  Fellow broadcaster Paul Carey confirmed that 
the booth had indeed swayed.   
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Gentlemen and professionals that they were, neither uttered the What the %$#^ 
was THAT? which many of us would have exclaimed. 
 
We do get our share of winter storms, but we’re used to snow.  Really paralyzing 
snowfalls only occur a few times a decade, and it usually only takes communities 
a day or two to dig out.  And the occasional ice storm can take down power lines, 
keeping pockets of folks in the dark and the cold for days at a time. 
 
Yeah, with forests covering 53% of the state’s land surface, we get the 
occasional forest fire.  But they’re usually brought under control long before they 
encroach upon populated areas. 
 
All things considered, it’s unlikely that FEMA will need to declare Dearborn a 
disaster area during your visit to the 2011 AIRS Annual Training and Education 
Conference in the ‘D’. 
 
Have you registered for the Conference yet? 
 

                   --Meecheegander 

  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
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Did You Know THIS About Michigan? (posted 5/28) 
Like just about all states, Michigan is an ethnic stew.  According to the 2000 
Census, residents self-reported the following ancestries: 

• German      20.4% 
• African American   11.0% 
• Irish       10.7% 
• English      9.9% 
• Polish       8.6% 

 
That makes Meecheegander (50% Polish, 25% Irish, 25% German) a typical 
Michigan mutt. 
 
Just about everyone knows that metro Detroit has a large African American 
population (already discussed in a previous post) and the nation’s largest Middle 
Eastern population (to be covered in a subsequent post).  This posting will be an 
attempt to fill in the rest. 
 
Detroit was officially settled by the French (if one opts to disregard the 
bothersome fact that Native Americans were already living here), and the names 
of older streets show the French influence. 
 
After achieving statehood in 1837 as the 26th state (one year after Arkansas and 
eight years ahead of Florida), Michigan needed settlers and farmers.  Pamphlets 
were printed up proclaiming the glories of Michigan’s land and people, and 
promoters were sent to New York and other states.  Representatives were 
specifically sent to Germany and Bavaria, whose residents were seen as 
religious, educated, and hard working.  Early German immigrants settled along 
Gratiot Avenue on Detroit’s east side, while others settled along Michigan 
Avenue on the west side of the city. 

    
A large wave of Polish immigrants occurred in the late 18th and early 19th 
Centuries  They flocked to Hamtramck (which, together with fellow inner-city 
suburb Highland Park, is entirely surrounded by Detroit), bringing their work 
ethic, their customs, and their fervent Catholicism with them.  After building St. 
Albertus church in 1884, they built Sweetest Heart of Mary church a block away 
in 1892.  Now that’s religious devotion. 
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(Growing up in Bay City about 80 miles north of Detroit, Meecheegander 
remembers how Polish some neighborhoods still were in the 1950’s.  His 
grandmother emigrated at the age of 16 and spent the remaining 80 years of her 
life in Bay City.  He estimates she only knew a couple of hundred of words of 
English.  She didn’t need any more.  Her neighbors, relatives, priests, merchants, 
and doctors spoke Polish.  The Bay City Times daily newspaper published a 
weekly news summary in Polish, and the local radio station had some Polish 
news programming and some dynamite Polka music on Sunday mornings.) 
 
The potato famines of the mid-1800’s drove the Irish to seek a better life in 
America.  The area where they settled in Detroit (near the former site of Tiger 
Stadium, may it rest in peace) is still called Corktown.  And St. Patrick’s Day is 
still a big deal in Detroit. 
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Italian immigrants settled around Eastern Market, in Detroit’s midtown section.  

 
As mentioned in previous posts, many Cornish and Welsh and over 100,000 
Finns were drawn to the iron and copper mines of the Upper Peninsula in the 
middle of the 19th Century.  To this day, that region hosts the largest group of 
Finns in the United States. 

 
Many Canadians (of both English and French ancestry) also crossed into 
Michigan. 
 
According to the 2010 Census, about 4.4% of Michiganders claim Hispanic 
ancestry.  That’s up from 3.3% in the 2000 Census—Hispanics are the second 
largest group of immigrants these days, and Spanish is the largest non-English 
language spoken in the state.  Early Hispanic immigrants to Detroit congregated 
in the Mexican Town neighborhood west of the Irish enclave of Corktown. 
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Over 150,000 Michiganders claim Greek origins, with 80% of them still living in 
metropolitan Detroit.  Greektown (in downtown Detroit) and Mexican Town are 
the most prominent ethnic neighborhoods. 

    
More than 120,000 Dutch immigrants settled on the west side of Michigan, most 
prominently in the town of Holland.   (Holland is also the home of Squirt, Beech-
Nut gum, and Life Savers candy.  Just wanted to throw that fact in.  Can’t ever 
have too many trivial facts.) 

   
 
With the fall of the Soviet Union and the dissolution of many Communist 
governments in Europe, there was an influx into Detroit of Hungarians, Serbs, 
Croats, Romanians, Bulgarians, and Slovaks.  Many of them settled in 
Hamtramck, whose Polish population has fallen to 22% amid the influx of 
Albanians, native Africans, Bosnians, Bangladeshis, Yemenis, and Arabs. 
 
These days, the largest influx of immigrants into Michigan is composed of 
Asians, including Indians, Chinese, Koreans, Japanese, Filipinos, Vietnamese, 
Cambodians, and Laotians. 
 
And for what it’s worth, Detroit has the nation’s largest concentration of Maltese, 
Chaldeans (Iraqi Christians), and Belgians. 
 
 
Regardless of your own ancestry, Michigan promises to welcome you to the 2011 
AIRS Annual Training and Education Conference in the ‘D’ in just over a week.  
Have you registered for the Conference yet? 
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                   --Meecheegander 

  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
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Did You Know THIS About Dearborn’s Population? (posted 5/29) 
Dearborn’s 98,000 residents include over 30,000 Arab Americans, the largest 
proportion of any American city. 
 
The earliest Middle Easterners to arrive in the city were Lebanese Christians who 
were drawn by Henry Ford’s River Rouge Plant, which was the largest integrated 
factory in the world upon its completion in 1928.  Since that time, they’ve been 
joined by Arab immigrants from Yemen and Palestine.  Also emigrating to the 
area have been very large numbers of Chaldeans.  Also called Assyrians or 
Syriac Christians, the Chaldeans are a minority Christian ethnic group spread 
throughout Iraq, Syria, Iran, and Turkey.  Political and religious unrest (including 
multiple genocides) have forced many Chaldeans to flee the lands of their 
ancestry.   

   
In recent decades, most Middle Easterners migrating to Michigan have been 
Muslims.  Dearborn is the site of the Islamic Center of America, the largest 
mosque in the United States.   

 
 
 
It’s common to see women wearing religious hijab headscarves shopping in 
metro Detroit stores.  Some wear the full burka robe, but most don’t.  
Meecheegander has even seen a hot hijab-topped babe piloting a Corvette with 
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its top down.  And cadence is called in Arabic by perennial high school football 
power the Fordson Tractors because 92% of the school’s students are Arabic. 
 
One of Meecheegander’s first thoughts after he had initially digested the scope of 
Al Qaida’s 9/11 attacks on the United States was concern about the possibility of 
a violent reaction against Dearborn’s Middle Eastern community.  He needn’t 
have worried.  Religious leaders of all faiths immediately banded together to 
plead with grieving Americans not to lash out blindly against individuals who had 
no connection with the attacks and no sympathy for the organizers. 
 
Don’t miss the opportunity to partake of some wonderful Middle Eastern cuisine 
when  you visit the AIRS Annual Training and Education Conference in the ‘D’ in 
less than two weeks.  Have you registered for the Conference yet? 
 

                   --Meecheegander 

  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
 
PPS—Rima Fakih, Miss USA 2010, is from Dearborn.  The first Lebanese 
American, Arab American, or Muslim American to hold the title, she’s currently 
training to be a WWE wrestling diva.  Whodathunkit? 
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Did You Know THIS About Michigan’s Role as the Arsenal of Democracy? 
(posted 5/30) 
Memorial Day—time to remember all those who sacrificed so much for us. 
 
FDR coined the phrase Arsenal of Democracy in a speech on December 29, 
1940.  He used it to refer to Detroit’s role in rapidly converting much of America’s 
auto production facilities over to the manufacture of materials needed by our 
British allies in their struggle to stave off the Nazis who had already conquered 
most of Europe. 
 
After the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor less than a year later and the United 
States became involved in warfare against Japan, Germany, and Italy, Detroit’s 
role escalated.  General Motors president William Knudsen was awarded the 
rank of general and put in charge of the National Defense Council.   Knudsen 
and FDR had been secretly discussing wartime production plans for years, so it 
didn’t take long to start rolling tanks, Jeeps, and other ordnance off the 
production lines. 
 
The Guardian Building in downtown Detroit housed the control center for wartime 
production.  The Ford Motor Company built a massive manufacturing plant in 
Willow Run (between Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti) on land which had once housed a 
farm belonging to Henry Ford.   At its wartime peak, the Willow Run plant turned 
out 650 B-24 Liberator bombers a month.  Pilots and flight crews slept on 1,300 
cots at the facility, waiting for their assigned plane to roll off the line and be flown 
off. 

    
The Willow Run Freeway (now part of I-94) was constructed to expedite 
movement of parts and supplies to the Willow Run plant.  Similarly, the Davison 
Freeway opened late in 1942 as the nation’s first depressed urban expressway in 
order to expedite transportation between plants producing wartime armaments.  
One of the unique features of the plant was a huge turntable that was used to 
turn aircraft 90ο partway through the assembly process.  The turntable was 
implemented in order to prevent extending the building; extending the building 
would have meant extending it into the adjacent county, which had higher tax 
rates. 
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Wartime production was sharply different than peacetime production.  The 
implementation of the draft created labor shortages, and women were welcomed 
into the industrial workplace.  (Meecheegander was once honored to help one of 
these women track down information on the bombsight she had helped assemble 
half a century earlier.  She wanted to share the information with her 
grandchildren.) 

   
Other minorities were also brought into the workplace.  Construction of the 
bombers at Willow Run required workers to fit into some really tiny space, and 
ten dwarves were specifically recruited from circuses and the entertainment 
industry.  (In the photo below, that’s a normal sized worker holding the riveting 
gun.  In the hole in the wing section can be seen the face of the midget who’s 
holding the buckling bar in the interior of the section.) 
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Once the war ended, most of Detroit’s manufacturing facilities reverted to their 
pre-war purposes.  The Willow Run plant was sold to Henry Kaiser and Joseph 
Frazer and was used for production of both Kaiser automobiles (including the 
compact Henry J model which was also sold out of Sears catalogs as the Sears 
Allstate) and Frazer automobiles.  The Frazer company didn’t last long, and 
Kaiser moved production to Toledo after buying the plant formerly used by 
Willys-Overland.  Kaiser had the foresight to continue the old Willys Jeep brand, 
which is now owned by Chrysler. 
 
Ford later assembled some models (including the infamous Corvair and the 
Chevy II) at the facility.  For a time, it was leased to General Motors and was 
used to assemble both Hydramatic transmissions and M16 rifles and 20 mm 
autocannons under contract with the Defense Department during the Vietnam 
War. 
 
The airfield adjacent to the Willow Run still operates as Willow Run Airport, 
primarily serving cargo operations and general aviation.  The Yankee Air 
Museum is also housed there. 

 
 

Use this holiday to rest up for your trip to the AIRS Annual Training and 
Education Conference in the ‘D’ next week.  Have you registered for the 
Conference yet? 
 

                   --Meecheegander 

  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
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Did You Know THIS About Dearborn? (posted 5/31) 
Dearborn is Michigan’s eighth-largest city, with the 2010 Census showing a 
population of 98,153.  (The city actually gained 378 residents during a 10-year 
period that saw Michigan’s population drop by 0.6% and Wayne County’s 
population fall by 12%.) 
 
The village of Dearbornville was established in 1835 and was named after Henry 
Dearborn, Thomas Jefferson’s Secretary of War.  The modern city traces back to 
a 1929 vote to merge Dearborn with the neighboring community of Fordson (also 
known as Springwells) in order to prevent the latter from being annexed to the 
growing city of Detroit. 
 
About 25 square miles in size, Dearborn’s main features today are: 

• The campus of the University of Michigan—Dearborn (which was 
established on the grounds of Henry Ford’s Fair Lane estate; tours of the 
estate were discontinued earlier this year but are expected to resume in 
stages following extensive historic renovation efforts) 

• Henry Ford Community College 
• The Henry Ford—America’s #1 indoor-outdoor tourist attraction 
• The world headquarters of the Ford Motor Company (commonly referred 

to as The Glass House)  

 
• The Automotive Hall of Fame 
• The Ford Truck Assembly Plant, covered by the world’s largest green 

roof—10.4 acres of sedum (a low-growing groundcover) to retain and 
clean rainwater and help moderate the plant’s internal temperature.  
(Green is used in the sense of environmentally friendly.  The sedum itself 
can be brown edging toward red, even when it’s healthy.) 
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Perhaps the most ambitious construction in Dearborn, however, is a shadow of 
what it once was.  Henry Ford built the world’s largest industrial complex at the 
confluence of the Detroit River and the Rouge River (also called the River 
Rouge).  The 1 mile by 1.5 mile Ford River Rouge Complex grew to incorporate 
93 buildings crisscrossed by 100 miles of railroad track and 120 miles of 
conveyor belts.  Ore docks were built on the Rouge (whose banks were paved) 
to allow raw materials to be delivered to the complex’s blast furnace, open hearth 
furnace, steel rolling mill, glass plant, tire manufacturing plant, and plastics 
factory (old Henry was a great believer that all sorts of good things could be 
made from soybeans).   

    
 
While the River Rouge Complex was a wonder for its time, that time has passed.  
Ford still maintains six plants on the property, and Russian steelmaker Severstal 
North American rolls steel there. 
 
The Henry Ford (Michiganders still can’t get used to that name; we liked it better 
when it was Greenfield Village and The Henry Ford Museum) conducts what are 
supposed to be dynamite tours of the Truck Assembly Plant.  Tickets have to be 
purchased in advance from The Henry Ford, and buses leave The Henry Ford 
every 20 minutes for ticketholders. 

 

Rouge River's paved banks 

 
It may be too late to get tickets for the Rouge Tour, but you can still register for 
the 2011 AIRS Annual Training and Education Conference. 
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                   --Meecheegander 

  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 



The Meecheegander Missives.doc                                                                     118

Did You Also Know THIS About Dearborn? (posted 6/1) 
Dearborn seemed to be pretty much a model suburb in the post World War II 
days.  Solid schools, a first-class library system, progressive city planning, an 
incredible tax base (for many years, no property taxes were even levied on 
homeowners—that’s how much Ford property was on the tax rolls).  The city 
even owned (and still does) Camp Dearborn, a 600 acre recreational 
campground complete with swimming beach in Milford, 35 miles to the northwest.  
And it also owns Dearborn Towers, a senior citizen housing complex in 
Clearwater FL restricted to Dearborn residents who meet income guidelines. 

 
 
This seeming paradise was presided over by mayor Orville Hubbard from 1942 – 
1978, the longest tenure of a mayor of any American city of significant size.  
Hubbard routinely won re-election with 70% of the vote.  The only reason he left 
office was the massive stroke he suffered in November, 1974.  The City Council 
president served the balance of his term for him. 

    
 
But there was an ugly undertone to Hubbard’s Dearborn.  He always campaigned 
under the same slogan:  Keep Dearborn Clean.  It wasn’t hard to read the 
subtext:  Keep Dearborn White.  The mayor of a city bordering Detroit was an 
avowed segregationist, going so far as to tell The New York Times in 1968 that “I 
favor segregation.”  The alternative, he opined, was “ending up with a mongrel 
race.” 
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Under the LBJ administration, the federal government prosecuted him on 
charges of conspiracy to violate human rights in a case involving vandalism 
against a resident alleged to have sold his home to an African American.  
Hubbard was acquitted. 
 
He even boasted that one of the city’s tactics was to provide black residents with 
public safety services that were a little too good—like wake-up visits every hour 
or two during the night in response to trouble calls that had supposedly been 
phoned in to the police. 
 
He was an old style political boss with a certain charm.  To confuse sheriff’s 
deputies who wanted to arrest him on libel charges, he once enlisted two other 
portly gentlemen in a bit of subterfuge.  All three dressed up as clowns and the 
deputies didn’t know which one to arrest.  (That’s one of the true tales in Orvie!—
a 2006 musical that never made it to Broadway . . . or to even to Dearborn. It 
folded in neighboring Dearborn Heights.) 
 
When Hubbard finally left office 33 years ago, Dearborn’s 90,000 residents only 
included 20 African Americans. 
 
That was then and this is now.  By the 2010 Census, the city’s African American 
percentage of population had grown to 4%.  Far less than neighboring Detroit’s 
82%, but a lot better than the 0.02% figure that Dearborn had had at the end of 
the Hubbard years. 
 
Today’s Dearborn is an inclusive community, as witnessed by the harmony in 
which Christians and Muslims live side by side.  Other groups, too.  You'll see. 
  

You'll be able to bask in Dearborn's peace, love, and understanding at the 2011 
AIRS Annual Training and Education Conference starting Sunday night.  Have 
you registered for the Conference yet ?  WTF are you waiting for? 
 Meecheegander is catching a Tiger game tonight with AIRS luminaries from 
NYC, Daytona Beach, and Toronto.  (Faed will be SO excited to be adjacent to 
Ford Field, home to his beloved Lions.)  

 

                   --Meecheegander 

  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
 
PPS--After the second wettest spring on record (rain was recorded @Metro on 
23 of May's 31 days) and the sixth snowiest winter, today is gorgeous. 
 Weather.com says there may be isolated thunderstorms FR, SAT, and TU, but 
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they're predicting sunny and 80 for our AIRS Cruise of the Detroit River MON 
evening. 
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Did You Know THIS About Michigan’s Great Seal? (posted 6/2) 
Si Quaeris Peninsunam Amoenam Circumspice. 
 
That’s the state motto.  It also appears on the State Seal.  As www.netstate.com 
explains, “The Great Seal of the State of Michigan was inspired by the seal used 
by the Hudson Bay Fur Company. Michigan's second governor, Lewis Cass, 
presented the idea to the Constitutional Convention, and it was accepted on June 
2, 1835.  At the center of the seal, there is an image of a man standing resolutely 
at the tip of a peninsula, watching the sun rise, his rifle ready. On either side of 
the shield, a majestic moose and elk stand facing each other keeping the shield 
securely in place. And just above the shield, an eagle adds to the majesty. Each 
of these proud animals lends credence to the motto on the shield, "Tuebor", or "I 
will defend". Above the eagle is the familiar motto "E pluribus unum", or "From 
many, one". Below the shield are the words "Si Quaeris Peninsulam Amoenam 
Circumspice", or "If you seek a pleasant peninsula, look about you." And 
encircling all of this are the words "The Great Seal of the State of Michigan". 

 
Michigan AIRS is very proud to have the opportunity to welcome our professional 
sisters and brothers to our state.  Michigan isn’t just the Great Lakes State, it’s a 
Great State period.  We’re blessed with an abundance of natural resources, a 
generally favorable climate, a long heritage of industrial innovation, and a diverse 
population that cherishes our history while striving toward an even brighter future. 
 
Enjoy your time in Dearborn.  It’s a lovely city, and we’re sure the staff of the 
Dearborn Hyatt Regency will do their utmost to make the 2011 AIRS Conference 
one to remember.   
 
But there’s much more to Michigan than you’ll have a chance to see during your 
brief visit way down in the corner of the state.  Michigan is full of beautiful 
scenery, unrivalled opportunities for outdoor recreation, and warm people who 
will welcome you.  In your hometowns, you may or may not have seen some of 
the Pure Michigan tourism TV ads that the state has been running to boost travel 
to Michigan.  They’re beautifully produced and pack a lot of the state’s allure into 
30 seconds.   When time permits, go to www.michigan.org (.org, not .gov) and 
check them out.  Michigan native Tim Allen does a great job narrating them. 
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Thanks for coming (or for staying home and keeping your shop open, if that’s the 
hand you’ve been dealt), and we hope you’ll return some day with your families.  
If you need any help during the conference, look for the volunteers wearing the 
polo shirts.  (That’s all they’ll tell me:  You’ll be provided with a polo shirt.)  We’ll 
do our best to help you . . . or at least to entertain you before we send you off in 
the wrong direction.  Men’s room?  Right through that door . . . the one with the 
icon of a man wearing a dress. 
 
We’ll keep a light on for you. 
 
You’re running out of time.  Have you registered for the Conference yet? 
 

                   --Meecheegander 

  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
 
PSS—Sources indicate the polo shirts worn by MI-AIRS volunteers will be black 
with red white lettering on them.
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Did You Know THIS About Michigan’s Resurgance? (posted 6/3) 
The oughts (how did we ever let a decade go by without giving a name to it?  
Meecheegander blames the Republicans) weren’t pretty in Michigan.   

• While the national Great Recession began in 2007 and technically ended 
in 2009, Michigan’s recession began in 2002. 

• For much of that period, Michigan’s unemployment rate (which topped out 
at 14.1% in August and September of 2009) led that of all 50 states.  Only 
Rhode Island sometimes took the limelight away from us. 

• As families fled the state seeking jobs, Michigan was the only state to lose 
population between the 2000 Census and the 2010 Census.  Coupled with 
the population gains by the rest of the nation, the 55,000 residents we lost 
equate to one congressional seat. 

 
Things are finally looking up.   Just two days ago, Michigan’s official 
demographer Ken Darga released a report entitled Is Michigan’s Economic 
Recovery Real?  Darga says it is.  Among the evidence he cites: 

• Officially, Michigan's unemployment rate has gone from the highest in the 
nation to fifth highest.  Don’t look back, Kentucky.  We’re hot on your 
heels. 

• Michigan was tied with Minnesota for the nation’s largest decline in 
unemployment from 2009 to 2010. 

• Michigan had the nation’s sixth largest increase in per-capita personal 
income from 2009 to 2010 — the best ranking for this statistic since 1994. 

• Michigan’s number of jobs per thousand residents has increased since 
April of 2010 — the first increase in a decade. 

 
 
Nowhere is this recovery more evident than in the automotive industry.  Try as 
we can to diversify our economy, when the car companies sneeze Michigan 
catches cold.  The unprecedented bailout that the federal government gave to 
Chrysler and General Motors (and that Ford somehow squeaked by without 
having to join in) worked out.  Chrysler was able to make the final payment on 
the $5.1 million federal loan ten days ago, six years ahead of schedule.  A few 
days earlier, GM had claimed to have fully repaid the $4.6 billion loan it had 
received (though there’s some allegation of smoke and mirrors underlying GM’s 
claims). 
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It was a big and less than universally popular gamble for the government to 
make, and public opinion continues to be split on the issue.  One thing is for 
certain, though.  The loan packages saved two of Michigan’s most critical 
employers.  And the scrutiny that accompanied the loans forced the companies 
to radically reinvent themselves.  Both GM and Chrysler are leaner and more 
agile than they had been.  They’re now building a narrower selection of models 
than they used to, but those models appear to be what buyers are looking for. 
 
Chrysler might have been speaking for all of the Big Three and for the hundreds 
of second- and third-tier suppliers who were sinking into oblivion with them when 
it debuted the Imported from Detroit series of commercials during this year’s 
Super Bowl.  The inaugural ad featured Eminem joining a Gospel choir on the 
state of the Fox Theatre and pointedly saying This is the Motor City.  And this is 
what we do.  That ad still sends chills down Meecheegander’s back. Take a look 
at it. 

                      
The opening reception for the 2011 AIRS Conference in the `D' is only 56 hours 
away.  Pre-registration is closed, but  you can register on-site SUN from 7a - 6p 
 

                   --Meecheegander 

  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
 
PPS—Pertinent personal memory here.  In 1983, Meecheegander was riding in 
the same limo in his mother’s funeral that was occupied by the six pallbearers he 
had chosen.  They were: 

• His mother’s dead sister’s son, who worked security in a GM plant in 
Grand Rapids. 

• Mom’s second dead sister’s son, who was a tool and die maker at the GM 
parts plant in Bay City 

• Mom’s dead brother’s son-in-law, who worked in the lab of the same GM 
parts plant 

• Mom’s second dead brother’s son, who worked in human resources for 
the GM foundry division in Saginaw 

• Meecheegander’s dead father’s sister’s son, also an employee of the Bay 
City GM parts plant 
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• And Mom’s third dead sister’s grandson, who was the funeral director. 
 
Lots of eggs in one basket, Meecheegander realized at that time.  Even for GM, 
that was a lot of eggs in one basket. 
 
PPPS—News this morning that Jack Kevorkian, Michigan’s assisted suicide 
advocate, died last night of kidney and heart problems.
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Did You Know THIS About Detroit’s Resilience? (posted 6/4) 
We dip into our rusty Latin for the last time today. 
 
Speramus meliora.  Resurget cinerabus.  That translates into We hope for better 
things.  It will arise from the ashes. 

 
Those words (which are Detroit’s largely unknown motto) were written by Fr. 
Gabriel Richard, the Roman Catholic priest who emigrated from France to do 
missionary work in the new world’s Northwest Territory.  He wrote them after the 
Great Fire of 1805 destroyed much of the fledgling city of Detroit, including the 
school he had founded the previous year. Looking at the ashes, he shrugged and 
got back to work. 
 
And his work was productive. 

          
• When a Protestant church asked Fr. Richard to serve as their pastor, he 

agreed to do so and succeeded by focusing on principles on which he and 
the congregation could agree. 

• He brought the first printing press to Michigan 
• After the British captured Detroit in the War of 1812, he refused to swear 

allegiance to them.  They imprisoned him.  He was only freed when the 
Shawnee chief Tecumseh refused to continue fighting with the British 
against the Americans until the priest was freed. 

• A cofounder of the Catholepistemiad of Michigania, he served as its vice 
president until it was reorganized as the University of Michigan in 1817.  
He then served on the U-M Board of Trustees until his death in 1832. 
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• From 1823 - 1824, he served as a non-voting delegate of the Michigan 
Territory to the U. S. House of Representatives. 

 
French accent or not, Gabriel Richard was a Detroiter.  He didn’t give up. 
 
Detroit and Michigan have risen from the ashes many times, including the Great 
Fire of 1805.  The city was founded by the French, ruled by the British for most of 
the 18th Century, and only ceded to the United States of America by the terms of 
1783’s Treaty of Paris.  And then the British took Detroit back during the War of 
1812 (but only held it for 13½ months).  Detroit survived them all. 

 
 
Thirty-four Detroiters died in the race riot that broke out on the city’s crown jewel, 
Belle Isle, in 1943.  Another 43 died in the race riot that broke out in 1967.  And 
while the city kept its composure following the 1968 assassination of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Meecheegander vividly remembers hearing an unusual sound 
the following day.  Looking out his dorm room window at the University of Detroit, 
he saw three tanks rolling south on Livernois.  He knew they weren’t on their way 
to a parade. 

     
 
The implosion of the US economy over the past decade hit Detroit heavily.  But 
the city survived. 
 
In many ways, we’re a shadow of our former self.  Our numbers today are 25% 
lower than they were 10 years ago and 62% lower than they were 50 years ago.  
But we’re still here. 
 
Meecheegander has been looking for images that capture the essence of what it 
is to be a Detroiter.  Thursday, he found two of them. 
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• Giving Cat Kelly from NYC a tour, he dropped her at the Detroit Institute of 
Arts while he tended to a previous commitment.  But he smiled when he 
thought about her having an opportunity to see Diego Rivera’s magnificent 
murals of the city’s industrial brawn.  The commentary on the DIA’s Web 
site speaks of Industry and technology as the indigenous culture of 
Detroit.  

    
• And earlier in the day, Meecheegander and his friend visited The 

Heidelberg Project, an ongoing, growing, and evolving public art space 
that defies description. 

    
Those two sites say a lot about Detroit.  If you don’t have an opportunity to see 
them in person, at least check out their Web sites and pencil them onto your 
bucket list for your next visit to the ‘D’. 
 
We’re Detroit.  Whether we live in the city or in Dearborn or Royal Oak, we’re all 
Detroit.  We’re not fancy and definitely not fashionable.  But we do what needs to 
be done in order to survive. 
 
Thank you all for honoring MI-AIRS with your presence.  We hope you learn a lot. 
 
If you haven’t registered yet, you might as well do it on-site. 
 

                   --Meecheegander 

  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 



The Meecheegander Missives.doc                                                                     129

 
 
PPS—At a Tiger game with three AIRS friends earlier this week, Meecheegander 
heard a song that rings true with Detroiters.  It’s not Motown.   Rather, it’s 
Journey’s Don’t Stop Believing.  The first verse goes 

Just a small town girl, livin' in a lonely world  
She took the midnight train goin' anywhere  
Just a city boy, born and raised in south Detroit  
He took the midnight train goin' anywhere  
 

Regrettably, there is no south Detroit.  There’s a southwest Detroit, but the 
Detroit River takes a roughly diagonal course.   
 
But that quibble aside, that’s what Detroiters do.  We don’t stop believing. 
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Did You Know WHY Meecheegander? (posted 6/5) 
When I committed to the MI-AIRS Board to write this seemingly interminable 
series of postings leading up to the Conference in the ‘D’ my original intention 
was to maintain anonymity (though that didn’t work out the way I had planned).  
Accordingly, I needed to create a new e-mail identity.  For convenience, I 
decided to open the new account in the Yahoo service. 
 
Michigander was already taken, but I had a fallback.  I am not and never will be a 
fan of football on any level, but anyone who lives in southeast Michigan and 
doesn’t reside in a cave absorbs a certain amount of University of Michigan 
football lore.  It’s kind of like background radiation—you don’t even realize you’ve 
been exposed until you’re tested. 
 
For many years, U-M football radio broadcasts were co-hosted by an alumnus 
named Bob Ufer.  He was an insurance salesman by day and still lived in or 
around Ann Arbor, and he was absolutely rabid about his team and his school.  
By the end of each broadcast, he would be totally hoarse from all the screaming 
he had done. 

            
I remembered that Ufer would often refer to the team as Meecheegan rather than 
Michigan.  Sure enough, meecheegander@yahoo.com was still available. 
 
I’ve since learned the origin of the alternative pronunciation.  Fielding H. Yost 
was perhaps the most legendary of the many legends who coached the Maize 
and Blue.  During his years at the team’s helm (1901 – 1923 and 1925 – 1926), 
he compiled a record of 165-19-10.  During his first five seasons, the team only 
lost once and only had one tie game, outscoring their opponents 2,821 – 42. 

                     
He pronounced his team as Meecheegan.  
 

*            *            * 
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It’s been a long time (57 days, to be precise) and more time-consuming (65 
hours, roughly—no, I do not have OCD) than I had anticipated.  I’ve learned a lot 
more about my native state in the course of coming up with copy.   The 
Conference officially starts with the opening reception this evening, and I look 
forward to meeting many of you there and in the coming days. 
 
Those of you who can’t come (somebody’s gotta work the phones, and we 
appreciate the sacrifice made by you folks who had to stay home) are welcome 
to visit Michigan in the future.  It’s a truly lovely state filled with people who will 
welcome you. 
 
Thanks for the honor of telling you about our home. 
 

 

                   --Meecheegander  --Dick Manikowski 
  

PS—Browse to www.mi-airs.com/images/AIRS_in_the_D_FAQ_04.13.11.doc to 
check out the FAQ for the Conference in the ‘D’. 
 
PPS—I consider Michigan to be a special state only because I’ve lived here all 
my life and metro Detroit to be a special region only because I’ve been here for 
43+ years.  Every state and city is special, and I believe it behooves gracious 
hosts to educate visitors to the local landmarks and legends—and maybe even 
some of the local warts.  Consider the gauntlet thrown down for the host affiliates 
of future conferences to educate conferees about the wonders of their respective 
states.  Starting with the 2012 AIRS Conference in . . . .  oops!  That’s still a 
secret! New Orleans. 

 
Let’s see what you’ve got, Louisiana.  It’s your turn next. 
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FAQ’s for the 2011 AIRS Conference in the ‘D’ 
 

Transportation and Travel 

If I Fly In, How Do I Get to the Hotel from the Airport? 
Unfortunately, the Hyatt Regency Dearborn doesn’t offer a shuttle service to the 
airport.  You’ll need to take a cab.  This provides you with an opportunity to find 
some other AIRS members and begin your networking experience by sharing a 
ride. 
And since the hotel is only about 12 miles from the airport, the trip shouldn’t take 
long. 
 
If I’m Driving, How Do I Get to the Hotel? 
Point yourself toward Detroit.  As you get close, follow these directions. 
 
Where Can I Park?   
Anyplace you want.  The hotel has a huge lot with ***free parking***!  Or you can 
opt for valet parking with in-and-out privileges at $15/day. 
 
What Do I Need to Know About Driving in Michigan? 

• Seat belts are mandatory for drivers, adult passengers in the front seat, and 
passengers ages 8-15 regardless of seat position.  Failure to abide by the law 
is a ticketable offense. 

• Left turns are allowed on red lights except when signs are posted prohibiting 
them. 

• Michigan law prohibits texting while driving.  (So does common sense.) 
• And here’s how a Michigan left turn works. 
 
What If I Don’t Have a Car? 
Buy one!  For crying out loud, you’re in the (suburban) Motor City.  Michigan will 
gladly take your money 

The City of Detroit is served by the Detroit Department of Transportation (D-
DOT) bus system, while the suburban communities are served by the Suburban 
Mobility Authority for Rapid Transportation (SMART) bus system.  There’s no bus 
stop at the Hotel, but there is one at the Fairlane Towne Center within walking 
distance of the hotel. 

Three bus routes may be of interest to Conference attendees: 
• From Fairlane Towne Center, SMART route 200 (Michigan Avenue Local) 

runs to downtown Detroit. 
• In downtown Detroit, D-DOT Route 53 runs up Woodward Avenue to the 

University Cultural Center.  If you exit it at Warren Avenue, you’ll be within 
walking distance of: 
• The Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History 
• The Detroit Science Center 
• The Detroit Institute of Arts  
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• The Detroit Public Library Main Branch  
• The Detroit Historical Museum 

• The People Mover is an elevated train that operates in a clockwise loop 
around downtown. 

• From Fairlane Towne Center, SMART Route 140 runs to The Henry Ford,  
 
Don’t overlook the taxi option.   
 
 

Getting Around the Conference 

What If I Can’t Find My Way Around? 
Look for people wearing . . . some item of apparel which hasn’t yet been 
determined rather snazzy black polo shirts embroidered with MI-AIRS in white on 
the chest and shoulder.  We’re Michiganders, and we’re born with an innate 
sense of direction.  We’ll point you in the right direction. 
 
How Can We Coordinate Activities for Groups of Friends? 
Look for a bulletin board near the registration booth on which notes can be 
posted. 
 
What If I Lose Something in the Vendor Exhibition Hall or one of the 
meeting rooms? 
Notify the folks staffing the registration booth.  If they can’t help you, post a note 
on the bulletin board. 
 
 

Food and Drink 

Where Can I Eat? 
Some group meals will be included in your Conference registration, but you’ll 
need to dine on your own (or with new friends you’ll make) for others.  Besides 
the facilities in the hotel, a stroll of a few hundred yards will carry you to Fair 
Lane Town Center and its dining options. 

If you opt to venture out into Dearborn, you have even more options.  Given that 
30,000 of Dearborn’s roughly 100,000 residents are Arab-American, the Middle 
Eastern cuisine is particularly authentic. 

And if you wander further afield into downtown Detroit proper, your options 
expand exponentially. You might want to visit the Greektown neighborhood, 
which is filled with bars, restaurants, and bakeries. 

Entertainment 

Sports 
Detroit is home to teams in all four of the major sports.   
• Professional Baseball 

Other than the events in Milwaukee and Minneapolis, AIRS has an uncanny 
gift for scheduling conferences in major league cities when the home team is 
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on the road.  Folks who come in early for the Board meeting or who stay after 
the conference ends may have a chance to see the Detroit Tigers play at 
Comerica Park. 
• The Tigers host the Minnesota Twins May 30 – June 1 
• The Tigers host the Seattle Mariners June 9 – 12  

But if you’re willing to venture further, the Toledo Mudhens will be hosting the 
Gwinnett Braves June 7-10 at Toledo’s Fifth Third Field (about an hour’s drive 
from the hotel). 

 
• Professional Football 

Besides being the wrong time of year, Michiganders will tell you with tears in 
our eyes that professional football hasn’t been played in Michigan since 1957.  
(Please don’t tell this to Faed Hendry.  He’s still hoping for a championship 
team in Detroit, and it would break his Canadian heart.)   But we do have our 
fingers crossed for the 22nd Century.    

 
• Professional Basketball & Professional Hockey 

Both the NBA and NHL regular seasons were winding down when this was 
being written.  Should the Pistons or the Redwings still be alive in the playoffs 
of their respective leagues at the time of your visit to the ‘D’ (and should there 
be any home games while you’re here), tickets are likely to be scarce and 
costly.   

 
The Henry Ford 
The Conference hotel is less than five miles away from American’s #1 Tourist 
Attraction, the Henry Ford.  Besides a tour of the Ford Rouge Factory (advance 
tickets required), attractions include: 
• Greenfield Village—Want to see the farmhouse Henry Ford grew up in?  Or 

the Wright Brothers’ bicycle shop from Dayton, OH?  How about the house 
Noah Webster created his dictionary in, or Thomas Edison’s research lab?  
They’ve all been brought here for your perusal, together with dozens of other 
historic buildings.  Many are staffed with historical re-enactors who are glad to 
answer your questions when they’re not blowing glass or making horseshoes.  
(9:30-5:30, 7 days) 
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• Henry Ford Museum—There’s more than cars to be seen here.  Visitors can 
check out the limousine JFK was shot in or the chair Abe Lincoln sat in during 
his last visit to Ford’s Theatre.  Locomotives.  Mammoth generators.  
Furniture.  Washing machines.  A set of McDonald’s golden arches.  (9:30-
5:00, 7 days) 

Don’t shortchange yourself.  Both the Museum and the Village warrant a full day 
of exploration each.  If you don’t have time during your Conference visit, come 
again. 

 
The University Cultural Center (in Midtown Detroit) 

• The Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History (315 E. Warren 
Ave.; 1-5, SUN. 9-5 TU-SAT, closed MON) 

• The Detroit Science Center (5020 John R; 12-6, SUN, 9-3 WED-FR; 10-6 
SAT; closed MON-TU) 

• The Detroit Institute of Arts (5200 Woodward; 10-5 SUN. 10-4 WED-TH, 10-10 
FR, 10-5 SAT, closed MON-TU) 

• The Detroit Public Library Main Branch (5201 Woodward; 12-8 TU-WED, 10-6 
TH-SAT, closed SUN-MON)  

• The Detroit Historical Museum (5401 Woodward; 9:30-3, WED-FR, 10-5 SAT, 
12-5 SUN; closed MON-TU) 

 
Visiting Canada—Excluding Alaska, Detroit is the only place in the United 
States where one goes south to enter Canada.   
• Windsor, Ontario can be accessed from downtown Detroit via the Detroit-

Windsor Tunnel or the Ambassador Bridge.  Construction of both was 
completed in 1930, and the Bridge provides a more scenic vista than does the 
Tunnel.  The Bridge is the busiest international crossing point in the United 
States, and the Tunnel the second busiest. 

• You need to present a valid passport to cross the border.  If you brought 
yours, the Tunnel Bus is a convenient way to visit our friendly neighbors south 
of the border. 

• And yes, the Windsorites speak English, though their spelling is somewhat 
irregular. 

If you didn’t bring your passport, you’ll still get a chance to wave at our friends 
south of the border during the river cruise. 
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River Cruise—Your conference registration includes a group cruise of the 
Detroit River aboard the Detroit Princess Riverboat.  Bring your camera in case 
Michigan’s famed pearl divers make a rare appearance.  And Zug Island is not to 
be missed.3 
 
 

What If I’ve Brought Too Much Money? 
We’d hate to see you have to take all those dirty bills home with you. 
Gambling—Three casinos in Detroit and one in Windsor will be glad to relieve 
you of your excess cash.   
• Greektown Casino 
• MGM Grand Casino 
• Motor City Casino 
• Caesar’s Windsor 
 
Shopping—Downtown Detroit is kind of sparse when it comes to shopping, so 
you’re probably best off limiting yourself to Fairlane Towne Center and its 
shopping options. 
 
 

Miscellaneous 
What Do I Call People from Michigan? 
Michiganders and Michiganians (the latter with a long A sound . . . which 
sometimes leads to unfortunate and politically incorrect jokes) are acceptable.  
Michiganites is not (probably because it sounds like some obscure 19th Century 
religious sect). 
 
What Time Zone Is the ‘D’ In? 
All of Michigan is in the Eastern Zone except for a handful of counties in the 
western end of the Upper Peninsula (which are a long drive from the ‘D’). 
 
Will I Be Able to Connect to the Internet? 
As at past AIRS Conferences, there will be a Cyber Café with online computers 
for attendee use.  Wireless Internet access is available throughout the hotel, but 
probably only if you pay for it. 
 

                                                 

3
 It turns out that participants in the Detroit Princess cruise did miss Zug Island.  Meecheegander 

had once taken a cruise on the competing Diamond Jack riverboat and that one had gone further 
downriver, under the Ambassador Bridge and all the way to Zug Island before turning around. 
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What If I Smoke? 
You should stop!  It’s bad for your health, it’s expensive, it sets a bad example for 
children, and it annoys the rest of us. 

Michigan law bans smoking in public places, including hotels (that’s right—all 
rooms are non-smoking), bars and restaurants.  The ban extends to outdoor 
stadiums and outdoor patios where restaurant food is served.  But you’re free to 
light up in other outdoor places and in casinos.  
 
NOTE:  If clicking on a hyperlink doesn’t open the Web page, try clicking on it 
again while holding down the <Ctrl> key 
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Unused Ideas 
 
First state to issue auto license tabs $0.50  1905 
 
First highway center line (Trenton, MI) 1911 
 
Highland Park grew from 3,589 to 45,615 residents      1910-1920 

 
Detroit first city to assign phone numbers 1870 
 
First mall (Northland Shopping Center in Southfield 1954 
 
Tallest hotel in the US (Detroit Marriott at GM Renaissance Center (only if 
measured from rear by river; if the Detroit Marriott is measured from the front, an 
Atlanta hotel designed by the same architect is taller) 
 
Largest annual fireworks display in the US (Freedom Festival celebrating the US 
Independence Day and the Canadian Dominion Day holidays; fireworks are shot 
from barges anchored in the Detroit River with viewing from both shores) 
 
America’s Thanksgiving Day Parade 
 
Grand Prix hydroplane racing on the Detroit River.  The famed Roostertail 
nightclub on the River was named after the spray kicked up by the boats, which 
can reach speeds of 160 mph. 
 
Mayfly hatches—Imagine millions of mouthless mosquitoes all appearing on the 
same day and coating everything near a lake with themselves.  That’s a mayfly 
hatch. 
 
Spirit of Detroit statue on Woodward Avenue next to the City-County Building 
 
Coleman A. Young 
 
The real Santa Claus 
 

Check out Meecheegander.blogspot.com from time to time.  Some of these 
topics may be addressed there at a later date..  
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Off-Limits Topics 
 

Ya gotta have some rules.  Life without rules degenerates into a frat party, and 
we all know what that leads to. 

 
Pretty much anything to do with baseball in general or the Detroit Tigers 
specifically.  Anyone who’s spent more than 10 minutes with me has heard way 
too much about those topics already. 
 
Anything to do with Kwame Kilpatrick, the thug prince of Detroit whose corrupt 
reign as mayor (he got elected twice!) was a public embarrassment. 
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basketball 
Detroit Pistons......................... 139 
NBA Hall of Fame.............. 17, 139 

Bath, MI ........................................ 52 
Battle Creek Toasted Corn Flake 

Company................................... 69 
Battle Creek, MI ...................... 68, 69 
Battle of the Overpass ................ 107 
Bavaria........................................ 111 
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Bay City State Park......................... 7 
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Betsy, The (motion picture)........... 82 
Better Made potato chips .............. 62 
Beverly Hills Cop (motion 
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Beverly Hills Cop II (motion 

picture) ...................................... 83 
Bicentennial celebration................ 96 
big wheel....................................... 90 
Binder, Mike.................................. 62 
Bing, Dave .............................. 17, 56 
Birmingham, MI............................. 78 
Black Sox Scandal ...................... 108 
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Blue Collar (motion picture) .......... 82 
blueberries .................................... 75 
bombing ........................................ 54 
Bono, Sonny ................................. 64 
Bosnia......................................... 114 

Boston Cooler ...............................74 
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Company .................................102 
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Company .........................102, 103 
Buick, David Dunbar....................102 
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Bulgaria .......................................114 
Bull Moose Party .............................9 
Bunyan, Paul.................................92 
burka (ritual full-body robe worn by 

traditional Muslim women) .......117 
Burrell, Kenny................................63 
Bush, George H. W. ......................98 
Butsicaris, Jimmy ..........................86 

C 

Cadbury Schweppes .....................74 
Cadillac Automobile Company ......40 
Cadillac Motor Company .....102, 103 
Cadillac, Antoine Lumet de la Mothe, 

Sieur de .............................23, 102 
Cambodia....................................115 
Camp Dearborn...........................125 
Canada.......................13, 14, 31, 93,  

113, 142 
cancer of the womb.......................68 
capital punishment ..........................1 
Capone, Al ..............................46, 93 
Carey, Paul .................................110 
Carnera, Primo..............................43 
Carter, Jimmy................................10 
Carter, Ron....................................65 
Carver, George Washington..........41 
casinos 

Caesar's Windsor ....................143 
Greektown Casino ...................143 
Las Vegas..........................44, 107 
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MGM Grand Casino .......... 87, 143 
Motor City Casino.................... 143 

Cass Avenue Bridge ..................... 95 
Cass, Lewis .................................. 58 
catfish ........................................... 71 
Catholepistemiad .................... 4, 133 
Center Avenue (Bay City, MI) ....... 92 
Central Park (New York City) ........ 51 
cephalopods ................................. 70 
Chaldeans........................... 115, 116 
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(Detroit) ........................... 139, 142 

Charlotte, NC ................................ 17 
cherries (tart) ................................ 76 
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City, MI) ..................................... 76 
Chevrolet Motor Car Company ... 103 
Chevrolet, Louis .......................... 103 
Chevy II (automobile).................. 121 
chicken dinners....................... 60, 80 
Children’s Zoo (Detroit, MI)........... 52 
chili cheese fries ..................... 60, 61 
China .......................................... 115 
Chippewas .................................... 79 
Christmas store............................. 79 
Christmas, MI................................ 79 
Chrysler Corporation.. 105, 121, 131, 

132 
Chrysler Freeway (Detroit, MI). ... 106 
Chrysler, Walter P....................... 105 
Cicotte, Eddie ............................. 108 
circumcision .................................. 68 
Civil War ................................... 7, 73 
Civilian Conservation Corps.......... 92 
Clay, Cassius 

See Ali, Muhammad 
Clearwater FL ............................. 125 
Coast Guard ................................. 93 

icebreaker ................................. 36 
station (Detroit, MI).................... 52 

Cobb (motion picture) ................... 83 
Cobb, Tyrus Raymond .................. 83 
Cobo Hall ...................................... 73 
Coca Cola ............................... 73, 74 
colon (punctuation mark) ............ 100 

Colon, MI.....................................100 
Comerica Park ................64, 86, 141  
Coney Dog (restaurant).................61 
coney island hot dog ...............60, 61 
Coney Island, NY ..........................60 
Connecticut ...................................26 
Continental Divide (motion 

picture).......................................82 
Cooper, Alice.................................64 
copper ore .....................................27 
Coppola, Francis Ford...................63 
Corktown (Detroit, MI) .........112, 113 
Cornwall, England ...........27, 60, 113 
Corvair (automobile)....................121 
Couzens Freeway (Detroit, MI) ...106 
Couzens, James .........................106 
Croatia.........................................114 
Custer, George Armstrong ........7, 83 
Cyber Café ..................................143 
cyclones ......................................109 

D 

Damnation University ....................80 
Dating Game (television series) ....31 
Davison Avenue (Detroit, MI) ......106 
Davison Freeway (Detroit, 

MI) ...................................106, 119 
Day the Earth Stood Still, The 

(motion picture)..........................84 
Dayton, OH .................................141 
Dearborn Heights, MI ..................131 
Dearborn Independent 

(newspaper)...............................41 
Dearborn Towers ........................125 
Dearborn, Henry..........................122 
Dearborn, MI ........................5, 6, 19,  

42, 64, 75, 106, 107, 108, 116 
117, 122, 123, 125, 126, 133, 140 

Dearbornville, MI .........................122 
death penalty...................................1 
Declaration of Independence ........96 
Delaware .......................................26 
Democratic Party.............................9 
Depp, Johnny ................................88 
Detroit 187 (television series)........87 
Detroit Area Agency on Aging .......39 
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Detroit Automobile Company ........ 39 
Detroit City Council ....................... 83 
Detroit Gran Prix ........................... 53 
Detroit Historical  

Museum .......................... 140, 141 
Detroit Institute of 

Arts.......................... 135, 140, 142 
Detroit Lions.................... 28, 86, 128 
Detroit Metropolitan Airport ..... 6, 106 
Detroit motto ............................... 133 
Detroit Needs a Statue of Robocop 

fundraising project ..................... 56 
Detroit Partnership, the ................. 94 
Detroit Police Department....... 48, 83 
Detroit Princess Riverboat .......... 143 
Detroit Public Library...... 51, 86, 140, 

142 
Detroit Red Wings................. 70, 141 
Detroit Riot of 1943............... 52, 134 
Detroit Riot of 1967......... 14, 23, 134 
Detroit River ... 13, 51, 53, 79, 87, 93, 

123, 136, 143 
Detroit Science Center........ 140, 142 
Detroit Symphony ......................... 63 
Detroit Tigers ................... 71, 83, 86, 

89,109, 112, 126, 136, 141, 146 
Detroit Yacht Club......................... 52 
Detroit Zoo ................................ 7, 52 
Detroit, MI ............................. 77,102, 

119, 135  
abandoned property .................. 17 
African American population ..... 14 
freeways.................................. 106 
functional illiteracy ..................... 17 
Great Fire of 1805 ................ 3, 23, 

133, 134 
Marche du Nain Rouge ............. 24 
population............ 15, 17, 125, 130 
poverty ...................................... 17 
rebuilding................................... 17 
Riot of 1943....................... 52, 134 
Riot of 1967................. 14, 23, 134 
unemployment rate.................... 17 
urban farming ............................ 18 

Detroit-Wayne County Metropolitan 
Airport.......................... 6, 106, 139 

Detroit-Windsor Tunnel .........37, 142 
DeVito, Danny ...............................83 
Dewey, Thomas ............................10 
Dick the Bruiser.............................86 
Die Hard II (motion picture) ...........83 
dining options 

Dearborn..................................140 
Fair Lane Mall ..........................140 
Greektown ...............................140 
Hyatt Regency Dearborn .........140 

Dirty Jobs (television series) .........30 
Djbouti (novel) ...............................78 
Dodge Brothers Company...........103 
Dodge, Horace ............................103 
Dodge, John................................103 
Don’t Stop Believing (song).........136 
Dore, Art........................................83 
Dossin Great Lakes Museum ........53 
Douglas McArthur Bridge ..............51 
Dow Chemical Corp. .....................75 
Dow Corning .................................75 
Downey, Robert, Jr........................88 
Dreamgirls (motion picture) ...........85 
Duluth, MN ....................................36 
DuPont family..............................105 
Durant Motors .............................104 
Durant, William Crapo .........103, 104 
Duryea Motor Wagon 

Company .................................102 
Duvall, Robert ...............................82 
Dwarf, Red ..............................23, 24 
dwarves...........................23, 24, 120 

E 

eagle ...........................................128 
Earhart, Amelia .............................68 
earthquakes ..........................62, 109 
East Lansing, MI .........................101 
Easter Bunny.................................23 
Eastern Market (Detroit, 

MI) .....................................70, 113 
Eastwood, Clint .............................85 
Edison Illuminating Company........39 
Edison, Thomas ..............39, 68, 141 
Edmund Fitzgerald (Great Lakes 

freighter) ..................36, 37, 52, 80 
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Edsel Ford Freeway (Detroit, 
MI ........................................ 6, 106 

Eight Mile Rd. ................... 64, 79, 88 
Eighteenth Amendment to the U.S. 

Constitution ............................... 93 
Eisenhower, Dwight D................... 35 
El Paso, TX................................... 17 
Elizabeth II .................................... 35 
elk ............................................... 128 
Eminem........................... 64, 84, 131 
enemas ....................................... 698 
England............................. 27,60,111 
Engler, John............................ 59, 98 
epilepsy......................................... 68 
Estleman, Loren............................ 78 
Ethiopia......................................... 44 
exercise ........................................ 68 

F 

Facebook ...................................... 56 
Fair Lane Estate.................... 42, 122 
Fair Lane Mall ............................. 140 
Fakih, Rima................................. 178 
Faygo pop..................................... 62 
Federal Emergency Management 

Agency .................................... 110 
FEMA.......................................... 110 
Ferber, Edna................................. 77 
Fillmore, Millard............................... 9 
finger, the...................................... 89 
Finland .................................. 27, 113 
First Baptist Church (Detroit, 

MI) ............................................. 13 
first mile of paved concrete 

highway ....................................... 3 
Fisher Body Corporation ............. 103 
Fisher Freeway ........................... 106 
Fist, the (sculpture) ..... 43, 45, 56, 87 
Flanagan, Tommy......................... 63 
Flint, MI .................... 71, 74, 77, 102, 

104, 109 
floods .......................................... 109 
Florida................... 3, 19, 71, 74, 111 
Florida Panthers............................ 71 
food 

Better Made potato chips .......... 63 

chicken dinners....................60, 80 
chili cheese fries ..................60, 61 
coney island hot dog............60, 61 
family style chicken 

dinners .............................60, 80 
Faygo pop..................................61 
ginger ale.............................73, 74 
Mackinac Island fudge ...............60 
pasties .......................................60 
Sanders hot fudge desserts.......61 
vegetarian coney dogs...............61 
yoghurt.......................................68 

football.........................117, 137, 141 
Ford Motor Company .............40, 42, 

103, 106, 122, 130 
Dearborn Truck Assembly 

Plant.............................122, 123 
Highland Park assembly 

plant .......................................83 
River Rouge Complex.....107, 116, 

124 
Willow Run assembly plant.....119, 

120 
Ford Quadricycle ...........................39 
Ford, Clara ............................41, 106 
Ford, Edsel............................41, 106 
Ford, Gerald R. .............................10 
Ford, Harrison ...............................83 
Ford, Henry ...........14, 39-42, 68, 88, 

102, 103, 106, 119, 122, 141 
Ford, Henry II ................................42 
Ford’s Theatre.............................142 
Fordson Tractors (high school 

football team)...........................117 
Fordson, MI .................................122 
forest fires ...................................110 
Fort Mackinac................................33 
Fournier, Joe .................................91 
Fox Theatre (Detroit, MI) .......87, 131 
France ...........................23, 111, 133 
Francis, Connie .............................82 
Franco, James ..............................88 
Frankenmuth, MI .....................60, 80 
Franklin, Aretha.............................63 
Frazer (automobile) .....................121 
Frazer, Joseph ............................121 
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freighters 
lakers......................................... 35 
salties ........................................ 35 

Fremont, John C. ............................ 9 
Friends of the Nain Rouge ............ 25 
Frigidaire..................................... 103 
Frost, Robert ................................. 77 
fruit................................................ 75 
fudge................................. 34, 60, 62 
Funk Brothers ................................. 7 
fur trade ........................................ 33 
Furnier, Vincent 

See Cooper, Alice 
furniture......................................... 75 

G 

gambling ........................See casinos 
Gaye, Marvin ................................ 63 
General Motors ...... 40, 61, 103, 106, 

119, 121, 130, 131 
Genesee County, MI ..................... 80 
Gerald R. Ford Museum 

(Grand Rapids, MI).................... 10 
Gerald R. Ford Presidential 

Library (Ann Arbor, MI).............. 10 
Germany ............... 42, 102, 111, 119 
Giacalone, Anthony (Tony 

Jack).......................................... 94 
Gilbert, Cass ................................. 51 
ginger ale ................................ 73, 74 
Glass House ............................... 122 
gnome........................................... 74 
Gnome, Red ............................23-25 
golf courses ...................... 33, 52, 75 
Grace Hospital (Detroit, MI) ........ 100 
Gran Turino (motion picture)......... 84 
Grand Boulevard (Detroit, MI)......... 8 
Grand Circus Park (Detroit, MI)..... 88 
Grand Hotel (Mackinac  

Island, MI) ................................. 34 
Grand Rapids, MI.................... 10, 93 
Granholm, Jennifer ................. 31, 58 
Gratiot Avenue (Detroit, MI) ........ 111 
Grayling, MI .................................. 77 
Great Blow of 1913 ....................... 36 
Great Depression............ 54, 92, 104 

Great Detroit Fire of 1805......23, 133 
Great Lakes.........................2, 35, 49 

shipping ................................35-37 
Great Lakes freighter..........35-37, 88 
Great Recession of the 2000's ....130 
Greece ........................................114 
Greek Americans ..........................61 
Greektown (Detroit, 

MI) .............................13, 114, 140 
Green Bay Packers .......................28 
Green Hornet, The (radio 

program) ....................................86 
Greenfield Village 

See Henry Ford, The 
Grosse Ile, MI................................79 
Guardian Building (Detroit, MI)....119 
Gulliver’s Travels (motion 

picture).......................................84 

H 

Haley, Bill, and His Comets...........63 
Halloween ...................................101 
Hamilton, George ..........................82 
Hamper, Ben .................................77 
Hamtramck, MI......................63, 111 
Hanks, Tom...................................84 
Hardcore (motion picture)..............82 
Harper Hospital (Detroit, MI) .........61 
Harris, Barry ..................................63 
Harrison, Jim .................................77 
Harwell, Ernie..............................109 
Hayden, Robert .............................77 
Heidelberg Project, The (Detroit, 

MI) ...........................................135 
Hell, MI ..........................................80 
Hell’s Half Mile (Bay City, MI)........91 
Hemingway, Ernest .......................77 
Hendry, Faed ................28, 126, 141 
Henry Ford (The) (Dearborn, 

MI) .............................................75 
Henry Ford CommunityCollege 

(Dearborn, MI) .........................122 
Henry Ford Company............39, 102 
Henry Ford Hospital (Detroit,  

MI) .............................................63 
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Henry Ford Museum .........................  
See Henry Ford, The 

Henry Ford, The (Dearborn,  
MI) ............................ 122-123, 141 

Herman Miller Company ............... 74 
Highland Park, MI ........... 63, 88, 112 
highway traffic signal..................... 48 
hijab (ritual headscarf worn by 

traditional Muslim women)....... 117 
Hill, Gil .......................................... 83 
Hispanics .................................... 113 
Hitler, Adolph .......................... 41, 44 
Hitsville, USA .................................. 8 
hockey ............................. 70-71, 141 

Detroit Red Wings ........ 70-71, 141 
Hockeytown, USA......................... 70 
Hoffa (motion picture) ................... 83 
Hoffa, Jimmy............ 83, 94, 106-107 
Holland (country)................... 80, 114 
Holland, MI............................ 80, 114 
Hollywood, CA .............................. 62 
Houdini, Harry..................... 100, 101 
House of Representatives........... 134 
housing segregation.................... 125 
Hubbard, Orville ...................125-126 
Hudson Bay Fur Company.......... 128 
Hudson Motor Company ............. 103 
Hudson, Joseph L. ...................... 103 
Hung (television series) ...........87-88 
Hungary ...................................... 114 
hurricanes ............................. 24, 109 
Hyatt Regency Dearborn ..... 92, 128, 

139 
Hydramatic transmission............. 121 

I 

I-696............................................ 106 
I-75........................................ 95, 106 
I-94.................................. 6,,106, 119 
ice storms ............................. 23, 110 
Illinois.............................. 74, 79, 109 
Illitch, Mike .................................... 71 
Immigration to Michigan 

Africa ............................... 104, 107 
Albania .................................... 107 
Arab Americans....................... 117 

Bangladesh..............................107 
Bavaria ....................................104 
Belgium....................................107 
Bosnia......................................107 
Bulgaria ...................................107 
Cambodia ................................107 
Canada ....................................106 
Chaldeans .......................107, 109 
China .......................................107 
Cornwall, England..............28, 106 
Croatia .....................................107 
England ...................................104 
Finland...............................28, 114 
France .....................................104 
Germany..................................104 
Greece.....................................107 
Hispanic...................................114 
Holland ....................................107 
Hungary ...................................107 
India.........................................107 
Ireland..............................104, 105 
Iran ..........................................109 
Italy ..........................................106 
Japan.......................................107 
Korea .......................................107 
Laos.........................................107 
Malta........................................107 
Mexico .....................................106 
Middle Easterners....................104 
New York (state) ......................112 
Palestine..................................117 
Philippines ...............................107 
Poland .....................104, 105, 107 
Romania ..................................107 
Scandinavian countries..............25 
Serbia ......................................107 
Slovakia ...................................107 
Vietnam ...................................107 
Wales.......................................106 
Yemen .....................................107 

Imperioli, Michael ..........................81 
Imported from Detroit (advertising 

campaign)................................123 
impotence......................................65 
Independence Bridge (Bay 

City, MI) .....................................89 
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India ............................................ 107 
Indiana .................................. 87, 102 
insanity.......................................... 65 
International Brotherhood of 

Teamsters ................................. 99 
Internet.................................. 54, 135 
Iran.............................................. 117 
Iraq...................................... 107, 109 
Ireland........................... 70, 104, 105 
iron ore............................. 24-25, 103 
Ishpeming, MI ............................... 72 
Islamic Center of America 

(Dearborn, MI) ................... 18, 109 
Isle Royale National Park.........47-48 
Isle Royale, MI .........................47-48 
Italy ............................... 41, 106, 111  

J 

Jackson, MI............................... 9, 58 
Jackson, Milt ................................. 61 
James Couzens Freeway ............. 99 
James Scott Memorial Fountain 

(Detroit, MI) ............................... 49 
Japan .................................. 107, 111 
Jeep ............................................ 111 
Jefferson, Thomas ............ 3, 26, 114 
Jeffries Freeway (Detroit, MI)........ 99 
Jeffries, Edward ............................ 99 
Jesus ............................................ 18 
Jimmy B. and Andre (television 

movie) ....................................... 80 
Joe Louis Arena (Detroit, MI) .. 41, 68 
John C. Lodge Freeway  

(Detoit, MI) ................................ 99 
Johnson, Earvin “Magic” ............... 95 
Johnson, Jack............................... 41 
Jones, Elvin .................................. 61 
Jones, Hank.................................. 61 
Jones, Thad .................................. 61 
Jones, Tommy Lee ....................... 78 
Joplin, MO................................... 110 
Journey (musical group) ............. 128 

K 

Kahn, Albert .................................. 49 

Kaiser Automobile Company.......113 
Kaiser, Henry ..............................113 
Kalamazoo, MI ........................73, 75 
Karras, Alex...................................80 
Kellogg Company..........................65 
Kellogg, Dr. John Harvey .........65-66 
Kelly, Cat...............................62, 127 
Kennedy, Jacqueline.......................6 
Kennedy, John Fitzgerald............134 
Kentucky .....................................131 
Kevorkian (television 

documentary).............................80 
Kevorkian, Jack...............80, 81, 124 
Keweenaw Peninsula (MI).............47 
Kickstarter (fundraising Web 

site)............................................54 
Kid Rock........................................62 
King, Dr. Martin Luther, Jr. ..........126 
Kinsley, Michael ............................73 
Know Nothing Party.........................1 
Knudsen, William ........................111 
Koran (threat to burn) ........................ 
Korea...........................................107 

L 

labor unions.............................16, 99 
Lafayette Bridge (Bay City, MI) .....89 
Lafayette Coney Island 

Restaurant ...........................59, 81 
Lake Erie .................................75, 87 
Lake Huron..... 20, 25, 47,  73, 75, 87 
Lake Michigan .........................72, 75 
Lake St. Clair.......................2, 75, 87 
Lake Superior.24, 25, 34, 47, 48, 74, 

76 
Lansing, MI........................52, 95, 96 
07os ............................................107 
Las Vegas, NV ........................42, 99 
Lateef, Yusef .................................61 
Latinos.........................................114 
Lebanon ......................................106 
Leland, Henry................................96 
L'Enfant, Pierre................................3 
Leonard, Elmore............................73 
Lewis Cass........................3, 56, 120 
Life Savers (candy) .....................107 
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Lightfoot, Gordon .......................... 35 
Lincoln, Abraham...................... 9, 56 
Lindell Athletic Club (Detroit, 

MI) ............................................... 8 
Little Caesar Pizza ........................ 68 
little people 

See dwarves 
Livernois Avenue (Detrioit, MI).... 126 
Lodge, John C............................... 99 
logging industry 

See lumber industry 
Lone Ranger, The (radio 

program).................................... 80 
Long Island, NY ............................ 47 
Louis, Joe .................... 41-43, 54, 81 
Louisiana ........................ 3, 102, 130 
Lovells Bridge ............................... 92 
Lovells, MI..................................... 92 
Lower Peninsula of 

Michigan.......................... 7, 20, 56 
lumber camps ............................... 92 
lumber industry .......24-25, 47, 83-85 
Lynch, Thomas ............................. 73 

M 

M-1 (Michigan highway).................. 3 
M16 (rifle).................................... 116 
Maccabees Building (Detroit, 

MI) ............................................. 80 
Mackinac Bridge ................27-29, 92 

Labor Day Walk................... 29, 92 
Mackinac Island ..... 31-32, 47, 72, 77 
Mackinaw City, MI................... 24, 27 
Macomb County, MI...................... 62 
Madonna....................................... 61 
magic industry..........................94-95 
magic tricks................................... 44 
mail boat ....................................... 63 
Maine ...................................... 25, 83 
Malta ........................................... 107 
Manitoulin Island, ON.................... 47 
Mantle, Mickey.............................. 80 
Marche du Nain Rouge ............22-23 
Mardi Gras .................................... 23 
Mariner’s Church......................35-36 
Maris, Roger ................................. 80 

Marquette, MI ..........................24, 25 
Marquette, Pere Jacques ..............24 
Marshall, MI...................................94 
Martin, Billy..............................80, 83 
Massachusetts ..................24, 58, 96 
masturbation .................................65 
Maxwell-Chalmers company .........97 
McGill University ...........................95 
McGuane, Thomas........................73 
Meecheegander (origin of 

pseudonym).............................129 
Mein Kampf (book)........................39 
Memorial Day ..............................111 
Metropolitan Detroit 

Professionals ...........................101 
Mexican Town (Detroit, MI) .........106 
Mexican-American War .................56 
MGM Grand Casino (Detroit, 

MI) .....................................81, 135 
Michigan 

ethnicity .............................14, 112 
Michigander ...............56, 129, 135 
Michiganian .......................56, 135 
Michiganite ........................56, 135 
Trolls..........................................56 
Yoopers .....................................56 

Michigan Avenue (Detroit, 
MI) .....................................46, 131 

Michigan left turn.........................131 
Michigan motto............................120 
Michigan state seal......................120 
Michigan Stat37University.28, 73, 95 
Michigan Theatre ..........................40 
Michigander...................56, 129, 135 
Michiganian ...........................56, 135 
Michiganite ............................56, 135 
Middle Easterners .......................117 
Middlegrounds, The (Bay City, 

MI) .............................................89 
midgets 

See dwarves 
Midland Street (Bay City, MI) ..89, 90 
Milan, MI..........................................1 
Milford, MI .............................73, 117 
Miller Road (Dearborn, MI)..........100 
mining industry ...................24-25, 47 
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Minnesota ....................... 47, 58, 122 
Miss USA .................................... 110 
Mississippi .................................. 102 
Missouri ...................................... 102 
mitten ............................................ 20 
Model A......................................... 38 
Model T......................................... 38 
Montana........................................ 73 
Montreal, ON .......................... 67, 95 
Moore, Michael ............................. 78 
moose ............................... 9, 48, 120 
mosque ................................. 18, 109 
mosque (largest in America) ....... 109 
Motown (record 

company) ................ 8, 61, 73, 128 
Motown Historical Museum............. 8 
Motown house band........................ 8 
movies shot in Michigan...........77-79 
mudslides.................................... 102 
Munger, MI.................................... 72 
Murphy, Eddy................................ 77 
museums 

Charles F. Wright Museum of 
African American History ...  131, 
134 

Detroit Historical 
Museum....................... 131, 134 

Detroit Institute of Arts.... 127, 131, 
134,  

Detroit Science Center .... 131, 134 
musicians from Michigan .........61-62 
Muskegon, MI ............................... 75 
Muslims......................... 13, 109, 118 
Mussolini, Benito........................... 41 

N 

Nain Rouge..............................22-23 
narrow gauge railroad ................... 84 
Nashville Predators....................... 67 
Nation of Islam.............................. 44 
National Defense Council ........... 111 
National Hockey League............... 67 
National Museum of Skiing ........... 72 
Native Americans........ 1, 31, 75, 104 
navy beans ................................... 72 
Nazis..................................... 42, 111 

NBA Hall of Fame..........................17 
Neighborhood Service Organization 

(Detroit, MI)................................39 
Netherlands, The...................80, 114 
New Orleans, LA ............... ii, 78, 138 
New York (state) ..............10, 27, 49, 

60, 79, 89, 111 
New York City .......................29, 102 
New York World’s Fair.....................6 
Newman, Paul...............................84 
Nicholson, Jack .............................83 
Nixon, Richard.......................10, 107 
Northwest Territory......................133 

O 

Oak Hill Cemetery (Battle Creek, 
MI) .............................................69 

Oakland County, MI..................79-80 
octopus.....................................70-71 
octopus tossing contest.................71 
Ohio.........................................26, 74 
Ojibwas .........................................79 
Oklahoma......................................61 
Oklahoma City, OK........................54 
Olds Motor Vehicle Company......102 
Olds Motor Works........................102 
Olds, Ransom E. .........................102 
Olivier, Lawrence ..........................82 
Olmstead, Frederick Law ..............51 
Olympia Arena (Detroit, MI)...........70 
Ontario (Canadian 

province)..........49, 74, 93, 98, 142 
open heart surgery ........................61 
Orvie! (musical play)....................126 
Ottawas .........................................79 
Owosso, MI ...................................10 
Oz, the Great and Powerful (motion 

picture).......................................88 

P 

Pacino, Al ......................................87 
Padre Island, TX ...........................49 
Palestine .....................................116 
Paradise, MI ..................................80 
pasties (food) ................................60 
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pasties (decorative nipple 
covering..................................... 60 

paved concrete highway ................. 3 
Peace Ship ................................... 40 
pearl divers ................................. 143 
Petoskey, MI ................................. 79 
Philadelphia Phillies ...................... 72 
Philadelphia, PA............................ 56 
Philippines .................................. 115 
Pittsburgh Penguins...................... 71 
Poe Lock....................................... 35 
Poland......................................... 111 
political conventions........................ 9 
polka music................................... 63 
Pontiac (Native American warrior 

chief) ......................................... 23 
Pontiac, MI.................................... 88 
pop.......................................... 62, 73 
porch, longest ............................... 33 
Porcupine Mountains .................. 109 
Post Foods.................................... 69 
Post, Charles William.................... 69 
Postum Cereal Company.............. 69 
Potato Festival (Munger, MI)......... 75 
potatoes .................................. 60, 75 
Pottawatamis ................................ 79 
Preminger, Otto............................. 77 
Presley, Elvis .................................. 8 
Presque Ile, MI.............................. 79 
Presumed Innocent (motion 

picture) ...................................... 83 
Prior, Richard................................ 82 
Progressive Party............................ 9 
Prohibition..........................52, 93-94 
Protocols of the Elders of Zion, 

The ............................................ 41 
public transportation.................... 139 
Pure Michigan (touristry 

campaign) ............................... 128 
Purple Gang, the........................... 93 

Q 

Queen Elizabeth II ........................ 35 

R 

R. E. Olds Motor Car Company...102 
racial discrimination.......................15 
racism....................................45, 125 
radio programs broadcast from 

Michigan ....................................86 
railroad traffic signal ......................48 
railroad, narrow gauge ..................90 
Raimi, Sam....................................88 
rats, toy .........................................71 
Reagan, Ronald ............................45 
Red Dwarf ................................23-24 
Red Gnome..............................23-24 
Reese, Della..................................63 
Reeve, Christopher .................82, 89 
Reimagining Detroit (book)............18 
Reo Motor Car Company ............102 
Republican Party.................9, 31, 58 
Reuther, Walter ............106, 107-108 
Revolutionary War.........................33 
Rhode Island .........................26, 130 
Richard, Fr. Gabriel ..............133-134 
River Rouge 

See Rouge River 
Rivera, Diego ..............................135 
Road to Perdition (motion 

picture).......................................84 
Robbins, Harold ............................82 
Robinson, Smokey ........................63 
Robocop (statue)...........................56 
Rochester Hills, MI ........................63 
Rochester, MI................................80 
rockslides ....................................109 
Rocky (fictional boxer)...................56 
Roethke, Theodore........................77 
Roger and Me (motion picture)......83 
Rolling Stones .................................8 
Romania......................................115 
roof, green...................................122 
Roosevelt, Franklin Delano .........119 
Roosevelt, Theodore.......................9 
Rosa Parks Memorial Highway ...106 
Rouge River ................................123 
Royal Oak, MI .......................52, 135 
Russia .........................................123 
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Ruth, Babe.................................... 87 

S 

Saginaw Bay (MI).................... 21, 89 
Saginaw River (MI) ................. 91, 95 
Saginaw Valley (MI) ...................... 89 
Saginaw, MI ............................ 77, 79 
Sales, Georgia .............................. 89 
salt mine ......................................... 5 
salties (freighters) ......................... 35 
San Jose Sharks........................... 71 
Sanders hot fudge desserts .......... 62 
Sanitas Food Company ................ 68 
Sault Sainte Marie, MI............. 26, 79 
Sault Ste. Marie 

See Sault Sainte Marie, MI 
saws.............................................. 89 
Scheider, Roy ............................... 86 
Schmeling, Max ...................... 44, 45 
Schwarznegger, Arnold................. 31 
Scott, George C. ........................... 82 
sea monsters .............................. 109 
Sears Allstate (automobile)......... 121 
Sears catalogs ............................ 121 
seat belts .................................... 139 
Second Baptist Church 

(Detroit, MI) ............................... 13 
Seger, Bob.................................... 64 
Serbia ......................................... 114 
Sergeant Preston of the Yukon 

(radio program).......................... 86 
Seven Mile Rd. (Detroit, MI)............ 3 
Seventh Day Adventist Church ..... 68 
Shannon, Del ................................ 64 
shark ............................................. 71 
Shaw, George Bernard ................. 68 
Six Mile Rd...................................... 3 
slavery ...................................... 9, 13 
Sloan, Alfred P. ........................... 104 
Slovakia ...................................... 114 
smoking in public places ............. 144 
Snyder, Rick ........................... 58, 98 
soda 

See pop 
soda pop 

See pop 

Somewhere in Time (motion 
picture).................................82, 89 

Soo Locks ...............................27, 35 
Soo, The 

See Sault Sainte Marie 
Sopranos, The (television 

series)........................................87 
Soviet Union................................114 
soybean-based plastics.................41 
soybeans...............................75, 123 
Spiderman movies.........................88 
Springwells, MI ............................122 
Squirt (soft drink).........................114 
St. Albertus Prish (Detroit, MI).....112 
St. Anne’s Parish (Detroit, MI).......24 
St. Clair River, MI ..........................93 
St. Ignace, MI ..........................26, 29 
St. James Parish (Bay City, MI) ....97 
St. Joseph River, MI ......................46 
St. Lawrence River ........................35 
St. Lawrence Seaway....................35 
St. Louis, MO ................................69 
St. Mary’s River, MI .......................79 
St. Patrick’s Day..........................112 
Standing in the Shadows of Motown 

(documentary) .......................8, 84 
Stanley Cup...................................70 
Steelcase Company ......................75 
Straits of Mackinac..................26, 33 
sugar beets ...................................75 
Sunset Strip...................................62 
Super Bowl..................................131 
Superior (proposed U.S. State) .....28 
Supremes, The..............................63 
Swainson, John.............................98 
Sweden .........................................40 
Sweetest Heart of Mary Parish 

(Detroit, MI)..............................112 
Sylvania (proposed U.S. State) .....28 
Sylvia, Tim...................................126 
Syria ............................................116 
Syriac Christians 

See Chaldeans 

T 

Tacoma Narrows Bridge................30 
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Taft, William Howard................. 9, 68 
Tarzan........................................... 68 
Tax Day ........................................ 12 
Teamster’s Union.................. 94, 107 
Tecumseh (Shawnee chief) ........ 133 
television programs shot in 

Michigan...............................86-88 
Texas ............................................ 49 
Third Street Bridge (Bay City, MI) . 95 
This Time for Keeps (motion 

picture) ...................................... 33 
Tiger Stadium (Detroit, 

MI) ............................. 86, 109, 112 
Tiger Town (television movie) ....... 86 
tire, giant ......................................... 6 
tobacco (abstinence from) ............ 68 
Toledo strip ................................... 26 
Toledo, OH ......................... 121, 141 
tornados...................................... 109 
Tough Enough (motion picture)..... 83 
touristry industry............ 25, 175, 128 
toy rats .......................................... 71 
traffic signal................................... 48 
Transformers (motion picture)....... 84 
Transformers:  Dark of the Moon 

(motion picture) ......................... 84 
Travers, Robert ............................. 77 
Traverse City, MI........................... 75 
Treaty of Paris............................. 134 
Trolls ............................................. 58 
Troy, MI......................................... 80 
Truman, Harry............................... 10 
Truth, Sojourner ............................ 69 
tsunamis ..................................... 109 
Tulip Festival (Holland, MI) ........... 80 
Turkey......................................... 116 
Turow, Scott.................................. 83 

U 

U.S. Supreme Court Building........ 51 
UAW 

See United Automotive, 
Aerospace, and Agricultural 
Implement Workers of America 

Ubly, MI........................................... 7 
Ufer, Bob..................................... 137 

underground railroad.....................13 
unemployment.............................130 
unions.................................1006-107 
Uniroyal tire .....................................6 
United Automotive, Aerospace, and 

Agricultural Implement Workers of 
America ...........................107, 108 
Local 2200 ...............................109 

United Motors..............................103 
University of 

Michigan ..........4, 30, 77, 134, 137 
University of Michigan— 

Dearborn..................................122 
UP 

See Upper Peninsula of Michigan 
Upper Peninsula of 

Michigan ................26, 60, 77, 113 
urinary infections ...........................68 
US-31 ............................................93 
USSR 

See Soviet Union 
Utica, MI ........................................80 

V 

vegetarian coney dogs ..................62 
vegetarianism................................68 
Vernor, James...............................73 
Vernors Ginger Ale...................73-74 
Very Harold and Kumar Christmas, A 

(motion picture)..........................84 
Veterans Memorial Bridge (Bay 

City, MI) .....................................95 
Vietnam.......................................115 
Vietnam War ...............................121 
Voelker, John D.............................77 

W 

Wales ..........................................113 
Walter Chrysler Freeway.............106 
Walter P. Reuther Freeway .........106 
War of 1812.............23, 33, 133, 134 
Washington, DC ..............................3 
Water Street (Bay City, MI) ...........91 
Wayne County, MI.................64, 122 
Wayne State University .................73 
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Weaver, Jeff.................................. 71 
Webster, Noah............................ 141 
Weissmuller, Johnny..................... 68 
Welland Canal............................... 35 
Westcott, J. W. II......................66-67 
Where the Boys Are (motion 

picture) ...................................... 82 
Whig Party ................................ 9, 58 
Whirlpool Corporation ................... 75 
Whiskey a Go Go.......................... 62 
Whitefish Point, MI ........................ 80 
Whiting, James ........................... 102 
Wilkey, Wendell ............................ 10 
William Livingstone Memorial 

Light (Detroit, MI)....................... 52 
Willow Run Airport (Ypsilanti, 

MI) ........................................... 121 
Willow Run Freeway ................... 119 
Willow Run, MI............................ 119 
Willys-Overland Automobile 

Company................................. 121 
Wilson, Woodrow...................... 9, 41 
Winans family................................ 63 
Windsor, ON ......................... 98, 142 
wine .............................................. 75 
winter storms .............................. 111 
Wisconsin ..................................... 80 
Wizard of Oz, The (motion 

picture) ...................................... 89 
wolverine......................................... 8 
Wolverine (comic book 

character) .................................... 8 
wolves........................................... 51 
women in the wartime 

workforce................................. 121 
Woodward Avenue................... 4, 44, 

49, 74, 87, 88, 89 

Woodward, Judge Augustus ...........4 
Woody...........................................75 
World of Coca Cola .......................74 
World Series (1919) ....................109 
World Trade Center.......................20 
World War I .............................15, 41 
World War II ..................99, 101, 120 
World’s Fair .....................................7 
Wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald, 

The (song) .................................38 
wrestling ................................87, 118 
writers............................................78 
WXYZ (radio station) .....................87 
Wyandotte, MI ...............................78 
Wyandottes ...................................80 

Y 

Yankee Air Museum....................122 
Yemen.................................115, 117 
yoghurt ..........................................69 
Yoopers...................................27, 59 
Yost, Fielding H...........................138 
You Don’t Know Jack (television 

movie)........................................88 
Ypsilanti, MI.................................120 

Z 

Zehnder’s (restaurant).............61, 81 
Zerilli, Joe......................................95 
ZIP Code 48222 ............................67 
Zombie Abomination:  The Italian 

Zombie Movie—Part One ..........85 
Zug Island .......................37, 76, 144 
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